
EXPERIMENTAL LEARNING AWAITS YOU AT THE 2026 STATE FAIR OF VIRGINIA!

Our Mission
To increase agricultural and natural resource awareness, interest and
education in Virginia through programs, exhibitions and competitions

integral to the operation of the State Fair of Virginia

Stay up to date all year: StateFairVa.org
Look for the SOL icon throughout this guide to learn how specific stops relate to
Virginia's Standards of Learning.

Thank you for helping us preserve natural resources by printing the guide only as needed!

Dear Educator: 

If you have conducted field trips to the State Fair of Virginia’s Educational Exposition,
welcome back! If this is your first field trip to the Ed Expo, we’re delighted you saw the
academic value of this event, and we hope this guide helps you plan your visit to “Virginia’s
Largest Outdoor Classroom”! Please review all directions prior to arrival at the State Fair,
and feel free to call with any questions or concerns. Our goal is to make your field trip as
hassle-free and enjoyable as possible. This planning guide will help you offer structured
learning experiences to elementary, middle and high school students.
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STANDARDS OF LEARNING

Elementary school students could:

The Educational Exposition at the State Fair of
Virginia is designed to educate our youth about
all the commonwealth has to offer, in a setting
unlike any other. “Virginia’s Largest Outdoor
Classroom” provides students an opportunity
to see Standards of Learning come alive and
experience agriculture, history, technology and
natural resources firsthand.

Identify recycled or reused materials in Fair exhibits or displays (HE 1.7, S K.10)
Talk about the importance of hand-washing in disease prevention (HE 2.3)
Look for meaningful patterns or symbols in the State Fair quilt show (VA 1.14)
Carry pedometers to collect data on how far they walk around the fair (PE 5.4)
Create their own map of the fair (H&SS 2.6)

State Fair of Virginia Emergency Action Plan

Specific SOL correlations are identified in this
guide for individual Ed Expo Stops. When at
the fair, look for signs placed near the
corresponding Ed Expo Stops referred to in
this guide. In addition to the SOLs listed with
the Ed Expo Stops, the State Fair provides an
opportunity to demonstrate in person any
number of SOLs to your students.

Middle school students could:

Critique art entered in competitions at the fair (VA 8.19) 
Discuss the watershed that includes The Meadow Event Park (S 6.7) 
Calculate the sales tax on a potential purchase (M 7.4b) 
Write a creative short story based on their visit to the fair (E 6.6, E 7.8, E 8.8) 
Listen to a musical show and discuss characteristics of sound (PS.8)

 High school students could:

Identify genetic characteristics of different cattle breeds in Young MacDonald’s Farm (LS.13)  
Measure and see principles of physics at work on midway rides (PH.4, PH.12) 
Develop an electronic ad for the State Fair (C/T 9-12.9)

The State Fair of Virginia operates under the State Fair Emergency Action Plan, which was
developed under the guidance of the fair’s Emergency Management and Safety Team for security,
fire and emergency medical services. The fair works in conjunction with state, local and private
organizations to maintain a safe and positive environment. In case of an emergency that may
require evacuation from the fair facilities, all students will be returned directly to their schools. The
State Fair will immediately contact school officials to notify them of the students’ return and
expected time of arrival.
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IMPORTANT FIELD TRIP INFORMATION - READ THIS PAGE IF NOTHING ELSE

Arrival - please read carefully!
All buses, vans and cars with school children coming
for the Educational Exposition must enter Gate 7,
on the left off of Meadow Farm Rd., and proceed to
the Bus Parking area (Lot B). 
Private vehicles/cars containing parents or extra
chaperones may follow the bus to parking. Please
obtain a dashboard parking credential from the
registered teacher to avoid being directed to
general parking. Those arriving without credentials
may be directed to general parking and will need to
coordinate meeting up with their group. There is no
charge for parking. 
Gates open at 10 a.m.

Admission (continued)

Getting Credentials
1.  All school groups that have prepaid online

(recommended) should bring their tickets and may
proceed into the fair through the Ticket Plaza as a
group at the teacher’s discretion. 

2.  There will be a single ticket booth available for Ed
Expo for check collection and to finalize any
payment for anyone that has not paid. 

3.  **Any additional tickets needed day of may be
purchased at a ticket gate by any adult present at
an increased cost of $12.00. 

4.Chaperones and teachers should keep children
organized through the check-in process and out of
line for the ticket booth or gate entrance.

5.We encourage students to leave backpacks on the
bus, as all bags are subject to search at the gate
and this can slow your students’ entrance to the
fair.

