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HIGH GRADES 
St. Paul Rodeo awards annual scholarships 

St. Paul, Ore. (May 27, 2026) – Two students have been awarded scholarships from the St. Paul 
Rodeo Association. 

Ellison McClenny, Keizer, Oregon, and Giovani Morales, Woodburn, Oregon, have each 
received $5,000 towards their college education. 

McClenny has been involved in a variety of activities including softball, theater, and, at St. 
Paul High School, Key Club, choir, FFA, and more. She is founder of a club called “No Place 
for 
Hate,” based on the discrimination faced by her younger brother, who has epilepsy. 

Morales has been part of extracurricular activities at St. Paul High School, including cross 
country, basketball, baseball, track and field, and football. He was part of FFA, the Chess Club, 
and was vice-president of the Associated Student Body for two years, along with other activities. 

As club members at St. Paul High School, both students were required to volunteer at the 
St. Paul Rodeo. 

McClenny and her family volunteer at the souvenir booth, selling rodeo merchandise. She 
enjoys seeing the fans who attend the rodeo, which, last year, included a lady from Germany 
“who was so happy we all said ‘ya’ll,’” McClenny said. 

“I love getting to interact with people going to the rodeo, whether it’s their first time or they are 
regulars.” The souvenir booth has a great view for the nightly fireworks after the rodeo, and she 
enjoys seeing people’s faces light up with delight as the sky lights up. 

Morales has volunteered with parking and at the concessions stand for the rodeo. He enjoys 
hanging with his friends as they direct parking, and they turn it into a competition: who can get 
drivers’ attention and get more people to park in their lot, rather than their friend’s lot across the 
road. 

Both love the fair food at the rodeo. McClenny has to get a corn dog every year, and 
Morales likes the elephant ears and curly fries. “They are absolutely amazing.” 

Both are members of the National Honor Society; Morales is one of two valedictorians at St. 
Paul High School and has a 4.0 GPA. 



McClenny will further her education at Oregon State this fall, studying to be a theater teacher. 
Morales will also attend Oregon State with an undecided major. He is considering mathematics 
and becoming an actuary. 
McClenny is the daughter of Nathan and Jill McClenny; Morales is the son of Teodoro Morales 
and Rosa Lopez. 
The St. Paul Rodeo Foundation has awarded scholarships for the past 54 years and has given 
over $276,000 to scholarship recipients since 1973. 

The foundation awards two scholarships each year; one to a graduating senior of St. Paul High 
School and one to a child of a St. Paul Rodeo Association member. Morales is the graduating 
senior; McClenny is the daughter of a Rodeo Association member (and is a member herself.) 

This year’s rodeo is the 90th edition and is June 30-July 4, with performances nightly at 7:30 pm 
and a 1:30 pm matinee on July 4. 
Tickets range in price from $31-$120 and are on sale at StPaulRodeo.com. 

For more information, visit the website or call 800.237.5920. 
### 

Cutlines: 
Ellison McClenny is the recipient of a St. Paul Rodeo scholarship. The Keizer, Ore. woman will 
attend Oregon State University this fall. Photo courtesy McClenny. 

Giovani Morales has received a St. Paul Rodeo scholarship. A graduate of St. Paul High School, 
he volunteered at the rodeo with parking and in a concessions booth. Photo courtesy Morales. 


