Department 6: Foods Contest

Entry fee (per entry item): $5
Entry limit: Unlimited class entry, three (3) entries per exhibitor per class
Entry deadline: August 15, 2026 Entry drop off: September 1, 2026

Ribbons & Awards: Each contest entry will be awarded (if merited): Excellent, Very Good, Good, or
Honorable Mention.

One Best of Division will be awarded per age classification per division.

Donor Awards are listed within their divisions.

FOODS - CONTEST RULES

« All entries in this contest MUST adhere to the rules below.
* Any entry in violation will not be accepted for judging.

Entry completion date: All entries must have been freshly prepared unless noted.

Size requirement
e Vinegars:
i All containers must be clean, clear glass. No cracks, chips or rust.
ii. Size may not exceed 34 oz. or 1 liter.
iii.  Covers/caps must be clean, free of damage, rust-free, non-corrodible and easily removed.
Corks must be new. Spring or levered fasteners must have new rubber seals.
o Dried foods:
i. 2 clear jars between 40z to a pint (quart is acceptable but only if needed for the food product
size).
i. ldentification tags: Tags should be taped to the bottom of the container.
o Pantry Staples:
i.  One pint or six (6) servings of prepared food in a re-sealable zipper storage bag for judging.
i.  One quart of prepared food in a glass non-tinted lidded jar for display.
iii.  Entry ID Label: one on the bottom of the jar and one attached to the zipper storage bag.
e Baked goods:
i.  Each contestant is required to enter their item with a serving portion for six or more people.
ii.  All entries must be covered with a clear cover or clear plastic wrap. It is recommended to use
inexpensive, disposable storage containers for all entries. Eastern States Exposition is not
responsible for the return of your container or other items included with your entry.

Prohibited entries
Unsealed jars or jars showing signs of spoilage are subject to disqualification.

Unclean jars are subject to disqualification.
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Entry requirements
No tinted jars.

Must not require refrigeration.

Must be edible.

Date of preparation must be included.

Entries must include your name, phone number and e-mail address.

Entry recipes should be typed (preferred) or if handwritten, very legible.

The recipes do not need to be original, but the original source must be listed. Additional points are

awarded for original recipes.

Jars of prepared foods will be displayed during the Fair.

9. Eastern States Exposition reserves the right to not display entered items for the entire duration of the
fair.

10. Entrants may be disqualified at the discretion of judges and Eastern States Exposition Management.
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Judging Criteria
Entries may be evaluated (but not limited to) in the following criteria:

Proper labeling Absence of bubbles or foam

Density Color & Brightness

Freedom from crystals and granulation Container appearance

Cleanliness Uniformity of jars and accuracy of filling

FOODS - DIVISIONS

Best Junior Entry $25 to be awarded in premium check given by American Made Crafter’'s by A&W
Best Child Entry $25 to be awarded in premium check given by American Made Crafter’'s by A&W

Flavored Vinegar
Flavored vinegar container seals may be broken to perform an olfactory examination of the entry during judging.

001  Flavored Vinegar

Dried Foods

Awards will be made based on color, size and shape, texture, packaging, and labeling. Evaluation will include olfactory
examination. Must be edible.

001 Dried Herbs

002  Dried Fruit

003  Jerky

004 Leathers

005  Other Dried Foods

Flavored Popcorn

The recipe may not be one that was previously submitted by the exhibitor in a prior year. Jars of popcorn will be displayed
during the Fair.
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001 Flavored Popcorn

Homemade Granola

The recipe may not be one that was previously submitted by the exhibitor in a prior year. Jars of granola will be displayed
during the Fair.

001 Homemade Granola

Food Mixes in a Jar

All jar ingredients must not require refrigeration (the made-up recipe may require refrigeration and must be stored properly
prior to delivery.) You must notify us when you drop off your prepared recipe on receiving day if it requires refrigeration.

001 Food Mixes in a Jar

Homemade Candies

001  Caramels

002  Fudge: Chocolate

003  Fudge: Non-chocolate
004 Hand dipped chocolates
005 Hard candies

006  Mints

007  Nut brittles

008  Nutrolls

009 Pralines

010 Toffee

Quick Breads & Muffins

All entries must contain a leavening agent. See Yeast Breads for entries with yeast as the rising agent.

001 Quick Breads
002 Muffins

Yeast Breads

All entries must contain yeast, either naturally formed or added. See Quick Breads and Muffins for entries without yeast as
the rising agent.

001  Sweet Breads

002 Traditional Breads
003  Sourdough Breads
004  Sandwich Breads
005  Other than classified



King Arthur Baking Company

. The Contest is intended for amateur bakers only.
2. Exhibitors must use King Arthur Flour and bring the opened baq of King Arthur Flour or submit a UPC label
from the flour bag when they submit the entry.
3. King Arthur and Eastern States Exposition are not responsible for replacing lost or misplaced prizes or ribbons
(including gift cards).
a. Adults:
First: $75 Gift Card to King Arthur Baking Co.
Second: $50 Gift Card to King Arthur Baking Co.
Third: $25 Gift Card to King Arthur Baking Co.
b. Youth:
First: $40 Gift Card to King Arthur Baking Co.
Second: $25 Gift Card to King Arthur Baking Co.
Third: King Arthur Tote Bag

001  King Arthur Baking: Bagels

Baked Pies

001  Sweet pie
002  Savory pie

Cookies (Returning for 2026!)

001  Chocolate

002 Chocolate chip

003  Sugar

004  Spiced

005  Fruits (including Jams)
006  Macaron (almond flour)
007  Macaroon (coconut)
008 Oatmeal

009  Peanut Butter

010  Shortbread

011  Snickerdoodle

012  Decorated (any type)
013 No-Bake

014  Bars
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Gluten Free

This department is open to any baked item made without using wheat, oats, barley, or rye flours and their byproducts.
Oats, while naturally gluten free, are included due to possible cross contamination at processing facilities per Mayo Clinic
and Massachusetts General.

001 Gluten Free Traditional Breads
002  Gluten Free Quick Breads

003  Gluten Free Cakes & Cupcakes
004  Gluten Free Cookies

005  Gluten Free Pies & Pastries

006  Gluten Free - Other than classified


https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/in-depth/gluten-free-diet/art-20048530
https://www.massgeneral.org/assets/mgh/pdf/medicine/gastroenterology/gluten_free_diet.pdf

