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STATEFAIR

OF VIRGINIA

2026 State Fair of VA Youth Livestock Shows
Important Rule Changes

***Language changes or removal of other rules may not be covered below — it is still the responsibility of the exhibitor
and their family to thoroughly read the rules for each species that they plan to nominate and/or enter***

Across All Species:

e EXHIBITOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAMILY AND GUESTS - Exhibitors are ultimately responsible for family, fitters, or
other guests that are attending on the exhibitor’'s behalf and assisting in any way with their entered animals. Exhibitors
are responsible for ensuring that these individuals have read, know, understand, and uphold the rules — both species-
specific rules and the General Rules of the State Fair of Virginia.

Conseguences of rule infractions will be assessed to the exhibitor.

e FITTING RULE CHANGES - The State Fair of Virginia reserves the right to disqualify any animal that has been fitted in
an unethical manner. Fitting is permitted including the use of paints, paint products, and colored adhesives. The
following fitting techniques are prohibited:

a. The addition of twine, hair or other like substances including false tailheads and false switches.

b. Painting that alters the animals natural color pattern(s): for example — white/light colored areas cannot be
covered with darker colored paint, adhesives, or vice versa.

c. The cutting, tearing or gluing of the hide or underneath the hide or removal of tissue in an attempt to alter the
shape of the animal

d. The injection of any gas, solid or liquid under the hide to alter the normal conformation

e. SHOWMANSHIP IS STILL A CLEAN AND DRY SHOW — THE USE OF ANY FITTING PRODUCTS (paints,
paint products, colored adhesives, or other products) IS NOT ALLOWED FOR SHOWMANSHIP.

e Arrival Times — Arrival times for both Wednesday and Thursday night arrival have been extended to 8:00 pm

Beef Cattle:
e A Bred and Owned Bull Division will be added to each of the recognized registered breed shows and the AOB registered
breeding show. The following stipulations are in place:
=  Bred and Owned Bulls must meet all registration/ownership requirements and deadlines.
= Bred and Owned Bulls must be born between January 1, 2025, and April 30, 2026.
=  Bred and Owned Bulls must be shown with a nose ring.
=  Bred and Owned Bulls may NOT be shown in Showmanship.
= There will NOT be a Supreme Bred and Owned Bull Drive.

Meat Goat:
e A Third Overall Market Goat will be selected.
= $100 premium and $250 Scholarship
e  Grand, Reserve, and Third Overall Market Goats will be harvested at the Virginia Tech Meats Lab

Sheep:
e  The Top Five Market Lambs will be harvested at the Virginia Tech Meats Lab

Swine:
e A Third Overall Market Hog will be selected.
= $150 premium and $400 Scholarship
e  Grand, Reserve and Third Overall Market Hogs will be harvested at the Virginia Tech Meats Lab
Market Hog Show will begin at 8:30 am on Saturday (previously 9:00)
Swine Showmanship will begin 1 hour after the conclusion of the Market Hog Show (previously 30 minutes)



