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Department 4: Fine Arts Contest 
 
Entry fee (per entry item): $5 unless noted within Division 
 
Entry limit: Unlimited class entry, three (3) entries per exhibitor per class 
 
Entry deadline: August 15, 2026  Entry drop off: September 1, 2026 

 
Ribbons & Awards*: Each contest entry will be awarded (if merited): Excellent, Very Good, Good, or 
Honorable Mention.  
 
One Best of Division will be awarded per age classification per category. 
 
Donor Awards are listed within their categories. 
 
 

Fine Arts – Contest Rules 
 
• All entries in this contest MUST adhere to the rules below.  
• Any entry in violation will not be accepted for judging. 
 
Contest description: 
This contest features work in all fine art media, which includes sculptural and decorative works in metal, 
paper, leather, wood, and many other forms of art. 
 
Entry completion date: Entries must be completed within the past three (3) years 
 
Size requirement 

The entry size must not exceed 24" x 24" x 24” in size and must not weigh over 20 lbs. 
   Unless noted in the Division details. 
 
Prohibited entries 
   Entries will not be accepted if they are:  

 Broken or damaged items. 
 Digital Art 
 Artwork that is not completely dry (not applicable for Plein Air) 
 Artwork with embellishments 

 
Entry requirements 

Entries must be appropriate for family viewing.  
Judging is based on the quality of workmanship and originality of design. 

 
 
Judging Criteria 

Entries may be evaluated (but not limited to) in the following criteria:  
    Design   Creativity  Workmanship 

    Materials  Color   Finishing-As Applies 
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Fine Arts – Divisions 
  

Paintings: Oils and Acrylics 

 Due to exhibit space limitations, we accept only one type of medium each year: 

 

YEAR DIVISION 

2026 Paintings - Acrylic & Oil Media 

2027 Paintings - Water Media 

2028 Drawings & Pastels 

 

1. All entries must be the original work of the entrant. 

2. All entered items must have been created within the last 4 years.  

3. Two-dimensional artwork may not exceed 400 square inches (20” by 20” or any equivalent combination), 

including the frame. We will not accept any entry exceeding the size limit.  

4. In keeping with Eastern States’ family orientation, items of an offensive, controversial, political, or objectionable 

nature or subject matter will not be accepted.  

5. Exhibition space is not climate controlled. 

 

001 Painting 

 

Miniatures (New for 2026!) 

• 2" x 2" minimum to 5" x 5" maximum 

• All miniatures must be a small-scale rendering of life-size objects, usually 1/10 or smaller. Life-size images that fit 

the dimensions will not be accepted. If the dimensions of the actual subject matter are less than twice the size of 

the miniature, the piece will not be accepted 

 

001 2D Artwork, any medium 

002 3D Artwork, any medium 

 

Plein Air 

  Entry fee: $10 
 
Plein Air awards are as follows: 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Plein Air Special Award presented to painter who captured the essence of The Big E as determined by 
representative(s) from Eastern State Exposition 

 

1. The contest is limited to 30 participants on a first-come, first-serve basis. Youth are 13-18 years of age 

as of January 1, 2026. 

Adult 
Champion 
$500 
 
Youth Champion 
$300 

Adult 
Reserve Champion 
$300 
 
Youth Reserve Champion 
$200 

Adult 
Honorable Mention 
$200 
 
Youth Honorable Mention 
$100 
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2. Artists must select an object or scene outdoors on the fairgrounds. Suggested areas are (but not limited 

to): 

1) Avenue of States (along the avenue or outside the state buildings) 
2) Coliseum 
3) Circus Museum 
4) Mallary Building  
5) Farm-A-Rama 
6) Gate 4 
7) New England Center  
8) Storrowton Village 

 
a. In case of inclement weather, rain alternatives will be provided. 

b. Buildings that are not accessible are: 

1) Better Living Center 

2) Horse barns 

3) Storrowton Homes 

4) Young Building 

5) Avenue of State Buildings 

 

3. Eastern States Exposition staff reserves the right to ask artists to relocate. 

4. You are welcome to visit the Fair prior to the contest (at artist’s expense) to choose your subject area; 

however, no photos or sketches of your subject will be allowed on contest day. 

5. Artists should bring their own supplies (canvas, easel, paints, brushes, etc.). Artists are responsible for 

maintaining all their materials and making sure items don't blow away. Media may include oils, acrylics, 

watercolors, pastels, and gouache. 

6. Artists must check in at Door 2 of the New England Center between 8 am and 10 am. The artist’s 

canvas, paper, board, etc. must be stamped by Eastern States Exposition staff prior to beginning work. 

For dark colored materials, please paint a white patch on the back to provide a visible stamping area. 

Up to three surfaces may be stamped at check-in. Only one submission will be judged. Should an 

exhibitor wish to drive onto the grounds to drop off their materials, all vehicles need to be removed by 9 

am. 

7. Artists will receive a contest exhibitor badge at check-in, which must be worn while painting. 

8. No matting or framing is allowed.  

9. Size is limited to 36” x 36” (up to 1,296 square inches). 

10. Artists will work on their piece from 9:30am-4:00pm.  

11. We are an educational fair and the public is encouraged to ask questions. Please be prepared to be 

interrupted with questions. You may bring one assistant with you to answer questions while you are 

working. Youth participants are required to have a chaperone with them during the contest. 

12. Artwork is to be completed and in the New England Center by 4:00pm for a 4:30 pm judging start time. 

Be prepared to display your artwork on your own easel. 

13. The check-in stamp must be visible on the back of each painting. 

14. A painting will be disqualified for judging if the artist:  
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a. Is found using a photographic device or photos on their easel 

b. Is not within the ticketed area of The Big E 

c. Intentionally impedes the sightlines of other artists 

15. A public awards presentation will be at 6:30 pm on the New England Center Stage. 

16. Artwork will remain on display until 8 pm. 

17. Eastern States Exposition, contest promoters and/or donors are not responsible for late, incomplete, or 

misdirected entries. 

18. Entries may be photographed and used by show donors for promotional purposes; the photos become 

the property of Eastern States Exposition. 

19. Released items may be picked up at 8:00 pm the day of the contest at the discretion of show 

management.  

20. With entry submission, you accept all contest rules and agree to be bound by the judges’ decisions, 

which will be final.  

 

001 Plein Air 

 

Pottery & Ceramics 

 

This department is intended for functional pottery and ceramics; any piece that is not purely decorative and has some 

intended use such as teapots, bowls, mugs, vases, etc. No commercial/bulk made castings will be accepted. 

 

Any non-functional decorative pottery and ceramics, please enter Sculpture.  

 

001 Hand-Built: any technique that do not involve the use of a potter’s wheel 

002 Wheel Thrown: any pottery that is created with the use of a potter’s wheel 

003 Slip Casting: forming ceramic ware by pouring slip into plaster molds 

 

Sculpture 

Three-dimensional art. Sculpture processes include but are not limited to carving, assembling, welding, modeling, 
molding, and casting. 
 

Donor Awards 

Metal Arts Jewelry Award $100 to be awarded in premium check given by SilverSpiral Creations, LLC 

 

001 Single Medium: Wood, stone, metal, glass, clay 

002 Mixed Media (2 or more mediums) 

003 Assemblage: hybrid art form that combines mundane or found objects in new and surprising ways 

004 Other Sculptural Artwork 

  


