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FOZZY, GAYLE AND MORE ADDED TO STAR-STUDDED LINEUP 
ON THE COURT OF HONOR STAGE AT THE BIG E 

The Big E’s Court of Honor Stage, sponsored by MattressFirm, offers access to performances by leading 
names in entertainment which are free with admission throughout the Fair. These concerts and variety 
acts are free with the price of an admission ticket and take place at 12, 2, 5 and 8pm daily. The Big E is 
thrilled to announce that Marcy Playground, Fozzy, Gayle and Funky Dawgz have been added to the 
queue for the Court of Honor, so you can look forward to hearing them when The Big E lights up West 
Springfield, Mass., in a series of stars and spotlights again, from Sept. 18 to Oct. 4. 

Marcy Playground – Wednesday through Thursday, September 23-24, 2pm 
The band is named after Marcy Open grade school in Minneapolis, Minn., where lead singer and 
songwriter John Wozniak attended. In the early 1990s, Wozniak moved to New York where he met co-
founder and bassist, Dylan Keefe. The two eventually signed with Capitol Records and they have been a 
touring and recording partnership ever since.   

Since their breakthrough hit, “Sex and Candy” (1997), the band has been actively touring and recording 
for more than 25 years. They have five worldwide studio albums and an extensive tour history, film and 
TV placements and more than 130 million streams. The debut album which hosts the aforementioned 
radio classic spent 15 weeks at No. 1 on the Billboard Modern Rock chart. Although the album was 
largely known for that hit, it sparked a three charting singles, including “Sherry Fraser” and “Saint Joe on 
the School Bus, which all proved MTV and VH1 favorites. Their sophomore album, Shapeshifter, 
produced a Billboard Modern Rock charting single in “Its Saturday.” 

 The band is no stranger to the big screen; their songs are featured on soundtracks such as Cruel Intentions, 
Antitrust, Simply Irresistible, Hurricane Streets and films by writer and director Kevin Smith (Jay and Silent 
Bob Strike Back and Zack and Miri Make a P*rno). The band continues to actively tour their “flawlessly 
performed” (The Void Report) live show of cult classics and hits. 

Fozzy – Thursday, September 24, 8pm 
Rich Ward leads the band and is one of the most versatile riff machines and songwriters in Rock and Roll 
today. Chris Jericho’s skills as a frontman are second to none and his vocal style and range are both 
unique and instantly recognizable. The powerhouse drumming of Frank Fontsere is the cornerstone of 
Fozzy’s sound, along with the blazing solos of Billy Grey and the rock star energy of new bass player, PJ 
Farley. These are five legit rock stars, whose energy charisma light up every stage they play on and every 
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crowd they perform for. As a result, it’s no surprise that Fozzy has skyrocketed into one of the hottest 
Modern Rock acts in years. 

The band inched up the ladder after releasing four progressively popular studio albums in the 2000s. 
However, it was 2012’s Sins and Bones, which featured the hit single “Sandpaper” (more than 4.5 million 
views on YouTube) that found the band reaching a level of legitimacy that drew a massive audience to 
drink in their trademark heavy melodic groove. The album reached No. 143 on the Billboard Top 200, bit 
it was their next album, 2014’s Do You Wanna Start a War (produced by Ward), that really blew the door 
open, debuting at No. 54 on Billboard and giving the band their first Top 30 single in “Lights Go Out,” 
which has since been blazed in sports arena worldwide. 

Nothing, however, has compared to the juggernaut of the Judas (2017) album; the title track spent five 
weeks at No. 1 the highly influential “Big Uns Countdown” on Sirius XM’s Octane channel, amassed over 
47 million views for its video on YouTube, cracked the Top 5 on the US Rock Radio Charts and is still 
heard by millions of fans worldwide on the TNT Network’s popular “AEW Dynamite” program. The follow 
up single “Painless” hit No. 9 on the charts and nearly 10 million YouTube views, with “Burn Me Out” 
peaking at No. 18 and “Nowhere to Run” becoming Fozzy’s third Top 10 hit in 2020.  

