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ROCKY’S ACE HARDWARE RETURNS AS THE OFFICIAL ADVANCE SALES TICKET PARTNER OF THE BIG E 

ESE and Rocky’s have developed a ticketing initiative that allows fairgoers to purchase 2026 single-day 
advance discount tickets for adults and children in store now through Sept. 16. Regular price admission 
tickets will be sold from Sept. 17 to Oct. 4. The 14 participating Rocky’s locations are: Agawam, 
Springfield (Island Pond Road and Liberty Street), East Longmeadow, Westfield, Ludlow, Palmer, South 
Hadley, Worcester, Holden and Northborough in Massachusetts. In Connecticut, the locations are 
Stamford, Vernon and Manchester. 
 
“This year, Rocky’s Ace Hardware celebrates their centennial milestone,” said ESE President and CEO 
Gene Cassidy. “Like Eastern States Exposition, Rocky’s has served Western Massachusetts and the 
greater region for 100 years and counting. The partnership of two legacy local companies is special. 
Together Rocky’s and ESE are helping each other sustain our respective missions for the good of the 
community by offering an economic advantage to purchase a ticket. We at ESE are proud to be 
associated with this family-owned business that provides our guests with convenience and valuable 
service, on and off our fairgrounds, while powering our regional economy.” 
 
Ace Hardware prides itself on being “The Helpful Place”—a local hardware store that sees itself as a part 
of the community it serves, often independently owned and operated. In a world where shopping has 
become an expedient and impersonal venture, Ace has never lost sight of the need to be a neighbor, 
and this overall value of the company is well-honored by our region’s own Rocky’s. 
 
Rocky’s Ace Hardware is also the Official Hardware Store of The Big E, and the exclusive sponsor of the 
iconic Giant Slide, one of the Fair’s most popular attractions. 
 
“We’re thrilled to continue our partnership with The Big E,” said Rocky’s Ace Hardware President Rocco 
Falcone. “As two Western Massachusetts institutions serving communities across New England, this 
partnership is a natural fit and reflects our shared commitment to the region. We hope fairgoers enjoy 
the convenience of purchasing tickets in our stores before and during the Fair—and take a ride on the 
Rocky’s Giant Slide while they’re there.” 
 
Rocky’s Ace Hardware, which has been in continuous operation under the same family ownership since 
opening its first location in Springfield, Mass., in 1926. From one modest store to its current 50 
convenient locations throughout Connecticut, Florida, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island, Rocky′s has become one of the country's largest Ace 
Hardware dealers, noted for its exceptional customer service and vast product selection. 
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The Big E takes place Sept. 18 through Oct. 4. Visit TheBigE.com for a full schedule of events and be sure 
to keep up with all major fairtime announcements through our social media. 
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About The Big E  
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, and it celebrates the rich history, culture and 
traditions of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E 
has presented the finest in agricultural, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, as 
well as the highest caliber of variety entertainment, to the people of the United States for more than a 
century. The 17-day event has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the 
fourth largest fair in North America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and 
counting. Head to TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about.  
 

 

 

Above: Admission tickets to The Big E 2026 can now be purchased at Rocky’s Ace Hardware. 
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