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RHODE ISLAND BUILDING AT THE BIG E TO REVEAL $2.3 MILLION REVITALIZATION AT 2026 FAIR 
 

The Big E is pleased to share that the Rhode Island Building along the Avenue of States has been 
revitalized thanks to a $2.3 million upgrade project, featuring architectural improvements designed to 
elevate visitor experience and honor the state’s history. The Fair invites the public to see the 
transformed space when The Big E returns to West Springfield, Mass., Sept. 18 through Oct. 4. 
 
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in the United States, and it celebrates the rich agricultural traditions 
and history of New England. The Fair’s goal is to deliver the best of entertainment, agriculture, cuisine 
and innovation from across these six states, which is why each state owns and maintains their own 
flagship building on the Avenue of States. First opened in 1957, the Rhode Island Building bookended 
the street, the final addition and the realization of the dream of Joshua Loring Brooks, founder of 
Eastern States Exposition. 
 
Architectural upgrades include a glistening new epoxy floor, enhanced modern lighting, roof renovations 
and new doors and windows. These enhancements are carefully designed to showcase the structure, 
which is a replica of Newport’s historic Old Colony House. These updates coincide with America’s 250th 
celebrations. It is worth noting that the original building in Rhode Island is a monumental landmark, as it 
is where the Declaration of Independence was famously read aloud to the citizens of the newly formed 
state on July 6, 1776.  

Inside, visitors will be immersed in a multimedia exhibit that brings outdoors inside, showcasing images 
of the state’s most beautiful natural locations. Strategically placed QR codes will link directly to the 
official state app, providing instant access to trail maps, state parks and forests. The exhibit also 
highlights surprising facts, including that 59% of the Ocean State is covered in forest. 

Just off the main lobby, the newly created Pawtucket Art Association gallery will spotlight and sell the 
creations of more than 200 local artists, featuring two live artist demonstrations daily.  

In the main exhibit area, South County Tourism Council presents a captivating coastal experience. This 
immersive display presents the best of the region’s surf and sand, complete with a replica of the iconic 
Point Judith Lighthouse and a whimsical troll sculpture, a nod to the beloved Troll Trail by Danish artist 
Thomas Dambo that connects Charlestown, North Kingstown, Exeter and East Providence. Wrapped 
walls and dynamic audiovisuals will allow visitors to walk among familiar Rhode Island gems. 

The Rhode Island Building’s marketplace is pleased to welcome new and returning vendors: 
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• Gather Glass is a Providence-based studio that features stunning, handmade glass creations and 
live artistry. 

• JA Patty serves up flavorful, authentic Jamaican patties. 
• Bad Dog Tools is a Bristol-based favorite that will return to bring durable, specialized drill bits 

and hardware. 
• Breeze Airways occupy a boutique space to promote their major expansion at T.F. Green 

International Airport of Hillsgrove, R.I., and talk about their growing global connections. 

Outside of the building, the South County Tourism Council sponsors an internationally acclaimed master 
sand sculptor who will create a sculpture in real time, live and onsite during the Fair. Fairgoers can 
watch raw sand be transformed in a massive art piece designed to promote the upcoming Atlantic Rising 
International Sand Sculpture Competition, which is coming to Ninigret Park in Charlestown in the spring 
of 2027. Diners in the well-landscaped picnic area will have a front-row seat to witness the evolution of 
this creation. 

Additionally, Rail Explorers USA will station an interactive tent between the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Buildings, offering a free, hands-on virtual railbike demonstration on a piece of track. 

Rhode Island Day at The Big E is Tuesday, Sept. 22, and the Rhode Island Building team plans to fill the 
fairgrounds with celebration. Look forward to live lawn performances from Ocean State-based bands 
and demonstrations by individuals from the state’s vibrant arts scene, including a glassblower, a weaver 
and more. To commemorate America 250, the Secretary of State’s office will host a historic milestone 
event by planting a Liberty Tree on the grounds. Representatives from the National Park Service will be 
on-site to distribute information about New England’s magnificent national treasures and landmarks. 

Some more returning marketplace favorites include: 

• Del’s Lemonade serves Rhode Island’s iconic, refreshing and sweet frozen lemonade and soft 
pretzels. 

• Friskie Fries makes crisp and creatively topped French fries. Toppings selections include pulled 
pork, chili and poutine. They also offer delicious milkshakes. 

• Blount Clam Shack presents classic coastal comfort food including authentic clam cakes, savory 
clam chowder and traditional “stuffies.”  

• Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille has locally made Rhode Island wines by the glass and refreshing 
frozen wine slushies.  

• South Light Delights offers premium New England seafood dishes, including hot and cold lobster 
rolls. 

• Fenham Publishing produces books on regional history, local legends, specialized H.P. Lovecraft 
books, maps and collectibles.  

• The Rhode Island Brewers Guild shares a rotating lineup of draft beers and hard seltzers crafted 
by Rhode Island breweries. 

• Saugy’s Inc. has traditional, snap-casing Saugy hot dogs served with class chips and drinks. 
• Lady Ann Candies’ Candyland Market showcases sweet treats, including rich fudge, gourmet 

chocolates, roasted nuts and caramel apples. 
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• National Gold and Diamond creates exquisite gold and silver jewelry, featuring necklaces 
produced live on-site using a custom chain machine. 

• 13 Stars Hot Sauce features flavorful, Rhode Island-made hot sauces, specialty dressings and 
marinades. 

• Kettle Korn Express sells freshly popped, sweet-and-salty kettle corn. 

The Big E, America’s only multi-state Fair which brings together the best of New England to create one 
unforgettable event, returns Sept. 18 through Oct. 4 and is expected to attract more than 1.6 million 
visitors throughout its 17-day run. For more information, media inquiries and more, head to 
TheBigE.com. 
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About The Big E 
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, celebrating the rich history, culture and traditions 
of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E presents the 
finest in agriculture, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest 
caliber of varied entertainment to the people of the United States for more than a century. The 17-day 
event has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the fourth largest fair in 
North America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and counting. Head to 
TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about. 

 

 

Above: The Rhode Island Building, situated on the Avenue of States at The Big E. 
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