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GUMERSINDO GOMEZ BESTOWED WITH QUILT OF VALOR 
ON OPENING DAY OF THE BIG E 

On Friday, September 18, Gumersindo Gomez was honored with a Quilt of Valor at a surprise 
presentation on Opening Day of The Big E. This recognition was well-earned by Gomez for his service to 
our country and contributions to veteran relief, including establishing the Bilingual Veterans Outreach 
Centers of Massachusetts through the Puerto Rican Veterans Association. The presentation took place at 
the Storrowton Gazebo in Storrowton Village.  

Eastern States Exposition (ESE) President and CEO Gene Cassidy; candidate for Massachusetts Governor, 
Mike Minogue; Theresa Perreault, state coordinator for the Quilts of Valor Foundation; and the 
recipient’s sons, Senator Adam Gomez and Gumersindo Gomez Jr., were among the honorary attendees. 

“We may never know the extent of your sacrifice, but we extend the thanks of a grateful nation,” said 
Perreault, on behalf of fellow Quilts of Valor Foundation members Nancy Nykiel, Ellen Barnam and more. 

Gomez joined the U.S. Army in June 1966 and deployed to Vietnam to serve in Company D, 3rd Battalion, 
21st Infantry of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade. After a one-year tour, he remained in the Army for 19 
more years. In 1986, he moved to Springfield, Mass., where he established a veterans outreach center 
through the Puerto Rican Veterans Association. The center serves veterans and their loved ones as the 
Bilingual Veterans Outreach Centers of Massachusetts. In 2019, he established a second bilingual 
outreach center in Pittsfield. 

In 1996, Gomez established the Jorge Oterro-Barreto Homeless Veterans Transitional Home. In 2016, he 
opened an apartment building with 20 apartments for veterans in need. Both transitional homes allow 
veterans to become productive citizens by helping them achieve sobriety, find jobs and negotiate 
Veterans Association (VA), Social Security and pension claims, which can prove a difficult process to 
navigate.  

In 2014, Gomez became Massachusetts State Council President of the Vietnam Veterans of America 
(VVA), a national nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting those who served in the Vietnam War. 
He is a founding member and former president of Chapter 866 and a life member of the VVA.  

Gomez has been married to fellow veteran Eva Gomez Sierra for 43 years. They have raised nine 
children, who in turn blessed them with 27 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. In 2021, when his 
son, Adam Gomez, was elected to State Senate, Gumersindo was sworn in to take Adam’s place as Ward 
1 City Counselor in the City of Springfield. 
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When Gomez reached for the microphone following a teary-eyed presentation of his quilt by his 
immediate and extended family, he began by thanking the women who presented him with the quilt. 

“It is an honor to be here and receive this award,” said Gomez. “I have received a number of them, but 
this one is special to me and other veterans who have served in war. I signed up when I was 18 years old. 
Now? I am in my fortieth year serving veterans through the Bilingual Veterans Outreach Center, serving 
their families and wives and ensuring they get their benefits.” 

Gomez’s center is located at 281 Franklin Street in Springfield, Mass. Ever the advocate, he ended his 
speech by encouraging all veterans looking to learn about their benefits to visit the outreach center. 

The Big E event organizers at Eastern States Exposition and the Quilts of Valor Foundation were proud to 
recognize Gumersindo Gomez for outstanding service protecting his brothers and sisters in arms abroad 
as well as in his own community. His fortitude through his years of service and his continued support of 
veterans will not be forgotten. 
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About The Big E 
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, celebrating the rich history, culture and traditions 
of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E presents the 
finest in agriculture, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest caliber 
of varied entertainment to the people of the United States for more than a century. The 17-day event 
has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the fourth largest fair in North 
America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and counting. Head to 
TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about. 

 

 
Above: Gumersindo Gomez stands at center stage, wrapped in his Quilt of Valor by his immediate and 

extended family. 

  



 

 
Above: Gumersindo Gomez, Jr.; Senator Adam Gomez; Gumersindo Gomez, Sr.; and Eastern States 

Exposition President and CEO Gene Cassidy. 

 

 

 

 


