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SAMMY LEE DAVIS TO APPEAR AT THE BIG E ON FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 
Hear Him Speak on the Court of Honor Stage at 1pm 

  
West Springfield, Mass.–On Friday, Sept. 25, Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient and Gary Sinise 
Foundation Ambassador, United States Army Sergeant First Class (Ret.) Sammy Lee Davis returns as a guest 
of honor to The Big E in West Springfield, Mass., sponsored by Shredding Hunger. See Davis and hear about 
his story at 1pm on the Court of Honor Stage, followed by a meet and greet. Attendance is free with Fair 
admission.  
 
Davis will speak on the themes of brotherhood, teamwork and treating each other with kindness; his receipt 
of his Medal of Honor; and how he became known as “The Real Forrest Gump.”  
 
On November 18, 1967, while serving in Vietnam, Davis’s unit fell under heavy enemy mortar attack. Ignoring 
all warnings to take cover, he manned his unit’s Howitzer artillery gun in defense of his unit with only a river 
separating him from the enemy. 
 
Though he was continuously knocked down by the recoil, Davis rose to his feet repeatedly and reassumed his 
position. He was severely wounded and unable to swim but crossed the river on an air mattress to help three 
wounded American soldiers. Once he safely delivered these soldiers back across the river, Davis refused 
medical attention and chose to instead join another Howitzer crew and continue fighting. 
 
For putting service before self and going beyond the call of duty, Davis was awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor in 1968. He continued to serve through 1984, and has received a Silver Star Medal, two Purple 
Heart Medals and the Sachem Award. His memoir, You Don’t Lose ‘Til You Quit Trying: Lessons on Adversity 
and Victory from a Vietnam Veteran and Medal of Honor Recipient, which he penned with Caroline Lambert, 
was published in 2016. Copies of the book will be available for purchase at The Big E during his presentation. 
 
Beyond his heroism, Davis’s legacy is defined by his and his wife Dixie’s commitment to supporting veterans, 
inspiring hope in others and advancing initiatives that benefit the common good, including Shredding Hunger.  
 
Shredding Hunger, for which Davis serves as an ambassador, is dedicated to combating hunger by making 
high-quality, affordable food accessible to everyone. The organization partners with manufacturers and food 
banks to reduce food waste and provide nutritious products to communities in need. Through innovative 
fundraising solutions and strategic partnerships, Shredding Hunger empowers food banks and volunteers to 
create sustainable change. 
 
Representatives from Shredding Hunger will host an educational session for regional hunger relief 
organizations at 4pm on the Farm-A-Rama Stage, highlighting opportunities to strengthen local hunger relief 
efforts and expand access to nutritious food. 
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At The Big E, Davis will also meet and greet representatives from the American Legion Auxiliary. Within their 
company will be esteemed guests Jay Bowen, the National Commander of the American Legion; Thom 
Skelley, the National Commander of the Sons of the American Legion; and Dr. Coral May Grout, the National 
President of the American Legion Auxiliary. Also in attendance will be Robert Jensen, Massachusetts State 
Commander of the American Legion; Mark McCue, Massachusetts State Commander of the Sons of the 
American Legion; and Lisa Gauthier, Massachusetts State President of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
 
Davis previously made appearances at The Big E in 2015 and 2017. Eastern States Exposition welcomes Davis 
back to the Fair as part of its continued commitment to honoring veterans and commemorating the 250th 
anniversary of the United States. Details on Sammy Lee Davis’s appearance, Military Appreciation Day 
activities and additional programming are available at TheBigE.com. 
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About The Big E 
The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, celebrating the rich history, culture and traditions of 
the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E presents the finest 
in agriculture, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest caliber of varied 
entertainment to the people of the United States for more than a century. The 17-day event has grown and 
become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the fourth largest fair in North America by its 
recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and counting. Head to TheBigE.com or follow us on 
social media to see what all the buzz is about. 
 
 

 
 

Above: Sammy Lee Davis and his wife, Dixie, ride in style in The Big Parade at The Big E in 2017. 
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