
 

 

 

Contact: Elizabeth Gourde 
Communications & Public 

Relations Coordinator 
More Info: (413) 205-5041 

 
For Immediate Release–West Springfield, Mass. 

Sept. 22, 2026 
 

 
THE BIG E HONORS FORMER RACER BOB POLVERARI AT COLLECTOR CAR LIVE 

During Collector Car Live on Tuesday, Sept. 22, in The Big E Arena, sponsored by Truly Hard Seltzer, a 
surprise presentation lead by Mike Joy of NASCAR, Wayne Carini of Chasing Classic Cars, Steve 
Magnante of Barrett-Jackson, former racer Al Fini, April Rose of April’s Garage and Tyler Hoover of 
Hoovies Garage recognized former racer Bob Polverari with The Big E Lifetime Achievement Award. 

“Over the course of my career, I had a lot of fun,” said Polverari. “It was enjoyable. I always have fun 
racing with the ladies and gentlemen that join me on the track. The crew is so important, and those that 
were with me through my better years with the 711 made the difference. Thank you.” 

“We got to see a lot of your career at Riverside Park,” said Joy, “including the transition from an 
occasional top ten finisher in the 711 coupe to contender to winner to champion. Congratulations.” 

Polverari was a three-time feature winner at Stafford Speedway of Stafford Springs, Conn. He began 
racing at a soapbox derby in 1948 before debuting his iconic #711 at Riverside Park in Agawam, Mass., in 
the mid-1950s. He retired briefly in 1955 but returned as a novice in 1961, taking time off from 1963-
1964 to race snowmobiles.  

In 1969, something clicked for him while in the modified division. There he won five track 
championships, including three consecutive wins from 1975-1977. In 1975, he won Harvey Tattersall Jr.’s 
final United Stock Car Racing Association feature at Riverside. He had his best season in 1976 when he 
garnered a record eight wins. He would win the title again in 1982 and 1990. He also had four Riverside 
500 victories, including in 1978 with teammate Jerry Cook when Polverari drove 487 of 500 laps. 

He also raced in 67 NASCAR Modified Tour events in 1982 and finished third among national points 
standings and practiced laps at the speedway at Eastern States Exposition multiple times in the 1950s. 
He was presented with his lifetime achievement award on a stage placed where lane one of the track 
was once paved. Over his four-decade career, Polverari stunned the Northeast racing community, 
leaving fans reeling when he announced that he would stop racing to focus on his family, business and 
extensive real estate holdings. His career had spanned more than 40 years, and it ended with the 1990 
season at the age of 54.  



 

This was until 1997, when Polverari’s urge to race returned. When he couldn’t quiet it, he teamed up 
with TG Racing. He qualified for the season opening Pepsi 200 in 1998 and out-qualified Modified Tour 
regulars despite his eight-year long hiatus. He returned to a partial Modified Tour schedule from 1998-
2005, including taking down the win in the final at Riverside in the fall of 1999 before hanging up his 
helmet, though it seems it is never really put away for good. 

“Bob, who is now 89 years young, raced at Stafford Speedway yet again just two weeks ago,” Joy shared 
with the audience with a laugh during the presentation. 

Tyler Hoover of Hoovies Garage and April Rose of Aprils Garage, both beloved internet personalities and 
on-air announcers for Barrett-Jackson, attended Collector Car Live in The Big E Arena for the first time 
this year, and joined show hosts Carini, Joy, Magnante and other industry professionals for the occasion. 

After the presentation, hosts and special guests came together to talk on a panel, fittingly called “Rides, 
Restos and Racers,” where they discussed their most impressive finds and flips, as well as general 
industry trends among restoration-geared audiences and racing fans. Following the panel, guests 
enjoyed a meet and greet with the panelists. 

The event featured a high-octane showcase of machines that turn heads and tell stories. The curated 
collection of more than 100 first-class custom and collector show vehicles from the early 1900s to 
modern marvels. Expect tight lines of chrome and horsepower on display, all for a community that 
knows the difference between stock and shock factor.  

Connecticut-based artist Daniel Sheridan created a commemorative poster for the event, which can be 
purchased at The Official Big E Merch Store by TSMGI. A limited quantity of signed posters will be 
available for purchase. 

Are you a gearhead upset about missing Collector Car Live? Not to fear! Head to TheBigE.com to find 
details about The Big E Bike Night, happening in The Big E Arena on Tuesday, Sept. 29, from 4-8pm, and 
featuring a performance by local band of legend, Trailer Trash. This event in The Big E Arena is free with 
the price of Fair admission. 
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About The Big E 
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, celebrating the rich history, culture and traditions 
of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E presents the 
finest in agriculture, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest 
caliber of varied entertainment to the people of the United States for more than a century. The 17-day 
event has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the fourth largest fair in 

https://www.thebige.com/


 

North America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and counting. Head to 
TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about. 

Find a photo gallery from Collector Car Live 2026 in The Big E Arena, sponsored by Truly Hard Seltzer, at 
the Flickr link HERE!  

 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjD5LTy

