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GREEN PASTURES AGRICULTURAL AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE BIG E 2026, SEPT. 18 

On Friday, September 18, dairy farm families from across the Northeast gathered to be recognized for 
their excellence at the New England Green Pastures Recognition Banquet at The Big E in West 
Springfield, Mass. 

The Green Pastures program began in 1947, when New Hampshire’s former governor, Charles Dale, bet 
his state had “greener pastures” than anywhere else in New England. The claim evolved into a 
competition that recognized innovation and stupendous pasture management.  

“The New England Green Pastures Award recognizes the management of outstanding crop and dairy 
cattle,” said Bonnie Burr, Assistant Director of the University of Connecticut Extension and Eastern States 
Exposition (ESE) Trustee. “These winning farms know producing high-quality feed is a key component to 
making high-quality milk. Eastern States Exposition, whose motto is ‘Agriculture is our Culture,’ has 
partnered with New England State Land Grant Universities and State Departments of Agriculture to 
highlight these awards every year.”  

The program has grown into an annual opportunity to recognize one extraordinary dairy farm in each 
state. Winners interview with the media, tour to promote their business and judge the nominated farms 
the following year. 

In the 79 years since its establishment, the New England Green Pastures program has become a 
successful regional initiative that emphasizes the importance of a viable dairy industry in New England. 
The Green Pastures committees’ judging criteria include business management, crop production, herd 
performance, environmental practices and community leadership. 

From Vermont, the Livingston Family of Rail View Dairy located in New Haven, Verm., was selected for 
their four decades of meticulous investment and diligent work. In 1985, Phil and Diane Livingston and 
their two sons settled at the property, which they named for its overlook of a railroad. Their earliest 
operation was a tie-stall barn with 40 cows. From there, they built up the herd with patience and slowly 
increasing funds. Now? They milk 740 cows in free-stall barns and grow crops across 2,500 acres of 
fields. They added a new milking parlor where the former tie-barn stood, moving calves inside the barn 
for piped fresh, whole milk instead of milk replacer in milk buckets.  

Like their property, the family has grown. Sons Philip and Mark are now married to Dawn and Dana, and 
the family has welcomed four grandchildren: Karissa, Mason, Brailey and Maverick. Throughout 
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hardships and high water, the family and the community around them have risen to meet every obstacle 
in their way. The family tries to repay their neighbors by supporting the town; Mark Livingston is chief of 
the New Haven Fire Department, and the newest generation has contributed by firefighting and 
fundraising for the department. The grandchildren are also involved in agricultural mentorship programs 
through 4-H, FFA and the Farm Bureau. 

Brailey, Mason and Karissa’s interests in genetics and dairy cows began with summers spent at Addison 
County Field Days. They have since spent their own money and time buying, breeding and raising heifers 
as projects to compete for national titles, including premier championship banners at The Big E and the 
Northeast All-Breeds Spring Show. The Livingston’s level of management and tangible passion made 
them a standout candidate for a Green Pastures award, according to Dairy Specialist Whitney Hull of the 
University of Vermont Extension. 

New Hampshire named Max and Melissa Blindow of Benedikt Dairy of Goffstown, N.H., their recipient. 
Their farm was established in 2011 and is located on the historic Shirley Farm. The Blindows have spent 
the last 15 years building a diversified dairy business centered on exceptional animal care, thoughtful 
pasture management, direct relationships with their consumers and a long-term commitment to 
preserving working farmland. 

The farm produces a variety of dairy products, including milk, yogurt, butter, kefir, ice cream and cream. 
They also raise beef and vegetables, both sold year-round at their farm stand and through community-
supported agriculture (CSA) programs.  

Of their impact, Associate State Specialist of Dairy Production, Sarah Allen, of the University of New 
Hampshire Extension said, “We were impressed with the progress that Benedikt Dairy has made over the 
years. Max and Melissa have been strategic in their investments and expansions and have a very good 
understanding of their direct-to consumer business and return on each investment.” 

Fisher Farms of Sabattus, Maine, a farm with more than 160 years of family heritage, was named the 
winner in the northeastern most state of Maine, thanks to selection by the University of Maine 
Extension. Established in 1865, they served as a local agricultural anchor for their community. Run by 
Alden and Lisa Fisher alongside their daughters Carmen Fisher and April Wyman, the family represents 
generations of deep-rooted commitment to Maine’s farming tradition. 

