
DAIRY CATTLE
COMPETITION GUIDE

SUPERINTENDENT
Danae Cummins
509.999.6345

COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS OFFICE
State Fair Park & Event Center
Hours: Mon - Friday, 7:30 AM - 4 PM
Phone: 509.248.7160 EXT. 112
Email: sophias@fairfun.com

ONLINE REGISTRATION DEADLINE
September 8, 2026

RECEIVING
Thursday, September 24, 2026
12:00 PM - 7:00 PM thru Gate 11

RELEASING
Tuesday, September 29, 2026
6:30 PM - 10:00 PM

LOCATION
Barn E

CENTRAL WASHINGTON STATE FAIR
September 25 - October 4, 2026
1301 S Fair Ave., Yakima, WA 98901
509.248.7160 | FAIRFUN.COM

YOU MAKE IT, WE TAKE IT!

YOU RAISE IT, WE PRAISE IT!
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YOU GROW IT, WE SHOW IT!

https://www.statefairpark.org/p/the-fair


SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

SEP 6 SEP 7 SEP 8 SEP 9 SEP 10 SEP 11 SEP 12

Online
Registration

Deadline

SEP 13 SEP 14 SEP 15 SEP 16 SEP 17 SEP 18 SEP 19

SEP 20 SEP 21 SEP 22 SEP 23 SEP 24 SEP 25 SEP 26

 RECEIVING

12:00 PM -
7:00 PM thru

Gate 11

Must be in
place by 7 for
vet inspection

FIRST DAY OF
FAIR

1:00 PM

Dairy PeeWee
Showmanshi
p followed by
Youth Dairy

Cattle Show –
Grass Area

West of
Riches Arena

SEP 27 SEP 28 SEP 29 SEP 30 OCT 1 OCT 2 OCT 3

 1:00 pm
Youth Dairy

Costume
Contest – TBD

RELEASING
Dairy Cattle  

6:30 PM -
10:00 PM

RECEIVING

Educational
Exhibit Cattle

8:00 AM -
10:00 AM

Must be in
place by 10

for vet
inspection.

OCT 4 OCT 5 OCT 6 OCT 7 OCT 8 OCT 9 OCT 10

RELEASING
Exhibit Cattle
6:30 PM -10:00

PM
LAST DAY OF

FAIR

PLEASE NOTE: The dates and times above were correct at time of
publication; however circumstances may arise that require

changes. Please check with the Department Superintendent for
any updated schedules.

Dairy educational exhibits - $200 per cow on display

2026 DAIRY CATTLE DEPARTMENT CALENDAR
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CONTENTS

YOUTH CLASS JUDGING 
& ENTRY INFORMATION

JUDGING
Danish system
ENTRY FEE 
$12 per class/ Group classes: $6 each
LATE FEE
Animals registered after September 8,
2026 incur a $2 per class late fee. You
must add this fee manually when you
register online.
PREMIUMS
1  .................. $25st

2  ................ $20nd

3  ................. $15rd

There will be no premiums on
championships 
AWARDS
Ribbon for the following:
Junior Champion
Junior Reserve Champion Female 
Senior Champion
Senior Reserve Champion Female

Rosette for the following: 
Grand Champion Female
Reserve Grand Champion Female
Best Udder

Rosette and Buckle for the following:
Supreme Champion Female 
Top Jr. Showman
Top Intermediate Showman
Top Sr. Showman

Overall Showman - Trophy

YOUTH DAIRY CATTLE
DEPARTMENT RULES 

Please also read the CWSF Rules and
Regulations. All rules and regulations as
stated apply to all exhibitors and entries.

NEW: All youth Dairy Cattle Exhibitors
are required to display a educational
poster at their stall. See 
Open to youth ages 5-18, 19
If birthday is after January 1  of
present year, or 20-21 with a current
FFA or Association membership card.
Must show proof of card.

st

Youth Dairy does not have separate
classes for 4-H entries.
All Dairy Cattle must have a halter
and lead rope on when animal is
being moved to water or dairy parlor.
Cows must never be unattended
when off of ties, must have control of
rope when leading animal.
Exhibitors to wear white pants with a
white shirt. FFA jackets may be worn,
but are not required.
BREEDS: Breeds will show in their
individual breed division regardless
of the number of entries.



Go to FAIRFUN.COM 
Hover over the “Fair” tab in the green
navigation bar at the top of the page.
From the drop-down menu, select
“Competitions & Contests.”

STEP 1

Click the teal “Click Here to Enter”
button. (Available May 1.)

STEP 2

In the top right corner, click the blue
“Sign In” button to create your
account.

STEP 3

From the dropdown menu, select
“Exhibitor.”

Enter the exhibitor’s first and last
name.

If you are registering for a youth,
use the exhibitor’s name.
Select “I am a new exhibitor or
have yet to register this year.”
Click the blue “Continue” button.

