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GENERAL RULES 
 

Statement of Liability 
Your entry and participation in the TSF is conditioned on your understanding and agreement that 
none of the Amarillo Tri-State Fair & Exposition Management, Directors, Officers, Volunteers, 
Partners (General and Limited), or Employees shall have any liability whatsoever for any loss, 
damage, destruction or personal injury to any contestants or patrons or their personal property, 
merchandise or animals before, during or after such an event. Specifically, the Amarillo Tri-State 
Exposition shall not be responsible or liable for any loss, injury or property damage which may 
occur to any contestant, owner or attendee even if such incident is caused by, or alleged to have 
been caused by, in whole or in part, the negligence or gross negligence of the Amarillo Tri-State 
Exposition. Each contestant and/or owner will be solely responsible for any consequential or other 
loss, injury or damage to, or occasioned by, or arising from, any animal or article exhibited by the 
owner or contestant. THE CONTESTANT AND/OR OWNER INDEMNIFY THE 
AMARILLO TRI-STATE EXPOSITION AGAINST ALL LEGAL OR OTHER 
PROCEEDINGS IN REGARD THERETO, AS WELL AS DAMAGE OR INJURY TO ANY 
PERSON OR PROPERTY, CAUSED BY THE ANIMAL OR ARTICLE EXHIBITED EVEN 
IF THE INCIDENT IS CAUSED BY, OR ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY, IN 
WHOLE OR IN PART THE NEGLIGENCE OR GROSS NEGLIGENCE OF AMARILLO 
TRI-STATE EXPOSITION. The Amarillo Tri-State Exposition will not be responsible for any 
loss or damage resulting from or caused by strikes, riots, pandemics, lockouts or acts of God. 
 
Civil Authority Evacuation  
The TSF, along with all other large venue and public gathering places and events around the country, 
has been advised by Federal, State, and Local Authorities that an emergency evacuation of the 
premises may be ordered by any of those authorities at any time. This decision would be driven by 
information available to those authorities that (1) may not be available to the TSF, or classified by 
the law enforcement authorities, and therefore the TSF could not share it with our contestants; (2) 
could arise out of an actual or threatened act of terrorism; (3) or arise from any number of other 
public safety concerns the authorities have for the safety of the public at our event.  
 
If an evacuation order occurs, you will be asked to leave the premises immediately. Your 
cooperation is not only required by law but for your own safety and the safety of other members of 
the public at the show. Local law enforcement officers will direct the evacuation. We are further 
advised that any evacuation will be for persons only and no other property, animals, trailers or 
anything but your immediate means of transportation will be allowed off the premises. This is for 
the purpose of achieving the most timely and efficient clearing of the public from the threatened 
area. Do not attempt to load personal property, merchandise, animals, or anything but yourself and 
your family and friends into your vehicle and leave the premises immediately. In the unfortunate 
event that an evacuation must occur, the TSF will do everything possible to care for personal 
property, animals, commercial contestants’ merchandise, etc. until the authorities remove the 
evacuation order and you are allowed back onto the fairgrounds. No one will be allowed back on to 
the fairgrounds until the authorities issue that order. Local law enforcement will enforce the order 
strictly and in accordance with instructions from the authorities.  
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WARNING UNDER TEXAS LAW (CHAPTER 87, CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES 
CODE), A LIVESTOCK SHOW SPONSOR IS NOT LIABLE FOR AN INJURY TO OR 

THE DEATH OF A PARTICIPANT IN A LIVESTOCK SHOW RESULTING FROM THE 
INHERENT RISKS OF LIVESTOCK SHOW ACTIVITIES. 

 
1. Administration of Rules and Rule Violations: The Tri-State Fair & Rodeo & Amarillo Tri-
State Exposition reserves to its Officer Committee the final and absolute right to interpret these rules 
and regulations and to arbitrarily settle and determine all matters, questions, and differences in 
regard thereto, or otherwise arising out of or connected with or incidental to the TSF, and the right 
to amend or add to these rules as its judgment may determine. Any contestant who violates any of 
the following rules will forfeit all privileges and premiums and be subject to such penalties as the 
Officer Committee may order.  
 
2. Special Rules: Special rules or conditions are published in each department where necessary. If 
there is a conflict between the special rules of any department and the general rules and regulations, 
the special rules will govern. To be eligible for entry, contestants and their exhibits must also meet 
and adhere to the requirements of Special Rules listed under the appropriate department(s). 
 
3. Project Care: Contestants are expected to remain responsible for the care, supervision, and 
condition of their project(s), exhibit(s), or contest materials for the duration of the event. If 
assistance is needed, contestants may receive help from a parent/legal guardian, AST/CEA, family 
member, or other approved individual, unless otherwise prohibited by Special Rules. Show 
Management reserves the right to determine what constitutes acceptable treatment, handling, 
display, or supervision of any project or exhibit. Unacceptable conduct, unsafe practices, or 
mistreatment of any project, exhibit, animal, or property will not be tolerated and may result in 
disqualification. 
 
