Department 1: Handicraft Contest

Entry fee (per entry item): $5, Quilts: $10
Entry limit: Unlimited class entry, three (3) entries per exhibitor per class
Entry deadline: August 15, 2026 Entry drop off: September 1, 2026

Ribbons & Awards: Each contest entry will be awarded (if merited): Excellent, Very Good, Good, or
Honorable Mention.

One Best of Division will be awarded per age classification per division.

Donor Awards are listed within their divisions.

HANDICRAFT - CONTEST RULES

« All entries in this contest MUST adhere to the rules below.
* Any entry in violation will not be accepted for judging.

Contest description:
This contest features works in home craft media, which includes works in fiber, textiles, and other media
forms of art.

Entry completion date: Entries must be completed within the past three (3) years

Size requirement
The entry size must not exceed 24" x 24" x 24” in size and must not weigh over 20 Ibs.
Unless noted in the Division details.

Prohibited entries
Entries will not be accepted if they are:
broken or damaged items.

Entry requirements
Entries must be appropriate for family viewing.
Judging is based on the quality of workmanship and originality of design.

Judging Criteria
Entries may be evaluated (but not limited to) in the following criteria:
Design Creativity Workmanship

Materials Color Finishing-As Applies



HANDICRAFT - DIVISIONS
Rugs

There should be no backing used on the reverse side of any rugs.

Donor Awards
Best Youth or First Time Entry in Rug Hooking One gift package given by Cox Enterprises
Best Youth or First Time Entry in Braiding One gift package given by Cox Enterprises

Traditional Hooked
001 Any rug under 8'x10’
002 Any rug over 8'x10’
003 Household Décor
004 Other than classified

Punch Needle Design
005 Flat Surface Rugs - Sheared

006 Sculptured Surface Rugs

007 Original Design

008 Punch Needle Designs Using Yarn — uncut loops, non-sculptured, non-sheared
009 Other than classified

Braided
010 Any rug up to 6’ x 9’ or 7’ diameter
011 Rugs less than 2’ x 4, mats, and miscellaneous items
012 Other than classified

Latch hook
013 Any Latch Hook Rug

Lace

Donor Awards

Best Torchon $35 to be awarded in premium check given by The New England Lace Group: CT Members

Best Use of Lace in Color $75 gift certificate given by The Lace Museum

Best Beginner Lacemaker $50 gift certificate given by A Twisted Picot

Best Continental Lace $50 gift certificate given by Fine Threads

Best Bucks Point Lace $50 gift certificate given by Van Sciver Bobbin Lace

Best Youth Entry $15 to be awarded in premium check given by The New England Lace Group

Best Adult Technical Proficiency Entry 1 year membership to New England Lace Group given by The
New England Lace Group

Best Adult Beginner Entry 1 year membership to New England Lace Group given by The New England
Lace Group

001 Bobbin Lace, original design
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002 Bobbin Lace, adaptation or published pattern

003 Needle Lace, original design

004 Needle Lace, adaptation or published pattern

005 Combined Lace, any item using hand & machine- made elements, original design

006 Combined Lace, any item using hand & machine-made elements, published pattern or adaptation
007 Tatting, original design

008 Tatting, adaptation or published pattern

009 Other Handmade Lace-Netting, Knotted, Filet, etc. original design

010 Other Handmade Lace- Netting, Knotted, Filet, etc., adaptation or published pattern

011 Other than classified

Needlework

o All framed pieces must be equipped with wire for hanging and not hanging brackets. Screw eyes with wires are required. No
saw tooth hangers allowed. If wire and/or the back of the frames are not ready for hanging, your piece may be left out of the
display. This is done to keep from risking loss or damage to your piece. The judges may choose not to accept it for judging.

e Each piece may not exceed 576 square inches (24” by 24” or any equivalent combination), including the frame, or weigh
more than 40 Ibs. including mounting, hardware, or armature. We will not accept any entry exceeding the size limit.

o We cannot accept responsibility for hanging pieces that are not found in condition to hang. We cannot prepare any pieces to
hang that may arrive unfinished.

e Any piece that is received that is not ready for display will be returned to the artist. The judges will inform Eastern States
Exposition if an item is deemed unable to be exhibited.

o We reserve the right to withdraw any piece found by our judges as “unable to be exhibited” from this year’s showcase.

Donor Awards
Best Entry $30 to be awarded in premium check given by Granville Quilt & Needlework Guild
Beginner Youth $30 to be awarded in premium check given by Granville Quilt & Needlework Guild

001 Canvas — Any counted or freestyle stitchery done on even weave mesh ground fabric, i.e., needlepoint.

002 Counted Cross-stitch (No machine cross-stitch will be accepted)

003 Counted Thread

004 Crewel — Embroidery worked only with wool yarn on cotton or linen ground fabric.

005 Mixed Media — Two or more styles of needlework combined in one piece, such as Stump Work with Cross-
Stitch, etc.

006 Painted Canvas — Original stitch choice or professional stitch guide

007 Simply Samplers — Needlework typically having letters or verses done in various stitches as an example of
skill.

008 Surface Stitchery — Brazilian Embroidery, Candle wicking, Stump Work.

009 All other Needlework — Japanese Bunka, Punch Needle, Tamari Balls, etc.

Quilting

e The Judges REQUIRE a quilt to have 3 Layers: top, batting and backing and some form of securing of the layers. If your “quilt”
does not meet these requirements it WILL be moved to sewing department.

e If your name is visible on either side of the quilt, it must be covered.

e See individual division entry for requirement of an attached hanging sleeve. Both the top and bottom of the sleeve must be sewn
on. DO NOT USE PINS. Use of pins causes excess stress and damage of quilts.

« Please keep in mind that the Best of Department Quilt will be hung fully open in the Best of Department Showcase room. For
the quilt to be displayed at its best, please securely attach a 5” sleeve to the back of your quilt.




« You mustindicate on your entry form if your item was made from a kit. A kit is defined as a purchasable set which
provides both the pattern and the fabric.

Donor Awards

Outstanding Combination Machine & Hand Quilting $30 to be awarded in premium check given by
Granville Quilt & Needlework Guild

Beginner Youth in Quilting $30 to be awarded in premium check given by Granville Quilt & Needlework
Guild

Most Outstanding Youth Quilt $100 gift certificate given by Valley Fabrics Inc.

Best Modern Quilt $100 gift certificate given by Valley Fabrics Inc.

Excellence in Use of Color $50 gift certificate given by the-sew-op

Excellence in Use of Color $25 to be awarded in premium check given by A Quilter's Garden Studio

Best Quilt made of Reproduction Fabrics $25 to be awarded in premium check given by Pioneer Valley

Quilt Guild
Best All By Hand Quilting $25 to be awarded in premium check given by Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild
Excellence in Paper Piecing $25 to be awarded in premium check given by Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild
Outstanding Youth Quilt $25 to be awarded in premium check given by Pioneer Valley Quilt Guild
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001 Completed all by hand: Any quilted item, any size, completed all by hand (No machine stitching, piecing, or

quilting.)

002 Mini Quilt: Approximately 24”x24” (about 576 square inches or less).

003 Wall Hanging or Crib: Approximately 45”x60” (about 2,700 square inches or less).
004 Twin or Lap: Approximately 72"x90” (about 6,480 square inches or less)

005 Double/Queen: Approximately 90"x100”

006 King: Approximately 120"x120”

007 Pillows, Bags & Wearables

008 Group Quilt Projects (Guilds, Schools, Family, etc.). Any size. Please include size in description on entry
form.

009 Other than classified Table runners, placemats, round quilts, etc.

Knitting

e Due to limited space within the building, no three-dimensional (3D) entry will exceed 24” by 24” by 24” or exceed a weight limit

of 20 pounds.

Donor Awards

Best Exhibit Incorporating Different Stitch Patterns in a garment or afghan $75 gift certificate given by

Northampton Wools

Youth in Knitting $25 gift certificate given by Ewe & You Fiber Arts LLC.

Best Natural Fibers Entry $50 to be awarded in premium check given by Knitting with Aimee at Hemlock
Knoll

001 Any item made of 100% sheep’s wool or a blend of at least 50% wool and another fiber: Must identify
contents on an index card.