STEP 4

STEP 5

ONLINE ENTRY
REGISTRATION
INSTRUCTIONS

Read below, then register entry information
online before bringing items to the Fair.
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https://www.statefairpark.org/p/the-fair
https://www.statefairpark.org/p/the-fair


Review your exhibitor information.
 Make sure your address is correct
— this is where your premium
check will be mailed. Click
“Continue.”

Add your entries:
Select a department (example:
Woodcarving).
Select a division (example:
Amateur Relief Work).
Select a Class (example:
Miscellaneous).
Fill in all additional information,
such as title or description.
The light-yellow box will tell you
which entry fees you will need to
add later. Click “Continue.”

If you have more entries:
Click “Add Similar Entry” for
another item in the same
department.
Click “Add Different Entry” for a new
department.
 Continue until all entries are
added, then click “Continue.”

STEP 7

STEP 8STEP 6
Fill out all exhibitor information fields.

 Choose a password you will
remember (or write it down).
Click “Continue.”

STEP 9
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Enter your payment information and
click “Continue.”
Type “Yes” to agree to the terms and
conditions in the Exhibitor’s
Guidebook, then click “Submit.”

Review your entries and fees.
Click the “X” to remove something.
Click the pencil icon to edit.
 When everything looks correct,
click “Check Out.”

Contact Sophia at 509.248.7160 x112 or
sophias@fairfun.com

STEP 11 NEED HELP?

STEP 10
Add your entry fees by clicking the
“+” button next to each fee. Click
“Continue.”

STEP 12
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CHANGEOVER
Barns will be closed on Tuesday,
September 29  at 6:00pm; Banner
line will go up at 6:00pm. 

th

To assure guest safety no access will
be allowed in the livestock area once
the banner line has been installed. We
are hopeful that we may clear the
barn and livestock areas of fairgoers
by 6:30pm, at which time exhibitors
may finish hauling their tack and
decorations. 

Please do not start dismantling any
displays or decorations until 5:30pm.
Once this procedure is completed, we
will have a general release with an
estimated release time of 6:30pm.
Please keep in mind that this depends
on getting the barn areas cleared of
fairgoers in a timely fashion. 

You will be informed by your
Superintendent of a definite release
time once management (Livestock
Show Supervisor) feels it is safe for
everyone. 

Long hauls will be given consideration
for an earlier release if it is safe to do
so. Gators and drivers will be
available to assist you in hauling your
tack and/or display items.

Class
1.Junior Heifer Calf calved

on or after Mar 1, 2026
over 4 months old

2. Intermediate Heifer Calf calved
between Dec. 1, 2025 & Feb. 28, 2026

3.Senior Heifer Calf calved
between Sept. 1 - Nov. 30, 2025

4.Summer Yearling Heifer calved
between June 1 - Aug. 31, 2025

5.Junior Yearling Heifer calved
between Mar. 1 - May 31, 2025

6.Winter Yearling Heifer calved
between Dec. 1, 2023 - Feb. 28, 2025

7.Sr. Yearling Heifer calved
between Sept. 1 - Nov. 30, 2024

8.Junior 2-year-old Cow calved
between Mar. 1 - Aug. 31, 2024

9.Senior 2-year-old Cow calved
between Sept. 1, 2022 & Feb. 28, 2024

10.3-year-old Cow calved
 Sept. 1, 2020 - Aug. 31, 2023

11.4-year-old Cow calved
between Sept. 1, 2017 & Aug. 31, 2020

12.5-year-old Cow calved
between Sept. 1, 2016 & Aug. 31, 2019

13.Aged Cow over 5 years calved
before Sept. 1, 2018

14.Dry Cow - 4 years & under calved
 after Sept. 1, 2019

15.Dry Aged Cow - 5 years & older calved
before Sept. 1, 2019

16.Best 3 Females
Any age
Owned by exhibitor
One entry only

YOUTH DAIRY CATTLE
DIVISION 1300-1305

Show Divisions
Ayrshire ......................................................... Div. 1300
Brown Swiss ................................................ Div. 1301
Guernsey ..................................................... Div. 1302
Holstein ......................................................... Div. 1303
Jersey ............................................................ Div. 1304
Milking Shorthorn ................................... Div. 1305



Division 1306 blue ribbon winners will be
eligible for this special award.
Using the American system, the judge will
select the Best of Class winner for fitting
and showmanship.
Award: $10.00 and Plaque

FITTING & SHOWING
DIRECTOR’S AWARD
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YOUTH DAIRY
FITTING & SHOWING

DIVISION 1306
Requirements

Contestants must fit and show their
animals without their parent’s help.
Superintendents will be responsible for
the Fitting and Showing Contest in
their respective area. 
Fitting and Showing is  mandatory.
Enter age you were on Jan 1 of 2026.