4. Project Security: Contestants are responsible for the care, security, and condition of their 
project(s), exhibit materials, equipment, personal property, and animals (if applicable) while on the 
grounds. The TSF does not assume responsibility for loss, theft, damage, or injury involving any 
project, exhibit, equipment, animal, or personal property. Contestants/contestants participate at their 
own risk, and the TSF shall not be responsible for the acts of third parties. 
 
5. Contestant Behavior: The TSF expects all contestants, parents, guardians, ASTs/CEAs, coaches, 
volunteers, and other associated individuals to conduct themselves in a respectful, professional, and 
sportsmanlike manner at all times while participating in TSF events and activities. Aggressive, 
abusive, threatening, disruptive, or unsportsmanlike behavior toward any person, animal, or 
property will not be tolerated. Any conduct deemed inappropriate by Show Management may result 
in disciplinary action including disqualification, forfeiture of fees, premiums, and awards, removal 
from the grounds, and/or restriction from future participation in TSF events. Decisions made by 
Show Management regarding conduct and discipline shall be final. 
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Entry Information 
6. Entry Invitation: This is an invitational event where Show Management reserves the right to 
extend, conditionally accept, or fully reject an entry from any contestant(s). Competition is open to 
the world, except for certain Youth Contests as outlined in their Special Rules.  
 
7. Youth Contest Eligibility Requirements: Youth Contests must satisfy all of the outlined 
criteria. Unless defined in the Special Rules, contestants must be a bona fide member of a 4-H Club 
or FFA Chapter. Contestants may enter as either a 4-H or FFA member, but not as both in the same 
Department. To be eligible, boys or girls must be enrolled in, and attending, public, private or home 
school elementary or secondary schools in Texas at time of show; be between the ages of 9 and 18 
on August 31, 2026, or be 8 and in the third grade on August 31, 2026. Contestants must be bona 
fide residents of the State of Texas (unless Special Rules specify otherwise), and in some cases may 
be restricted to contestants who reside in certain counties.  
 
8. Youth Contest Academic Eligibility: All 4-H and FFA contestants are considered to be 
academically eligible by the TSF to participate in Creative Arts at the time entries are received from 
the AST/CEA. Any AST/CEA who has a member in his/her 4-H or FFA program who becomes 
ineligible to participate in the Youth Contest according to Texas Education Code must provide 
written and signed notification to Show Management at least 24 hours prior to the beginning of 
Check-In/Registration for the respective show/contest. If such notification is not received at least 
24 hours prior to the beginning of Check-In/Registration, the TSF will consider the contestant as 
eligible to participate. 
 
9. Entry Process: Most Creative Arts contests utilize a walk-up entry and check-in process at the 
event. Certain contests or divisions may require advanced online entry through the TSF online entry 
system as outlined in the applicable department rules. If you have questions regarding the entry or 
check-in process, please contact the Tri-State Fair office at 806-376-7767. 
 
10. Entry Fees: Most Creative Arts contests are free to enter. Certain contests may include an entry 
fee due at time of entry and with cash only.  
 
11. Contestant Acknowledgement: By entering any Creative Arts contest or competition at the 
Tri-State Fair & Rodeo, contestants (and a parent or legal guardian if the contestant is a minor) 
acknowledge that they have read, understand, and agree to abide by all rules, regulations, and 
liability information outlined in the current year’s TSF Catalog. 
 
12. Completed Entry: Entries will not be considered complete or eligible for competition unless 
all applicable General Rules, Special Rules, entry requirements, and check-in procedures for the 
respective contest or division have been fully satisfied. All required entry and/or check-in deadlines 
must also be met. 
 
13. Entry Deadlines: It is the sole responsibility of the contestant to make sure they understand and 
abide by the entry deadlines for each show/contest they wish to participate in.  
  
14. Erroneous Entries: Contestants that have been erroneously entered may be transferred to their 
proper class prior to judging by Show Management. If such classes have been judged, they shall not 
be reopened. In some cases, the entry may be disqualified for which refunds will not be considered.   
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15. Objectionable Exhibits: Show Management reserves the right to remove from the grounds any 
exhibit, animal or project that may be falsely entered or deemed unsuitable or objectionable, without 
assigning a reason, therefore. All fees will be forfeited. 
 
16. Refunds: There will be no refund or fees for any reason.  
 
17. Limited Entries: The TSF reserves the right to limit the number of entries or restrict entries; in 
any way it deems necessary. Certain shows and contests may be restricted to contestants or entries 
that meet specified criteria. 

 
Judging 
18. Prompt Arrival: It is the sole responsibility of the contestant to arrive promptly for competition. 
Show Management is in no way liable for contestants who show up late or miss their assigned 
competition. Show Management reserves the right to determine cut-off times for competition for 
which there will be no appeal or protest.  
 
19. Judging Area: Departments may be roped off to all except judges, clerks, assistants and other 
Show Management during judging.  
 
20. Classes: Show Management reserves the right to combine, split or cancel classes at its discretion 
in all departments of the TSF. 
 
