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REINING IN EXCELLENCE:
VISIT THE EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION HERITAGE HORSE SHOW DURING THE BIG E

The Coliseum in West Springfield, Mass., has opened its gates to world class horses many a time during
the Eastern States Exposition (ESE) Heritage Horse Show, and 2026 will be no exception. During The Big
E, Sept. 18 through Oct. 4, the Fair invites you to attend any of the four impressive ESE Horse Shows,
including the Hunter, Saddlehorse, Draft Horse and 4-H Horse Shows.

“The horse shows at Eastern States Exposition are a big part of the history at The Big E,” said Val Beyer,
ESE Horse Show Administrator. “They have grown and changed over many decades, all while educating
the public every year about multiple disciplines of equestrian showing. Families have been bringing their
horses here for generations with grandparents, parents and their children, each showing in the same
Coliseum.”

Hunter Show
The Horse of the Year (HOTY) Zone 1 Finals and Hunter Show, Sept. 15-20

The highlight of these five days is The $15,000 Big E Opening Night Hunter Classic will take place on
Friday, Sept. 18, at 7pm. The event has increased its prize money, raising the stakes for its equine
exhibitors. Horses in the hunter division are judged on performance and conformation. Judges note
whether a horse can leap over obstacles while maintaining a “hunting pace,” or a speed that would keep
them in line with hounds and other horses in a foxhunt. The jumps, or fences, used in this class simulate
the obstacles that would be encountered in such a foxhunt, including the posts, rails, brush and stone
walls of a hunting field. A horse has jumped “clean” when they clear a jump, especially if they do not so
much as tap the obstacle in their way.

Saddlehorse Show
The Saddlehorse Show, Sept. 24-27

The horses celebrated during this stretch of the Fair are judged for their movement, style and presence.
The American Saddlebred is the best-known among the group—a breed first created in the United States
that has become known for its stamina and endurance. Hackney is a breed of carriage horse or pony that
originates in England, and it is one of the oldest horse breeds. The original Morgan was born in West
Springfield, which is home to ESE. The breed is named for Justin Morgan, who owned Figure, the first
Morgan horse. Lastly, the Friesian horse is characteristically tall, strong and graceful with an even
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temperament. There are also a variety of open classes which ensure that all saddlehorse breeds can
participate—whether you own an Arabian or a Quarter Horse.

4-H Horse Show
The Big E 4-H Horse Show, Sept. 25-27

In 2025, more than 3,000 4-H students exhibited at the Fair. This is an exciting opportunity for youngsters
aged 12-18 to showcase the projects that they have been laboring over throughout the year. Horses are
just one of the many projects that can be shown at The Big E—others include dairy goats, poultry,
rabbits, beef, dogs and crafts and homemaking. Many 4-H projects can be seen in the New England
Center or Farm-A-Rama throughout all 17 days of the Fair, but 4-H Day, Sept. 19, at The Big E is surely the
occasion that provides the largest platform for 4-Hers. Chat with these informed, hardworking students
about their projects, and be sure to wave as they go by in The Big Parade at 6pm.

Draft Horses
The Draft Horse Show, Oct. 1-4

The highlight of the Draft Horse Show is Six Horse Hitch Showdown, during which an impressive $50,000
purse is awarded during the grand finale on Sunday, Oct. 4, at 2:30pm. Judges consider every aspect of
each hitch—the horses, harness, wagon, driver, performance and overall aesthetic appeal. This is why so
many competitors arrive in marvelous color-coordinated costumes.

During the drive, a hitch is judged for its walk, trot, reverse and lineup, and each pair of horses serves as
a team with a specific job. The front horses are the lead team that has been selected to set the pace for
the hitch and make a positive first impression. The swing team, or middle pair, helps most when
rounding corners. The largest pair is typically assigned to the wheel team, which is positioned nearest to
the wagon to help steer it. Hitches flock to the Fair from across the United States and Canada in hopes of
winning this substantial purse, so be sure to not miss this high-stakes staple of The Big E.

Interested in learning more about the ESE Heritage Horse Show? Check out our website, TheBigE.com,
for more information, to purchase your advanced discount admission tickets and to find the full list of
entertainment and agricultural shows.
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About Eastern States Exposition

It’s always showtime at Eastern States Exposition (ESE), a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation located in
West Springfield, Mass. ESE is committed to excellence in providing opportunities for the development
and promotion of agriculture, industry, education and family entertainment while preserving our New
England heritage. The 175-acre campus holds five exhibition buildings, equivalent to 355,000 square feet
of ground level indoor space. Their year-round, on-site dining and entertainment locations include
Storrowton Village Museum, Eastern States Farmers Market & Wine Café, Storrowton Tavern & Carriage
House. The facility also hosts more than 120 shows and events annually, such as The Big E, America’s
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https://www.thebige.com/p/competitions/horseshow

only multi-state fair, and Hooplandia, the Northeast’s Ultimate 3x3 Basketball Tourney + Festival. For
more information, check out EasternStatesExposition.com, or find us on social media.

Find a photo gallery from last year’s Six-Horse Hitch Showdown HERE!
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