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Department 2: Designer Craftsman Contest 
 
Entry fee (per entry item): $5  
 
Entry limit: Unlimited class entry, three (3) entries per exhibitor per class 
 
Entry deadline: August 15, 2026  Entry drop off: September 1, 2026 

 
Ribbons & Awards: Each contest entry will be awarded (if merited): Excellent, Very Good, Good, or 
Honorable Mention.  
 
One Best of Division will be awarded per age classification per division. 
 
Donor Awards are listed within their divisions. 
 

Designer Craftsman – Contest Rules 
 
• All entries in this contest MUST adhere to the rules below.  
• Any entry in violation will not be accepted for judging. 
 
Contest description: 
This contest features works in all fine craft media, which includes sculptural and decorative works in fiber, 
glass, jewelry, metal, paper, leather, wood, and many other media forms of art. 
 
Entry completion date: Entries must be completed within the past three (3) years 
 
Size requirement 

The entry size must not exceed 24" x 24" x 24” in size and must not weigh over 20 lbs. 
   Unless noted in the Division details. 
 
Prohibited entries 
   Entries will not be accepted if they are:  

 broken or damaged items. 
 
Entry requirements 

Entries must be appropriate for family viewing.  
judging is based on the quality of workmanship and originality of design. 

 
Judging Criteria 

Entries may be evaluated (but not limited to) in the following criteria:  
    Design   Creativity  Workmanship 

    Materials  Color   Finishing-As Applies 
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Designer Craftsman – Divisions 
 

Basketry 

Donor Awards 

 Best in Department: Youth or Best of Department: Adult Non-Professional $50 to be awarded in  

  premium check and a one-year membership given by Northeast Basketmakers Guild 

Palfrey Square Innovation Award $105 to be awarded in premium check given by Palfrey Square  
Basketry Collective. To be awarded to the basket which most exemplifies innovation by the use of  
unexpected types of material, or by the use of traditional materials in unexpected ways, or by the use of 
unconventional techniques, or by any other evidence that the creation is novel 

 

001 Round reed 

002 Flat reed 

003 Natural: Vines, bark, pine needles, etc. 

004 Traditional: Woven using a customary technique (Nantucket, Shaker, splint) 

005 Other: Woven using unusual techniques and/or materials other than those stated above 

006 Chair Caning & Chair Seating  

007 Other than classified 

 

Jewelry 

• No plastic beads permitted 

• Items required to be hung must have proper hanging devices. This includes earring cards, bracelet pillows and necklace 

stands 

• Jewelry sets are considered one entry consisting of a matching necklace, earrings, bracelet, etc. 

 

Donor Awards 

Most Funky Beaded Piece Gift bag of beads and jewelry sets given by Fire Mountain Gems and  

 Beads 

Metal Arts Jewelry Award $100 to be awarded in premium check given by SilverSpiral Creations, LLC 

 

001 Bead Embroidery: Hand-stitched beads onto a fabric or leather backing. 

002 Bead Weaving: Woven on a loom or using off-loom stitches with a needle and thread. 

003 Bead Strung  

004 Lampwork  

005 Crochet or knitted jewelry with beads, wire, or other material 

006 Kumihimo: Japanese braid making using a Kumihimo disk or Marudai. 

007 Metal Work: Handcrafted metal jewelry, including metal clay.  

008 Wire working: Composed mainly of wire, such as wire-wrapped stones or beads, woven wire, and Viking 

knitted wire jewelry.  

009 Chain Maille  

010 Polymer Clay: The piece must be at least 75% polymer clay. If using canes, they must be made by the 

artist. 

011 Other than classified  
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Handcrafted Dolls 

• You may also bring a stand or other method of displaying your doll or animal, and PLEASE put your name and 

address on the bottom. 

• Please indicate (give credit to) the pattern or teacher’s name on an index card. 

 

 All Cloth 

001 Designed and made by Exhibitor 

002 Made by Exhibitor using either a Commercial Pattern or in a Class using the Teacher’s Design  

 

 

 Mixed Media  

003 Designed and made by Exhibitor 

004 Made by Exhibitor using either a Commercial Pattern or in a Class using the Teacher’s Design.  

 

 

 Porcelain, Bisque or Other Molding Materials 

005 Made entirely by Exhibitor without the use of commercial molds, only molds designed by the exhibitor. 

006 Made with the use of a commercial mold.  

 

 Miniature – Maximum 8” In Height 

007 Designed and made by Exhibitor 

008 Made by Exhibitor using either a Commercial Pattern or in a Class using the Teacher’s Design.  

 

Woodworking 

• Each item entered must fit within a 24” by 24” by 24” table space.  

 

001 Scroll Saw  

002 Wood Turning 

003 Wood Carving  

004 Toys, puzzles and other wood projects 

005 Pyrography (wood burning) 

 

Glasswork (New for 2026!) 

• Entries are not to exceed 20” x 20” x 20” and 20 lbs. 

• Entries must be ready to display. Please include any display stands that are needed. 

 

001 Cold Glass: Stained glass with copper or lead foil 

002 Warm Glass: Fused/Kiln worked glass, slumped, mosaics 

003 Hot Glass: Torchwork, blown glass 
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Leatherwork (New for 2026!) 

• Entries must be original designs; cut and made by the contestant. Kits will not be allowed.  

• Awards will be made on the originality, suitability, applied craftsmanship, general appearance of the embellished 

design, construction pattern, and material used to create the leather article 

 

001 Any tooled leather article (carved / stamped /or embossed)  

002 Any hand sewn leather article  

 

  

Paper Crafts (New for 2026!) 

• Entries are not to exceed 18” x 18” x 18” and 20 lbs. 

• Entries must be ready to display. Please include any display stands that are needed. 

 

001 Origami  

002 Papier-mache  

003 Paper sculpture  

004 Quilling  

005 Scrapbooking: 2-page layout, pages must be in sleeves and join or link the two pages so they can be spread open,  

   must include some journaling (handwritten and/or computer generated) 

006 Card making 

007 Book page folding 

008 Paper cutting 

009 Book making 

010 Handcrafted paper 

 

  


