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Department 7: Fun at the Fair Contest 
 

Entry limit: 1 per exhibitor per fair year 
 
 

Fun at the Fair – Contest Rules 
 
• All entries in this contest MUST adhere to the general rules.  
• Any entry in violation will not be accepted for judging. 

 

 

Fun at the Fair – Divisions 
 

Where is Chick-E? Location Hunt 

Daily 

 

Want a chance to win an award while enjoying all the wonderful events, shows and vendors at The Big E? Fill 

out our Where is Chick-E Location Hunt and turn your completed form into the Creative Arts office to see if 

you win! 

 

001 Where is Chick-E? 

 

Find Chick-E around the Fair! 
Location Hunt 

 

There are 4 statues of Chick-E that are stationed throughout the 

fairgrounds.  

 

Can you find them all? 

 

 

1.      2.      

 

3.      4.      
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New England Center Scavenger Hunt 

Daily 

 

Want a chance to win an award while enjoying all the wonderful handmade items on display in the New 

England Center? Fill out our Fun Facts Scavenger Hunt and turn your completed form into the Creative Arts 

office to see if you win! 

 

001 New England Center Scavenger Hunt 
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Fun Facts and Finds from the New England Center  
 

Welcome to one of the oldest buildings on the grounds of the Eastern States Exposition.  This facility is directed by the 

Agriculture and Education Department and is dedicated to the Arts, education and non-profit community group 

involvement. The New England Center is also the longtime home to visiting 4-H Clubs from New England.  Here are 

some fun facts and information you can find when you visit the New England Center during the fair.    
 

What states make up New England?  1.    2.     3.     

4.     5.     6.     

 

How old is the 4-H organization?        

 

What is the symbol of the 4-H organization and its color?       &     

 

What does the 4-H symbol represent? 1.      2.       

3.      4.      

 

There are only two food items sold in the New England Center. What are they?  

     &       

 

What type of traditional New England baskets are unique to Massachusetts?      

(Hint- It’s also a Massachusetts island)  

 

Which international city was first associated with lace?      

 

How far back does quilting date back to?      

 

Where and when was the first national quilt contest held?      

 

What is the longest running crochet pattern?       

 

Why is crochet a handcraft?       

 

What is the expected lifespan of cotton?     

 

What was unique about the first knitting union in Paris, France in 1527?     

 

Where was the oldest known ceramic found?      

 

How long would it take you to finish a 4,000-piece puzzle compared to a 500-piece puzzle?     

 

There are 20,000 species of bees on Earth. How many of them make honey?     

 

What was illegal to serve on cherry pie in Kansas?       

 

What was your favorite entry/exhibit in the NEC?       

 
 

Submit completed sheets to the Creative Arts Office in the New England Center to see if you win! 
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Cake Decorating – LIVE at The Big E! 

 

Entry fee: $10 

 

Thursday, September 24, 2026  

 Check in: 8 – 10 am 
 Contest: 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 Judging: 1 – 2:30 pm 
 Awards: 3 pm 
 
001 Cake Decorating-Live at The Big E! 
 
RULES 

1. All pre-registered exhibitors will receive reimbursement for one (1) entry ticket and $10 for 
parking per household upon receipt of entered items. Exhibitor must be present for reimbursement. 

2. The contest is limited to 10 participants on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
3. Youth participants are required to have a chaperone within the building during all aspects of the contest.  
4. Exhibitors should bring their own supplies (bowls, spatulas, bags and tips, etc.). There are no kitchen 

facilities available, so please keep this in mind when planning your materials to bring. 
5. Exhibitors must check in at Door 2 of the New England Center between 8:00am and 10:00am. Should an 

exhibitor wish to drive onto the grounds to drop off their materials, all vehicles need to be removed by 9:00 
am. 

6. Exhibitors will receive a contest exhibitor badge at check-in, which must be worn while competing. 
7. A public awards presentation will be at 3:30 pm on the New England Center Stage. 
8. Cakes will remain on display until 6:30 pm. 
9. Entries may be photographed and used by show donors for promotional purposes; the photos become the 

property of Eastern States Exposition. 
10. Released items may be picked up between 6:30 and 8:30 pm the day of the contest at the discretion of 

show management.  
11. An instructor/professional is an individual who grosses more than $2,000 per year from their craft, whether 

in sales or teaching.  Youth are 13-18 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 
12. With entry submission, you accept all contest rules and agree to be bound by the judges’ decisions, which 

will be final.  
 
Requirements: 

• All cakes need to be baked, and crumb coated before arriving at the Fairgrounds 

• Cake Size: Two-tiers required. Minimum of 6 inches diameter x 4 inches tall & 10 inches diameter 
by 4 inches tall  

• Cake base boards must be 2 inches larger than your base cake. 

• Some decorations can be prepared ahead of time off the cake (up to 15% of decorations) 
• Assembly of cake and decorations must be done live onsite 
• 2026 Theme: “Unexpect Everything” or Celebrating America’s 250th anniversary  
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Frosting Note: Cakes will be on display for much of the day without refrigeration. Please take this into 
consideration when planning your frosting selections.   

Awards: 

  

Adult: 

   Champion: $500 

   Reserve Champion: $300 

   Honorable Mention: $200 

   

Youth: 

   Champion: $300  

   Reserve Champion: $200 

   Honorable Mention: $100 

People’s Choice Award presented to the pastry artist who captures the essence of The Big E as voted on by 

the public 

 

Jigsaw Puzzle Challenge 

 

Thursday, October 1, 2026  

  Check in: 5:30 – 6:15 pm 

  Contest: 6:30 – 8 pm 

 

001 Jigsaw Puzzle Challenge 

 

Entry limit: 1 entry per team 

   Teams are 1-4 people. Only one (1) person needs to register. Upon acceptance, you will be contacted for your 

team’s name, names of participants and their addresses. The Big E has a right to restrict the total number of teams 

entered. Team acceptance will be based on entry receipt date. 

 

Rules 

1. Each team receives the same 500-piece puzzle. 

2. No one gets to see the puzzle until the timer begins – the puzzle boxes are placed face down before the 

competition starts. 

3. Individuals or teams try to put the puzzle together the fastest. Placing is based on the fastest time.  

4. If there is no declared winner by 8:15 pm, the winner is chosen by the remaining number of loose pieces for 

each team. 

5. In the event of a tie, individuals or teams can be given an additional five minutes to work on the puzzle. 

6. There are no devices or outside assistance permitted while working on a puzzle. 

7. No food or beverage (except for water) is permitted in the contest area. 

8. Individuals and teams are not allowed to distract or approach team tables when the competition is in 

progress. 

9. Contestants must purchase a pass to the Fair as well as parking. An exhibitor registration received by the due 

date (in chart above), accepted for the contest, and meeting all the rules of the contest will receive 

reimbursement for one (1) entry ticket per team member and $10 for parking per team upon table assignment 

the evening of the contest. Exhibitors must be present for reimbursement. Reimbursement will be provided at 

the end of the contest.  

10. Premiums are paid per team, not per individual. 

11. By participating, you accept all contest rules and agree to be bound by the judges’ decision, which will be 

final.  

12. Eastern States Exposition may limit the number of teams entered.  
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Awards: 

  First Place: $100 

  Second Place: $50 

  Third Place: $25 

 

The Big E Puzzle Challenge is proudly sponsored by a regional puzzle company. 

  