002 Any item made of camelid, angora (rabbit or goat), cashmere, plant fibers, or sheep wool blends (less than

50% sheep wool). Must identify contents on an attached index card.
003 Wearing Apparel, i.e., Sweaters, hats, socks, scarf, mittens, etc.



12

004 Home Accessories, i.e. tablecloth, pillows, doilies, etc.

005 Afghans: not to exceed 90” x 90”

006 Mixed Media — any entry that may include beading/crochet/weaving with the same item.
007 Toys — dolls, amigurumi, etc.

008 Original design not from a published pattern

009 Other than classified

010 Loom Knitting — YOUTH only

Crochet

e Due to limited space within the building, no three-dimensional (3D) entry will exceed 24” by 24” by 24” or exceed a weight limit
of 20 pounds.

Donor Awards
Best Use of Crochet in an afghan or baby blanket $50 gift certificate for the given by Northampton Wools
Youth in Crochet $25 gift certificate to any given by Ewe & You Fiber Arts LLC.

001 Any item made of 100% sheep’s wool or a blend of at least 50% wool and another fiber. Must identify
contents on an attached index card.

002 Any item made of camelid, angora (rabbit or goat), cashmere, plant fibers, or sheep wool blends (less than
50% sheep wool). Must identify contents on an attached index card.

003 Wearing Apparel, i.e., sweaters, hats, socks, scarves, mittens, etc.

004 Home Accessories, i.e. tablecloths, pillows, doilies, etc.

005 Afghans: not to exceed 90” x 90”

006 Toys, i.e. dolls, amigurumi, etc.

007 Mixed Media — any entry that may include beading/knitting/weaving within the same item

008 Any original design not from a published pattern

009 Other than classified

Felting

e Classes 001-004 - ltems must be made all by hand, no machine felting.
e Classes 005-006 are for items with any machine felting.

e  Two-dimensional (2D) artwork may not exceed 400 square inches (20” by 20” or any equivalent combination), including the
frame. We will not accept any entry exceeding the size limit.

e Due to limited space within the building, no three-dimensional (3D) entry will exceed 24” by 24” by 24” or exceed a weight limit
of 20 pounds.

e In keeping with Eastern States’ family orientation, items of an offensive, controversial, political, or objectionable nature or
subject matter will not be accepted.

Donor Awards

Youth in Felting $25 gift certificate to any youth entry given by Ewe & You Fiber Arts LLC.

Best Junior 3D Felting $25 to be awarded in premium check given by American Made Crafter's by A&W

Best Child 3D Felting $25 to be awarded in premium check given by American Made Crafter’s by A&W

Best Junior Needle Felting all by hand with 100% wool $25 to be awarded in premium check given by
American Made Crafter's by A&W

Best Child Needle Felting all by hand with 100% wool $25 to be awarded in premium check given by
American Made Crafter’'s by A&W

001 Needle/Tapestry Felting all by hand with 100% wool.



13

002 Wet felting all by hand with 100% wool.

003 Needle/Tapestry Felting all by hand using any non-natural materials (including glass or plastic eyes,
polymer clay, etc.).

004 Wet Felting all by hand using any non-natural materials (including glass or plastic eyes, polymer clay,
etc.).

005 Apparel, any technique
006 Other than classified — please describe on entry form.

Hand Spinning
e Classes 001-005 - Please include a minimum 2-yard sample on an attached 3” x 5” card. Please include a brief explanation of
the fiber content, preparation & its intended use.

e Classes 006-009 - Skeins must be a minimum of 1)z yards, weigh at least 2 oz., and be tied in 4 places. Please include a brief
explanation of the fiber content, preparation & its intended use on an attached 3” x 5” card. For best practices regarding entering
your handspun, please refer to this article from Ply

Donor Awards
Most Artistic use of Handspun Yarn $50 gift certificate and a one-year membership to Fiber Arts in
Vermont given by Six Loose Ladies Yarn and Fiber Shop

Hand Knit/Hand Woven
001  Wearing Apparel (Dresses, vests, shawls, etc.)

002  Wearing Apparel Accessories (Hats, scarves, etc.)

003 Home Accessories (Throws, place mats, rugs, etc.)

004  Other Items

005 Mixed Media — anything at least 50% hand knit/hand woven and any other fiber art.

Hand Spun Skeins:
Entry fee: $2 per skein

006 Single

007 Plied

008 Hand-Dyed
009 Novelty


https://plymagazine.com/2020/08/putting-your-best-skein-forward-tips-for-preparing-skeins-for-fair-competition/

14

Hand Weaving

All items must include a 3’x5” index card with:
e Pattern designer and source
«  Name of yarn and source/breakdown of fibers OR other materials

Donor Awards
Best Beginner Entry in Weaving $50 award and a one-year membership in The Weavers Guild of
Springfield given by The Weavers Guild of Springfield

001 Linens, any woven fine linen such as runners, napkins / finger towels, kitchen linens, potholders, table
mats, etc.

002 Home and Office Furnishings, including wall hangings, rugs, pillows, upholstery, curtains, blankets, throws,
etc.

003 Wearable, including shawls, stoles, scarves, accessories, and any other wearable apparel
004 Yardage, uncut

005 Any woven item made of recycled materials

006 Mixed media. Any woven items that are at least 50% hand woven and any other fiber art.
007 Any other woven item

Sewn Items

It is recommended that exhibitors provide their own dress forms/mannequins for any items needing to be on full display
(wedding dresses, full costumes, etc.).

001 Formal Wear: Any length or style suitable for formal occasions or “after five” attire
002 Dress & skirts: Casual dress suitable for daytime wear

003 Lounge Wear

004 Athletic Wear: yoga wear, swimwear, sweatshirts, jogging wear
005 Business Attire

006 Costumes

007 Wedding apparel: Bride, groom, bridesmaid, tux, flower girl
008 Accessories: Bags, hats, etc.

009 Outerwear: Coats, jackets, and vests

010 Wool Penny Rugs

011 ltems made from YoYos

012 Other than classified
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Holiday Ornaments

To be classified as an ornament, the item must be hung from a hook or loop of material that serves as a hanging
apparatus. Hooks must be attached to each ornament so they can be hung.

Ornaments must not exceed 6 inches in any direction measured.

Ornaments may not exceed 8 ounces in weight.

Ornaments may be made of any material, but glass or other breakable materials are not recommended.
Ornaments from kits are not allowed. Ornaments made from unwrapped candy are not allowed.

001 Holiday Ornaments

Diamond Art

A kit or photo conversion* is when the subject is preprinted on a canvas following a color legend filling it in with drills (dots).
If a photo or original design has been converted, being printed on the canvas, making it a kit.

Design on a blank canvas is when the subject is not preprinted from another source such as a cross-stitch pattern, paint by
number, or the exhibitor’s original design, and put on a blank canvas.

*If it is derived from a photo or image, include a photo with your entry.

001 Accessories: Bookmarks, Ornaments, Coasters, Keychains, Stickers, etc. (YOUTH ONLY!)

002 Beginner: Can be larger drills/rhinestones, canvas size up to 8” x 6”. Canvases that are not full coverage
will also be considered Beginner.

003 Intermediate: Standard drills, canvas size up to 18” x 24”

004 Advanced: Standard drills, canvas size 18” x 24”and larger

005 Design on a blank canvas (any level)

Ribbon Refresh

The Big E Creative Arts Department will provide each exhibitor/group a bag containing the same number of ribbons. There will
be multiple colors and styles of ribbons. Every effort will be made to provide a variety of colors and styles; however, the
Creative Arts department will not take requests for additional ribbons, colors, or styles.

Supplementing with additional ribbons (other than those provided) is not permitted.

Ribbons can be cut, sewn, painted, ripped, burned, or manipulated.

Individuals or groups may enter this contest. We request one entry per family/household.

The exhibitor/group will be contacted with information regarding when ribbons can be picked up.

Entries cannot exceed 30” in any direction.

Structural materials used should be covered in ribbon. This does not include the poster or mat board used for mounting.

If mounted, white posterboard is preferred. If your art is on a stretched canvas or canvas board, it does not need a border.

01150 Ribbon Refresh



