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September 28, 2026
THE BIG E HOSTS WAYNE STEED OF SHREDDING HUNGER FOR EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION

West Springfield, Mass.—The Big E partnered up with Wisconsin-based Shredding Hunger on Friday,
Sept. 25, to present representatives from local food insecurity organizations with an educational panel
that armed them with resources to strengthen their efforts in our community. The event featured an
appearance by Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient Sammy Lee Davis and his wife, Dixie Davis, who
have partnered with Shredding Hunger for their social appearances. The presentation took place on
Farm-A-Rama Stage.

Attendees aside from Gary Sinise Foundation Ambassador and United States Army Sergeant First Class
(Ret.) Sammy Lee Davis and his wife were representatives from various hunger relief organizations,
including Open Pantry of Springfield, Mass.; Food Bank of Western Mass.; Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen of
Chicopee, Mass.; Providence Ministries of Holyoke, Mass.; the Westfield Food Pantry of Westfield, Mass.;
and the Enfield Food Shelf of Enfield, Conn.

The presentation was hosted by Wayne Steed, director of the Ohio division of Shredding Hunger. He
discussed methods by which Shredding Hunger turns nonviable food waste products into products that
are both safe and digestible. He also highlighted Shredding Hunger partners within the immediate radius
of the Fair and illustrated how these partners work with manufacturers that donate surplus food that is
turned into viable, nutritional products. These new resources, including cheese, beef and protein bars,
are then distributed to partners of Shredding Hunger. Their business motto is to prove that there is no
food shortage when we use the food at our disposal wisely and distribute it to those most impacted by
starvation.

Steed began his work with nutritional support in 1997 at Rightway Food Service of Lima, Ohio, which is a
food distribution service. There he worked as a warehouse manager until 2015 when he transitioned to a
role with the West Ohio Foodbank, also located in Lima.

Within two years, Steed was offered a promotion to director of Operations then climbed to ladder to
director of Business Affairs, a role he held until 2018, when he became Chief Operating Officer. In 2025,
he took his experience to the next level by joining Shredding Hunger, an organization with reach multiple
states as opposed to a concentrated scope in Ohio.

Shredding Hunger is a Wisconsin-based organization established in February of 2024 with a mission to
combat food insecurity in local communities. They are quickly growing to a nationwide organization.
Matthew Spafford, Chief Executive Officer of Maple Ridge Foods in Kewaskum, Wis., who has a personal
connection to food insecurity and a deep desire to ensure no one goes to bed hungry.

Eastern States Exposition was proud to work with Shredding Hunger to host this presentation for the
hardworking individuals that do their best to ensure no one in our community goes to bed hungry, and
thanks them for making Sammy Lee Davis’s appearance possible, as well.

-30-

UNEXPECT EVERYTHING



mailto:BKelleher@TheBigE.com

About The Big E

The Big E is the only multi-state fair in North America, celebrating the rich history, culture and traditions
of the six New England states. As the principal event of Eastern States Exposition, The Big E presents the
finest in agriculture, innovative, commercial, industrial and artistic developments, and the highest caliber
of varied entertainment to the people of the United States for more than a century. The 17-day event
has grown and become the largest event on the East Coast, recognized as the fourth largest fair in North
America by its recent record annual attendance of 1.6 million fairgoers and counting. Head to
TheBigE.com or follow us on social media to see what all the buzz is about.

Find a photo gallery and cutlines HERE.
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