Admission
Teachers must register their classes prior to arrival
at the fair. 
Ed Expo special ticket price: $8 admission per
student (the most affordable way for students to
visit the fair!) 
One chaperone for every eight students is admitted
free of charge. 
 Additional chaperones must purchase a $16 adult
admission ticket (does not include rides) at the gate
or an $12.00 pre-purchased ticket.

Contact SFVA staff at edu@statefairva.org or by
calling 804-994-2800 for special needs. 
Bus drivers are admitted free of charge. Please
direct them to school check-in for free ticket.

Rides
Reloadable cards. Guests may purchase the card
with ride credits. Guests can use this during any
visit at the fair.
The Weekday Unlimited Ride Wristband (ride until
4 pm) price is $20.

Purchase online in advance OR
Have students purchase inside the gate
(cash/card)

Wristband tickets will be exchanged inside the
fairgrounds at a ride ticket booth.
Unlimited Ride Wristbands are good on day of
purchase only and for one person only.

Payment Options
Tickets must be purchased (pay online) or reserved
(pay later) at Etix online in advance.
We will be accepting check payment at the gate, but
we encourage schools to pay in advance if possible for
the easiest entrance. 
Please note, you are responsible to pay for the
tickets you have reserved whether all of your
students show up or not.
Admission does not include rides. Ride tickets can be
purchased online in advance at a discounted rate or
during the fair at the regular price.
Cash is accepted at all Ride Ticket Booths inside the
fair, and select booths also accept credit cards (Visa,
MasterCard and Discover). 
Checks may delivered in advance to State Fair of
Virginia, 13191 Dawn Blvd, Doswell, VA 23047.*

Hand Stamps
In order for anyone to re-enter the grounds after
exiting, they MUST have their hands stamped. This
stamp is accepted for re-entry at the Ticket Plaza only,
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on the same
day.

2026 Educational Expo



GETTING AROUND THE FAIRGETTING AROUND THE FAIR

The ins and outs:
Upon arrival, we recommend that you start your visit in
the agriculture area. One way to plan your visit is to
follow the numerical order of locations on the maps.

Teacher Organizational Tips

Be Prepared
Wear comfortable walking shoes, and be prepared for
inclement weather. 

Review plans and learning objectives with class and
chaperones prior to arrival. 
Review instructions and Ed Expo route; locate First
Aid Station and Lost Child Center on map. 
We encourage students to leave backpacks on the
bus, as all bags are subject to search at the gate and
this can slow your students’ entrance to the fair.
Have elementary children all wear the same color
shirt. 
Coordinate lunch activities with chaperones prior to
arrival. 
If you have students with additional required
chaperone needs, please add them to your order as
appropriate and contact edu@statefairva.org to
inform staff.
Create chaperone packets with a list of students in
the group, copy of the map and supplies (adhesive
bandages, pencils, tissues, etc.) 
Use the Online Resource Directory and 2026 Field
Trip Guide as learning/classroom tools. 
Preschool and Elementary School Teachers: Prior to
arrival, prepare child ID wristbands or necklace
cards of your choosing. Please ensure that each
child ID includes the cell phone number of the
person responsible for each child in your group
while he or she is at the fair. Please do not write
children’s names anywhere on the bands!

First Aid Station

Lost Child Center

The First Aid Station is located on the north side of state
Route 30, off Festival Loop to the West. There is an
additional smaller ETS mobile unit up the hill by the pig
racing.  First aid staff are always on duty. 

Instruct students to find a police officer if they become
separated from the class. Found children will be escorted
to the Lost Child Center (See map). 
 Restrooms

Water Fountains

Hand-Washing Facilities

Lunch

Elementary Level Lunch

All restrooms are clearly marked on the map. Restrooms
are available near the Ticket Plaza once you enter the fair. 

Water fountains are located in the Farm Bureau Center
and Meadow Pavilion near the restrooms. 

These are located in the midway, equine and agriculture
areas. All restrooms have lavatories. For your safety, the
State Fair recommends that you and your students wash
your hands every time you exit an animal or midway area
and before eating. 

School groups may bring lunches to the fair. However, if
you and your class prefer to purchase lunch, food vendors
are located throughout the grounds for your convenience. 

An area near the Ticket Plaza will be available for
elementary students to have lunch. Lunches may be
stored at the lunch tent or in the bus, and an adult may
leave the fair to retrieve them.

2026 Educational Expo

If a student participating in an organized school visit
violates State Fair polices or acts in a criminal manner
that necessitates the involvement of Virginia State
Police, the lead school contact will be notified and the
child is to return on the bus with their group to their
school”. If additional action is needed, VSP will direct
communication to the participant’s legal guardians.

Disciplinary Action Policy for Schools
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