Gayle – Friday, September 25, 8pm 
At the time of her incendiary debut EP, a study of the human experience volume one, Gayle shared a 
batch of songs that captured the most specific and vividly real emotions—the tension between longing 
for connection and fearing vulnerability and the risk and thrill of refusing to compromise your own 
needs. Released in 2022, the six-track project features her electrifying smash single “abcdefu,” a double-
Platinum anthem that held the No. 1 spot on Top 40 radio for three consecutive weeks, topped the 
Billboard Global 200 for nine consecutive weeks, hit the Top 3 on the Billboard Hot 100 and propelled 
the Nashville-based artist to such milestones as earning her first-ever Grammy Award nomination in the 
“Song of the Year” category. She was also named a Billboard Music Awards finalist and earned such 
honors as the American Music Award and People’s Choice Award nominations in “New Artist of the 
Year,” two MTV VMA nominations, a Kid’s Choice Award nomination and an NSAI Award in their “10 
Songs I Wish I’d Written” list.  

Her success continued with the release of a study of the human experience volume two, which toted 
“fmk” with blackbear, and the complimentary a study of the human experience two and a half, which 
pairs the familiar hits of the original EP with fresh perspective and new delivery. In 2023, her debut 
studio album, Mirror (2023), included singles such as “Me,” which she co-wrote with the legendary Kelly 
Clarkson. Greta Gerwig’s Barbie (2023), which collected accolades at the Academy Awards, BAFTAs, 
Grammy Awards, Golden Globes and more, recruited Gayle for a bedroom-Pop rework of the song 
“Butterfly” by Crazy Town.  

She’s continued to release remarkable singles such as “kinda smacks,” “internet baby” and her latest solo 
work, “junebug!” With each live performance—including tours on which she has supported legends 
Taylor Swift, P!nk, Tate McRae and AJR—she delivers veritable hits and a well-rounded, emotive setlist 
full of scathing honesty and growing pains.  



 

Funky Dawgz – Friday, October 2, 8pm 
One of the premier touring acts in the live music scene today—it is impossible to not enjoy yourself 
during a show as they play a contagious upbeat mix of original music, Hip Hop, Funk and top hits with a 
brass twist. 

Emerging from Connecticut, they have toured internationally and been featured in all corners of the live 
music. From sold-out shows at Madison Square Gaden as the horn section for Dispatch, to Okeechobee, 
to closing out the Peach Music Festival, their performances flow seamlessly from electronic dance music 
festivals to jam band festivals. They were also recently featured on national televised programming on 
ESPN, both as the house band for the March Madness Tournament Challenge and the opening segment 
of First Take, and on the Hulu and FX hit series Fargo starring Chris Rock.  

The Funky Dawgz are dropping jaws with their high-energy horns, which have been featured with 
Dispatch, Tower of Power, Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue, Galactic, Sammy Rae & The Friends, 
Lawrence, Vulfpeck, We the Kings, Pigeons Playing Ping Pong, Snarky Puppy, The Soul Rebels, Lettuce, 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Rebirth Brass Band, Twiddle and more. 

When they aren’t playing shows, they’re still touring to give back to the community—aiming to connect, 
engage, inspire and rejuvenate with music education in inner city schools country-wide. The band 
performs and grants master classes to young musicians in elementary, middle and high schools across 
the United States. 

The Court of Honor Stage hosts entertainment that is free to the public daily at 12, 2, 5 and 8pm 
throughout the length of the Fair, Sept. 18 to Oct. 4. More information about each of these artists and 
the rest of the Fair’s top-notch entertainment can be found at TheBigE.com.  
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About The Big E  
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, and it celebrates the rich history, culture and 
traditions of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E has 
presented the finest in agricultural, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, as well 
as the highest caliber of variety entertainment, to the people of the United States for more than a 
century. The 17-day event has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the 
fourth largest fair in North America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and 
counting. Head to TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about.  
 

Find a photo gallery with Court of Honor Stage performer photos HERE! 

https://www.thebige.com/events/entertainment
https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCUVwQ

