
WELCOME TO  VIRGINIA'S LARGEST OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

2026 Educational Exposition Field Trip Stop Guide

SEPT. 26 - OCT. 5
Gates open at 10 a.m.

Midway Rides open at 11 a.m.
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1 Meadow Pavilion
This is your one-stop shop to learn about
Virginia’s agricultural commodities in an
indoor environment that will be transformed
into an agricultural showcase. Inside, visit
and learn from the following partners and
their educational booths:

1.  Virginia Farm Bureau
2.  Virginia Ag in the Classroom
3. Virginia Beef Council
4.  Virginia Beekeepers
5.  Virginia Cooperative Extension
6.  Virginia Grain Producers Association
7.  Virginia Peanut Growers Association
8.  Virginia Soybean Association
9.  Virginia Tobacco Board

Superhero Ag Trading Card Collection Spot

Horticulture Pavilion & The Farmer’s Garden 
You’ll learn all about where food comes from
from food to fork! Visit our expansive garden
featuring Virginia’s traditional crops while
exploring pollinator gardens and
hardscaping. Don’t forget to check out the
blue ribbons in our youth and open crop,
vegetable, plant and preserved foods
competitions in the horticulture pavilion.
You’ll experience:

1.  Daily Demonstrations on the Back
Porch in the Garden and inside the
Meadow Pavilion 

2.  Our Giant Pumpkin and Vegetable
Display, following our Great Pumpkin
Commonwealth Weigh-Off on Saturday.

2

Virginia Food & Agri-Science Exhibition
Presented by Virginia State University College of
Agriculture, this hands-on, multi-faceted
exhibition area explores the past, present and
future of Virginia’s number #1 industry,
agriculture, and the importance it plays in our
everyday lives.

4

Virginia 4-H Life Science Mobile Learning Lab
The new 4-H Mobile Learning Lab is a hands-on
exploration of health and life science-based areas
that helps students explore various related
careers and opportunities.

3

Pigeon and Dove Pavilion
There are over 300 different breeds of pigeons
and doves with many variations of markings and
colors within them.  Come and experience a
husbandry that has been around for millennia and
has played a critical part in history. We look
forward to seeing you there and answering any
questions!

5

Southland Dairy Pavilion
This all inclusive dairy exhibit will showcase
everything from breeds of dairy cattle to where
our milk comes from!

1.  Cow Hand Milking – Try your hand at 10:30
a.m., 1:30 and 6:00 p.m. daily.

2.  Southland Dairy Parlor Demo - 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

6

This exciting experience includes many of the
animals found on a typical Virginia farm. Your
class will see: 

1.  Baby Ducks on the duck slide
2.  Baby Chicks, hatching daily
3.  Geese, Ducks, Turkeys, Guineas and

Chickens 
4.  Sheep - ewes and lambs
5.  Goats - nanny goats and kids
6.  Horses and Donkeys
7.  Beef Cattle - including a Highland cow!
8.  Sow and litter
9.  Alpacas

10.  Rabbits

Young MacDonald’s Farm7



Secretariat’s Barn
Students who visit the State Fair of Virginia at
The Meadow Event Park are truly walking in
the hoofprints of history. As the birthplace of
Secretariat, The Meadow is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and the
Virginia Landmarks Register. 
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Heritage Village
Walk back in time, and explore the changes in
technology and lifestyles that have taken place
in America. Be sure to check out the:

1.  Antique Tractors
2.  Corn Milling and Rope Making
3.  Glass Blower
4.  Blacksmith

And more!

9

Farm Bureau Center and The Culinary &
Creative Arts Exhibit
The Creative Arts Department and the
Culinary Arts Department of the State Fair of
Virginia would like to invite you to visit
competitive exhibits in the Farm Bureau
Center. Check out daily creative
demonstrations. Discover who among the
hundreds of Virginia Students, won blue
ribbons or, even better, fine arts
scholarships. 

10 Natural Resources in the Farm Bureau
Center
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Let nature come to life as you learn about
Virginia’s great outdoors from conservation,
marine life, wildlife and more! Visit each booth:

1.  Virginia Department of Conservation &
Recreation with Virginia State Parks

2.  Virginia Marine Resources Commission
3.  Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources
4.  Virginia Association of Soil and Water

Conservation Districts
5.Virginia Master Naturalists

Equine events held during the fair are sure to
entertain students while they learn about this
vital segment of Virginia agriculture.  For
specific offerings, dates and time, check back
in late summer. 

Scholarship Hall of Fame12

Livestock Loop13

First Bank & Trust Pavilion and Farm Credit
Pavilion 

14

Since 2013 the State Fair has awarded over
1,800 scholarships and has dedicated more
than $1,000,000 to youth education. The
fair offers more than $80,000 each year in
scholarship money through 4-H, FFA and
vocational competitions and specific equine,
fine arts and horticulture competitions. Walk
through the hall of fame to see last year’s
outstanding youth and learn how you can
earn a scholarship at the State Fair.

Open and Youth Livestock Shows
Visit the different livestock pavilions on your
field trip. Don't miss the cattle, sheep, goats,
pigs and dairy cows and goats. Be sure to talk
to the exhibitors that have put so much time
and energy into preparing for this moment.
The types of animals being shown rotate
throughout the 10 days of the fair. A full
schedule will be available closer to fair. 

2026 EDUCATIONAL EXPO STOP GUIDE

Free Entertainment Offerings15

1.Trampoline Show
2. Chainsaw Carver
3.  Rosaire’s Racing Pigs
4.Abe Lincoln & George Washington

Strolling Characters
5.  GreenLee Draft Horse Hitch
6.  Triple Crown Circus
7.  Championship Blacksmith (10/3-10/5)



Virginia 250 “Give me Liberty” history exhibit: Daily in Meadow Hall Mansion from 10 AM - 1 PM
This exhibition focuses on events throughout the Revolutionary period and inspires a deep
appreciation for the continental and global forces as well as the individual actions by both iconic and
ordinary people that brought about a model of democratic government that would change the world.
Immersive multimedia scenes bring significant moments in history to life. Visitors can experience the
electrifying atmosphere at St. John’s Church where Patrick Henry delivered his famous speech and
see an early tavern and print house where many lively conversations occurred.
Learn more at https://www.va250.org/give-me-liberty/ 

Freedom 250 Mobile Truck Experience: Wednesday, Sept. 30 - Sunday, Oct. 4
Step inside the American story on the museum with wheels learning how America came to be. The
Freedom Truck offers its own curriculum linked on the Ed Expo webpage. Walk through the pivotal
events that shaped America’s independence, identifying key figures, ideologies, and documents that
continue to guide our nation. 
Learn more at https://freedom250.org

Introduction to Blacksmithing & Farriery Day: Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 11:00 AM
Presented by the World Championship Blacksmiths and the Virginia Horseshoers Association, this
special workshop from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (Break from 12:30-1:00) is open to 6th-12th grade
students to learn from experts of the trade! Space limited.
Participants will have the opportunity to learn how a coke forge runs and how it feels to work with
metal on an anvil. All tools will be provided.  Potential projects include hoof picks and simple
horseshoes. If there are more advanced students, more advanced projects are a possibility. For
example, tool making. The goal is to introduce students to the joy of horseshoeing and tool making
through experience and training!

Virginia Draft Horse Hitch Driving Clinic: Friday, Sept. 25 at 11:00 AM
Presented by GreenLee Draft Horse Hitch, this Draft horse driving clinic is designed to be an
interactive, hands-on one-hour educational course with the goal of giving students a basic
understanding of horsemanship. 
The class will cover how to approach, halter and lead a horse safely. GreenLee will demonstrate how
to harness a horse and the purpose of each part as they are placed on the horse. Once the horse is
fully harnessed and ready for work, We will demonstrate how to ground drive a horse by walking
behind them, and then offer the students the opportunity to take the lines and experience ground
driving a Shire draft horse. 

SPECIAL DAILY HAPPENINGS



YOUTH COMPETITION

4-H & FFA - All week

State Fair Competitions

Monday, September 29  and Tuesday, October 30  th th

SkillsUSA is the organization for students in
technical, skilled and service careers. 

Being a SkillsUSA member is all about being a
champion. This means much more than winning a
contest – it’s the attribute of dedication to personal
and professional excellence. SkillsUSA Day is about
students showcasing their new entry-level skills. 

For more information please visit:
http://www.skillsusava.org

Be sure to visit the Horticulture Pavilion, Livestock
Barns and the Creative and Culinary Arts
Competitions in the Farm Bureau Center!

SkillsUSA Day - Monday & Tuesday

Monday, September 28
Cosmetology - Fantasy Manikin Comb-out 
Cosmetology - Manikin Comb-out 
Cosmetology - Nail Care 
Cosmetology - Natural Hair Braiding
Cosmetology - Total Fantasy Look 
Cosmetology - Total Fashion Look 
Criminal Justice
Drafting
Drone Competition
First Aid / CPR
Job Demonstration 
Promotional Bulletin Board 

 
Tuesday, September 29

Auto Body (2 contests)
Auto Service 
Carpentry  
Electrical Construction Wiring 
HVACR  
Masonry 
Photography
Television Production 

*All contests will be held in the Blue Ribbon and Best of
Show Tents

September 25, 2026 
FFA Tractor Troubleshooting, Best of Show
Pavilion 
FFA Small Engine Troubleshooting, Best of
Show Pavilion 
4H Lawn Tractor Safety Contest, Blue Ribbon
Pavilion 
4H and FFA Junior Dairymen’s Contest, First
Bank & Trust Company Pavilion 
Student Garden Judging, Horticulture Pavilion

September 28, 2026 
Horticulture Demo, Farm Credit Pavilion
Agriscience Demo, Farm Credit Pavilion
Career Applications in Horticulture, Farm
Credit Pavilion
Ag Poster Delivery, Farm Credit Pavilion
Vet Science, First Bank & Trust Company
Pavilion

September 29, 2026 
Forestry Field Day, Natural Resources Field
(Farm Credit Pavilion if Rain)
FFA Junior Foresters, Farm Credit Pavilion 

September 30, 2026 
Crop Judging, Blue Ribbon Pavilion
Middle School Contest, Blue Ribbon Pavilion

October 2, 2026
Hippology, Blue Ribbon Pavilion & Best of
Show Pavilion



VIRGINIA FCCLA DAY - THURSDAY
Blue Ribbon Tent - See the Virginia Standards of Learning
come to life through educational experiences for middle
and secondary students in family and consumer sciences
courses.
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MARKETING / DECA CAREER DAY -
WEDNESDAY
Best in Show Tent- A unique marketing field experience
covering basic marketing principles with an emphasis and
concentration on promotions, target marketing, sales and
customer service.

The field experience, which complements numerous SOL
competencies, will allow students to examine basic
marketing principles at the commonwealth’s largest
outdoor marketing venue.
There are over 40 general marketing course competencies
covered and over 15 direct SOL correlations aligned
through this field experience. 

Once chapters enter the fairgrounds, students head out
on an SOL Scavenger Hunt in which they explore
Virginia’s largest outdoor classroom, matching educational
opportunities throughout the fairgrounds with related
Standards of Learning, including those encompassing
family and career issues.

Members have the opportunity to enter four contests that
focus on promoting and publicizing all FCCLA (Family,
Career, and Community Leaders of America) has to offer.
Contest entries should be dropped off by noon for judging
by the state executive council.

The contests available to members include: FCCLA Poster,
Brand FCCLA Wear - Clothing, Brand FCCLA Wear -
Accessories, and Brand FCCLA at Home. Each event has
three levels of competition: Level 1 - grades 6-8, Level 2 -
grades 9-10, and Level 3 - grades 11-12. Ribbons and
trophies will be awarded.  Learn more at
https://virginiafccla.org/state-fair/

Home Educators Association of Virginia is a member-
supported, statewide, 501(c)3 non-profit homeschool
association. Since 1983, HEAV has successfully worked to
promote and protect home education in Virginia by
providing up-to-date information to homeschooling
families, the media, and officials. HEAV serves all
homeschoolers. With a full-time office staff and hundreds
of dedicated volunteers, we’re ready to answer your
questions, offer support, and serve your needs year-
round. Check out our website at www.heav.org, send us
an email at office@heav.org, or give us a call
(804-278-9200.

HOME EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION OF
VIRGINIA (HEAV) DAY - FRIDAY

VIRGINIA HOSA DAY  - THURSDAY

HOSA: Future Health Professionals is a student
organization dedicated to promoting Health and Medical
Sciences knowledge and skills, as well as, valuable
leadership training for future healthcare careers.

VA HOSA Day at the State Fair allows students to
connect Health and Medical Sciences knowledge with the
healthy lifestyle exhibits at the fair. Students can explore
various areas of the fair that promote many facets of
healthy living, such as nutrition, the environment, and
health related topics. In addition, HOSA chapters will be
able to enter project competitions which will be held at
the Best in Show Tent. An awards ceremony will follow
the competition judging. To learn more about this unique
experience, please visit the VA HOSA website:
bit.ly/virginiahosa,

https://virginiahosa.org/
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