In its earliest years, Fisher Farms began by Milking Shorthorns and expanded to include Holsteins 
between 1940-1950. They currently oversee 135 animals across 315 acres, including 55 cows milked 
twice daily. The herd is housed in a barn built by Alden’s father, Asa Fisher, in 1970. They practice 
rotational grazing from May through October to promote exercise and preserve soil health. 

The milking herd produces and ships approximately 1.26 million pounds of milk each year, maintains an 
exceptionally low somatic cell count (a key industry measure of milk cleanliness and cow comfort) and 
they have modernized the farm across the last 30 years by partnering with USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to design and install essential infrastructure. These conservation projects 
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include covered manure storage systems to protect local watersheds from runoff and improving winter 
conditions for the herd in Maine’s harsh environment.  

Carmen also advocates for their state’s agricultural community, regularly testifying before the state 
Legislature’s Appropriations Committee on behalf of the Maine Dairy Industry Association (MDIA). 

Thorncrest Farm of Goshen, Conn., was selected as the Green Pastures recipient for their state by the 
University of Connecticut Extension. The Thorn family’s pursuit of perfect milk is best summarized in a 
quotation by owner and operator Clint Thorn: “Farmers do not raise calves; they build cows.”  

This philosophy is evident throughout the farm, where the herd’s diet includes grazing on nine rotational 
pastures and hay grown on the farm’s 209 acres of fields. For more than 30 years, the fields have been 
managed with manure and lime instead of commercial pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers. Beyond the 
fields, no chemicals are sprayed directly on the cows, and natural, preventative pest management is used 
daily on the farm’s 22 cows, which each produce an average of 68 lbs. of milk per day, each milked into 
individual pails instead of through conventional pipeline systems to preserve a single-steam approach. 
They also breed their cows to produce a specific flavor profile of milk, as they have since the mid-1980s. 

In 1987, they purchased a cow named C. Hanoverhill Koral, which became the foundation of Thorncrest’s 
signature milk line. She lived to be more than 15 years old and seven generations of her descendants 
have been cared for since.  

In 1997, Kimberly Thorn introduced a concept that has perfected their chocolate production, too: Single 
Cow Origin Milk House Chocolates. She recognized that, just as chocolatiers discuss the origin of their 
cacao beans, the unique flavors, textures and butterfat levels of individual cows’ milk are equally 
distinctive. Therefore, every day she evaluates the milk produced by each cow and determines which 
milk will best complement specific beans and recipes. 

The Peila family has rented Sunrise Valley Farm from the Zak family since 2011. In 2024, they expanded 
their farm in Gill, Mass., by adding Peila Creamery to the mix. They were selected by the University of 
Massachusetts Extension as the New England Green Pastures recipient from The Big E’s home state.  

With help from their three children, Brian and Keri Peila were able to start Peila’s Creamery \to expand 
the successful dairy farm that already made yogurt, cheese and milk from their herd of 120 cows. They 
produce white and chocolate cream-line milks, which are not homogenized and have a layer of cream 
that separates from the milk after it has been processed and bottles. They also use it to make plain, 
maple and banana yogurts and ricotta cheese and cheese curds with flavors such as buffalo, barbeque 
and dill pickle. 

Brian’s goal is to continue to grow the farm with demand to keep it sustainable for the next generation, 
always conscientious about the longevity of his family business. Their products are available for purchase 
at the Northfield Food Market and the Green Fields Market. 

Each family received a silver pitcher and a sign naming their farm as a New England Green Pastures 
winner, as well as an invitation to attend The Big E during their Massachusetts visit. 
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About The Big E 
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, celebrating the rich history, culture and traditions 
of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E presents the 
finest in agriculture, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest caliber 
of varied entertainment to the people of the United States for more than a century. The 17-day event 
has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the fourth largest fair in North 
America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and counting. Head to 
TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about. 

About Eastern States Exposition 
It’s always showtime at Eastern States Exposition (ESE), a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation located in 
West Springfield, Mass. ESE is committed to excellence in providing opportunities for the development 
and promotion of agriculture, industry, education and family entertainment while preserving our New 
England heritage. The 175-acre campus holds five exhibition buildings, equivalent to 355,000 square feet 
of ground level indoor space. Their year-round, on-site dining and entertainment locations include 
Storrowton Village Museum, Eastern States Farmers Market & Wine Café, Storrowton Tavern & Carriage 
House. The facility also hosts more than 120 shows and events annually, such as The Big E, America’s 
only multi-state fair, and Hooplandia, the Northeast’s Ultimate 3x3 Basketball Tourney + Festival. For 
more information, check out EasternStatesExposition.com, or find us on social media. 
 
Find a photo album from the presentation at The Big E HERE. 
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