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HOW THE BIG E IS TURNING A BUTTER SCUPLTURE  
 INTO RENEWABLE ENERGY 

West Springfield, Mass.—Those that have experienced The Big E know it’s where you learn to unexpect 
everything, like a massive sculpture made of butter. You can find this year’s America 250-themed 
sculpture in front of the Mallary Complex, but used butter can’t be repurposed into breakfast. That’s why 
Eastern States Exposition (ESE) has partnered with Vanguard Renewables and Agri-Mark to have the 
butter sustainably repurposed into clean energy via anaerobic digestion on a local dairy farm. 

The sculpture is made of butter generously donated by Agri-Mark. The shaping of the butter is 
sponsored by the Massachusetts Dairy Promotion Board and completed by expert carvers Jim Victor and 
Marie Pelton of Conshohocken, Penn. This will be Victor’s last year sculpting at The Big E before retiring 
from the butter scene, so he intends to go out with a bang; Fairgoers can expect a colossal creation 
shaped like a birthday cake for the nation’s semi quincentennial. At the very top, you’ll find General 
George Washington on horseback, and the butter yellow peaks carved into cake frosting will contain 
iconic American landmarks and cultural callouts. 

At the conclusion of the Fair, the 600 lbs. of butter used to make the sculpture will be removed from its 
metal frames, sorted into bags, placed on pallets and delivered to the Vanguard Renewables anerobic 
digester at Barstow’s Longview Farm, an Agri-Mark member farm in Hadley, Mass.  

Anaerobic digestion is a natural process that breaks down organic materials in a sealed tank. As the 
butter and other organic materials break down, a gas is created that is captured and purified into a 
renewable energy source that can be used to heat homes and businesses, generate electricity or as 
transportation fuel. The process also yields a nutrient-rich byproduct that is returned to the farm to be 
repurposed as fertilizer, helping improve soil health and reducing the need for chemical fertilizers. 

ESE prides itself on upholding agriculture in New England. To repurpose the sculpture in a meaningful 
way that will benefit the organization’s driving cause, the farmer, is a success. 
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About Eastern States Exposition 
It’s always showtime at Eastern States Exposition (ESE), a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation located in 
West Springfield, Mass. ESE is committed to excellence in providing opportunities for the development 
and promotion of agriculture, industry, education and family entertainment while preserving our New 
England heritage. The 175-acre campus holds five exhibition buildings, equivalent to 355,000 square feet 
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of ground level indoor space. Their year-round, on-site dining and entertainment locations include 
Storrowton Village Museum, Eastern States Farmers Market & Wine Café, Storrowton Tavern & Carriage 
House. The facility also hosts more than 120 shows and events annually, such as The Big E, America’s 
only multi-state fair, and Hooplandia, the Northeast’s Ultimate 3x3 Basketball Tourney + Festival. For 
more information, check out EasternStatesExposition.com, or find us on social media. 
 
About The Big E  
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, and it celebrates the rich history, culture and 
traditions of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E 
has presented the finest in agricultural, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, as 
well as the highest caliber of variety entertainment, to the people of the United States for more than a 
century. The 17-day event has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the 
fourth largest fair in North America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and 
counting. Head to TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about.  
 
About Vanguard Renewables 
Vanguard Renewables is a leading environmental services company and producer of biomethane from 
organic waste. Headquartered in Weston, Massachusetts, the company builds, owns, and operates on-
farm anaerobic digesters that convert food, beverage, and agricultural waste into pipeline-ready 
renewable natural gas. Vanguard Renewables is rapidly scaling its footprint, operating sites across the 
Northeast, Midwest, and Southeast while developing additional facilities nationwide. By diverting 
organic waste streams from landfills, the company is reducing greenhouse gas emissions at scale while 
supporting critical domestic energy infrastructure and regenerative agriculture for America's farms.  
 

Find images of the butter sculpture HERE! 

https://www.easternstatesexposition.com/
https://www.instagram.com/easternstatesexposition/
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjD6tGB

