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General Rules and Regulations 
 
1. Exhibitor Compliance: A signed entry serves as an agreement to comply with all rules and regulations 

contained within these guidelines and all other official publications from Eastern States Exposition (ESE), 
producer of The Big E (including changes posted on our website). Incomplete and/or unsigned entries will 
be returned with any accompanying payment.  
 

2. Subjects: In keeping with ESE’s commitment to providing a family-friendly experience for guests of all 
ages, items deemed offensive, controversial, political or otherwise objectionable in nature or subject 
matter may be disqualified from judging at the discretion of ESE. 
 

3. Premium Payment: ESE assumes no responsibility for premium checks once they have been presented 
to the exhibitor. All checks must be cashed, and any missing checks must be reported prior to 
December 31 of the year of entry. Checks not cashed within 90 days of the issue date will become void 
and will be deemed a donation to ESE’s Creative Arts Department. After January 1 of the following year, 
the show books are closed and no protests or claims will be accepted. 
 

4. Release: All release documents will be issued by ESE management. Exhibitors who remove one or more 
entries without an authorized release will forfeit all premiums awarded. 

 
5. Loss or Damage: In no case shall ESE or its management be held responsible for any loss or damage 

that may occur. Each exhibitor is solely responsible for any loss, injury or damage involving their entry. 
Any loss, injury or damage caused by or arising from an exhibitor’s entry shall indemnify and hold 
harmless ESE from any legal action or other proceedings related thereto. ESE will exercise every 
reasonable precaution in the handling and display of entries from the time they are received until their 
release at the conclusion of The Big E. All exhibits shall remain under the direction of ESE management, 
which will exercise reasonable care in the protection of exhibits. Exhibitors are strongly encouraged to 
carry homeowners or renters' insurance to help protect items of significant value. Insurance coverage 
while entries are in transit remains the responsibility of the exhibitor. 

 
6. Entry Limits: There is no limit to the number of entries that may be submitted for evaluation. ESE 

reserves the right to limit the number of entries accepted for display due to space limitations or any other 
reason deemed necessary by management.  

 
7. Entry Fees: Entry fees are listed for each department. All entry fees are non-refundable.  
 
8. Decisions by Judges: Placings are based on the Danish system, a method of evaluation in which a 

participant’s product, skill or exhibit is judged against established standards for that class or contest 
rather than against the work of other exhibitors. Entries are not guaranteed a placement in any 
department or contest. 
 

 Judges’ decisions are final. Decisions may not be disputed with the office staff or volunteers. Judges 
reserve the right to award entries at the level warranted by the quality of the work. If an entry does not 
meet the standards or quality established for a class, awards may be omitted. Judges reserve the right to 
reassign entries to another division if they feel the entry is incorrectly listed. The judges may also add or 
augment a division within a Division to enable them to properly evaluate the work.  
 

9. Grievance Procedure: An exhibitor wishing to protest or appeal any action, condition or circumstance 
occurring during the show that they believe is detrimental to their interests, the interests of fellow exhibitors 
or those of Eastern States Exposition may submit a written protest or appeal to management at any time 
prior to the release of their exhibits. A $100 fee must accompany the written protest or appeal. 
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The fee will be refunded if the protest or appeal is sustained and forfeited if it is denied. Protests regarding 
the competency, qualifications or fairness of judges will not be considered. In all cases involving a 
complaint, protest or appeal, the decision of the grievance committee shall be final and binding. 
 

10. Award results: Results will be posted on TheBigE.com and The Big E Creative Arts Facebook page as 
soon as possible, typically within one week of the Fair’s opening. Due to the volume of entries, processing 
and verification may take several days. Please note that results are posted online only. Initial postings are 
considered preliminary and may be updated as entries are reviewed and verified. Final, official results will 
be posted once the review process is complete. 

  

http://www.thebige.com/
http://www.facebook.com/BigECreativeArts



