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For Immediate Release  

September 20, 2026 

FFA STAR AWARDEES GIVEN SCHOLARSHIPS AND RECOGNITION AT THE BIG E 

West Springfield, Mass.—The Big E’s annual FFA Star Awards, sponsored by Farm Credit East, were 
distributed to four hardworking students on Saturday, Sept. 19, under The Big Top at The Big E. Claire 
Woeppel, FFA Central Region Vice President from Chambers, Nebr., served as emcee, accompanied at 
center ring by Eastern States Exposition (ESE) President and CEO Gene Cassidy and Ethan Colaizzi, 
representative of Farm Credit East. The event took place just before an afternoon installment of Circus 
Spectacular, sponsored by Coca-Cola Zero Sugar, in front of a packed circus tent.  

Farm Credit East is the primary sponsor for ESE’s Star Program. Candidates receive a participation stipend 
of $250, and winners are given $500 in addition to their stipend, as well as a testimonial from ESE, the 
home of The Big E. 

This contest recognizes youths in the Eastern Regional FFA who have earned a 2026 Star Award in their 
respective states. Applicants must have received the Star Award in their state in the applied category. 
The goal is to emphasize the importance of agriculture and agribusiness to the fair-going public and 
promote the work of agriculturists in the Eastern Region. 

This year’s Star Farmer is Alexiana Hay of Delaware, who discovered her passion for livestock at a young 
age when she was introduced to it at a local fair. She was encouraged to show, and her interest in 
livestock continued to grow from there; in 2016, she began to exhibit market goats with the goal of 
selling them at the state fair. What began as an interest became a reality, with help from her mother, and 
her project has now developed into a successful Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) through FFA. 
She plans to study animal science with a minor in herd management. 

The Star in Agribusiness is Evan Brooks of New Hampshire, whose longstanding passion for mechanics 
was ignited by time spent with his grandfather in his childhood. Now, his SAE is a small engine repair 
business built out of a storage shed at his family home. He prides himself upon his diligent work ethic, 
and his project has led him into a local educational program where he plans to earn a formal certification 
and pursue a career in high-voltage line work. 

The Star in Ag Placement is Jacob Stickley of Virginia, who was raised working for his family’s welding 
and fabrication business. He started by helping with small tasks around the shop and eventually became 
a paid employee. Throughout his experiences he learned how to become more involved within the 
business activities in the company, and he now understands how labor and material costs affect a job. 
With more than 4,000 hours of experience, his skills expanded to encompass how to diagnose damage, 
plan repairs, calculate materials and inspect finished work.  
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The Star in Agriscience is Joseph Delaney of Delaware developed a curiosity through the foundation of 
his SAE. He began his project in the spring of 2023 at a pond near his grandparents’ property and has 
since spent much time fishing and exploring there. While at the property, he became considerably more 
aware of the pond’s declining water quality, loss of aquatic vegetation and increasing algae growth. Since 
then, his curiosity has led him to establish what factors cause such ecological changes. 

Each of these students, and the other candidates, are high-achieving, independent agricultural heroes. 
ESE and their partners are proud to recognize and support the next generation of farmers, and to 
sponsor the FFA Star Awards contest annually. Congratulations to this year’s recipients! 

To see FFA students at work, visit Farm-A-Rama and the Mallary Complex during The Big E, now through 
Sunday, Oct. 4. Purchase tickets today at TheBigE.com! 
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About The Big E  
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, and it celebrates the rich history, culture and 
traditions of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E has 
presented the finest in agricultural, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, as well 
as the highest caliber of variety entertainment, to the people of the United States for more than a 
century. The 17-day event has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the 
fourth largest fair in North America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and 
counting. Head to TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about.  

 

Above: ESE President & CEO Gene Cassidy, Joseph Delaney, Jacob Stickley, Alexiana Hay, Evan Brooks, 
Claire Woeppel and Ethan Colaizzi. 

Find a photo gallery from the event HERE. 

 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjD5k9v