Entry Fee: $5 
Premiums
1  Place - $25.00 and bucklest

2  Place - $20.00nd

3  Place - $15.00rd

Class
1.Pre Junior: ages 5-8
2.Junior: ages 9-11
3. Intermediate: ages 12-14
4.Senior: ages 15-18*

Note: Senior can be 19 years old if
birthday is after January 1 of present year,
or 20-21 years old with a current FFA or
Association membership card.

YOUTH DAIRY
PEE WEE SHOWMANSHIP

DIVISION 1307
Requirements

For children under 5 years old and
younger that do not qualify to compete
in the fitting and showing classes. 
May show with parent’s assistance. 
No entry fee. Sign-up with
Superintendent when you arrive at fair. 
Ribbons awarded to all participants. 

Class
1.Under 5 years old 

17.Daughter & Dam
18.Produce of Dam

2 animals with same Dam
19.Dairy Herd

5 animals
must be bred by exhibitor
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YOUTH DAIRY
COSTUME CONTEST

DIVISION 1310
Requirements

Exhibitors 18 years and younger dress
up their cows and compete for Best
Costume.
Ribbon awarded for Best Costume

Class
1.  18 years and younger 

The cow and exhibitor donning the most
patriotic outfits will receive a special
rosette honoring the semiquincentennial. 

AMERICA 250
SPECIAL AWARD

YOUTH DAIRY
EDUCATIONAL POSTER

DIVISION 1309
Requirements

Required for all Youth exhibitors
Must be educational in nature and
related to the dairy cattle industry
Made by exhibitor in past 2 years; not
previously entered at CWSF
Graphics/clip art allowed, but no AI
generated posters

Class
1.  Youth Exhibitor

Premiums
Will be judged on the Danish system. 
1  (Blue) - $4.00 2  (Red) - $2.00st nd

3  (White) - Ribbon Onlyrd

DAIRY EDUCATIONAL
EXHIBIT

DIVISION 1308
Dates
September 30 -October 4
Receiving
Wednesday, September 30, 2026
 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM thru Gate 11 
Animal must be in place by 10:00 am for
Veterinarian Inspection. 
Releasing
Sunday, October 4, 2026
6:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Please review the Changeover process on
page 8.
Requirements

Open to all ages
Individuals, farms, and families
welcome to participate
Include educational signage and dairy
facts with live cattle display
Must clean barns daily before 10:00 am

How to Participate
Must file an application with the
Agriculture Department to decide.
Application is located on the last page
of this section.
Not all applications may be accepted.

Premiums
$200 per animal on display for 5 days
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N
am

e: _____________________________________________________________________
O

ffice U
se O

nly: Exhibitor#_________________

 
M

ailing Address: ______________________________________________      City:______________________             State:__________       Zip:__________________
 

County:__________________________   Phone: ________________________________     Em
ail:__________________________________________________________

 
Signature: ________________________________________________________ D

ate: ______________________________ 
Exhibitors under 18 m

ust have parent or guardian signature 

FO
RM

 M
U

ST BE SIG
N

ED
 - A

s a condition of your signature, Photos taken of you +/or your exhibit(s) at the 2026 Fair becom
e property of

CW
SF A

ssociation for non-profit prom
otional tools. A

lso as a condition you have read the Livestock Rules and Regulations, including
H

erdsm
anship Rule. The ow

ner of exhibits releases the Central W
ashington State Fair A

ssociation from
 any liability from

 loss, dam
age,

disease or injury, to livestock, to exhibits, fair patrons, or other property w
hile such exhibit(s) property is on the grounds of the Central

W
ashington State Fair.
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_________________________________________________________________

Exhibitor Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
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nless otherw
ise specified)

O
ffice U

se O
nly: Application Approved By: ________________________________________________________ 

 

N
um

ber of cow
s m

ilking at the tim
e of fair: 

_________

 Age (if 18 years
old and younger): 

________________ 

________________

________________

________________

N
um

ber of calves: 
_________ 

w
w

w
.fairfun.com

 
Entry office e-m

ail: sophias@
fairfun.com

Entry office phone: 509-248-7160 x 112

Requirem
ents

 O
pen to all ages

Individuals, farm
s, and fam

ilies w
elcom

e to
participate
Include educational signage and dairy facts
w

ith live cattle display
M

ust clean barns daily before 10:00 am

Prem
ium

s, bedding, feed, adm
ission, and parking 

$200.00 per cow
 on display for 5 days. 

Straw
 bedding, hay and grain provided by the

C
entral W

ashington State Fair.
Adm

ission provided for those participating that
are not already an exhibitor. Parking credentials
to be provided as needed. 
Exhibitor w

ill receive a com
plim

entary RV Spot.

PA
RTIC

IPA
TIN

G
 D

A
YS (5): 

Septem
ber  30- O

ctober 4, 2026 

N
um

ber of cow
s: 

__________
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