21. Decisions: The decision of the judge(s) shall be final in all cases, except where mistakes, fraud, 
misrepresentation or collusion, not discovered at or before the time of the award, are proven. If any 
contestant or his representative interferes with the judges or shows disrespect to them or the TSF, 
Show Management may withhold from the contestant any prizes or premiums that may have been 
awarded or take any other steps deemed desirable. 

 
22. Display: All eligible entries that satisfy applicable General Rules, Special Rules, entry 
requirements, and check-in procedures will be judged. However, display of entries during the TSF 
is at the discretion of Show Management and is not guaranteed. Factors such as available space, 
total number of entries, placing, quality, visual appeal, and overall exhibit presentation may be 
considered when determining which entries will be displayed. 
 
Pick-Up 
23. Pick-Up: Entries, exhibits, awards, and other materials must be picked up according to the 
applicable Special Rules for each contest or division and/or no later than 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
September 28, 2026. Any items not picked up by the stated deadline may become property of the 
Tri-State Fair & Rodeo. Contestants must present their claim check(s) in order to retrieve exhibits 
and/or awards. 

 
Premiums & Awards 
24. Premiums Payout: Insofar as possible, premium monies will be distributed by the TSF at the 
time of the event. In some cases, premiums may be held until all funds from all sources are received 
by the TSF. If premiums are to be reissued for any reason, a $35 fee per check will be subtracted 
from the total. 
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25. Premiums & Awards: The TSF will not be responsible or liable for lost premium monies and/or 
awards. Premiums & awards not claimed during the event will not be mailed. After 60 days, all 
unclaimed premiums & awards will be forfeited. 
 
Other 
26. Photographs: Contestants agree to present their project(s) at the request of show officials for 
official photographs. All photographs taken by the official photographer(s) become the property of 
the TSF. Contestants wishing to purchase photographs must contact the Official Photographer. 
Commercial photography and filming are often conducted at the TSF. You may be depicted in 
photographs or video recordings of any TSF event, and by entering the grounds and/or competitive 
events associated with the TSF, you consent to the use of any depictions in connection with 
advertising, news reporting, public relations, webcasts or other broadcasts, or any other activities 
relating to the TSF, and you further release and waive all claims for compensation and any rights of 
review and approval, copyright, and right of publicity with respect thereto. 
 
27. Pets: No pets are allowed on grounds. 
 
28: Concessions and Sales: Nothing shall be sold or given away or otherwise disposed of by 
contestants which would conflict with, or which is subject matter of, any privilege of the 
concessionaire or vendors granted by the TSF.  
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT II – SPECIAL CULINARY CONTESTS 

LEADERSHIP 
Department Leader ................................................................................................................... Chelsey Rash 

 
Check the website www.tristatefair.com for date and time of contest and complete contest rules as they 

become available. 
 

 
ALL EVENTS HELD IN THE REX BAXTER BUILDING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tristatefair.com/
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CLASS 101 – SOURDOUGH BREAD CONTEST 
Sponsored by: Texas Wheat Producers Association, Amarillo, Texas 

 
Date .................................................................................................................................... Sunday, Sept. 27 
Entries Accepted ................................................................................................................................. 1 p.m. 
Judging ................................................................................................................................................ 2 p.m. 
Location ....................................................................................................................... Rex Baxter Building 
Enter .................................................................................................................................................... Gate 2 

Recipes and entries will admit contestant (only) to fairgrounds through Gate 2 from 1:00-2:00 p.m. A 
youth contestant with entry and recipe may be accompanied by 1 adult and enter through Gate 2. 

 
COMPETITION RULES: 

1. The 2026 Sourdough Bread Contest will consist of two categories: Traditional Sourdough and Specialty 
Sourdough. A traditional entry is a plain loaf made of flour, water, salt, sourdough start (any blend of 
wheat, whole wheat, rye or other flours is permitted). A specialty entry is any sourdough loaf that 
includes additional ingredients such as cheese, herbs, peppers, seeds, nuts, dried fruit, sweeteners, or 
fats. Only 1 entry per person per category.  

2. Entries must be leavened by a sourdough starter. Commercial yeast including dry, instant, fresh, or 
contained in a mix, is not to be used.  

3. An entry will consist of one whole loaf, baked from scratch at home, of any shape, weighing at least 1 
lbs. Loaves must be baked within 24 hours of judging, completely cooled, and presented whole and 
uncut on a disposable container or board, covered in plastic wrap or in a paper bread bag. Bread machine 
loaves are not eligible.  

4. Entry will consist of the loaf and recipe only. Decorations are not permitted. Contestants are welcome, 
but are not required to bring a small, labeled jar of their starter for display; however, starters will not be 
judged.  

5. Recipes must be typed or neatly printed with the entry on a 8 ½” x 11” sheet of paper. The exhibitor’s 
name, address, and phone number are to be printed on the lower right corner of the page. The recipe 
must list the flour(s) used, the approximate age of the starter, and the total rise or fermentation time. 

6. Judges will cut each loaf. Entries will not be returned to the contestant.  
7. The Tri-State Fair & Rodeo reserves the right to publish and use the recipe (and winner’s name) in 

promotion and advertising without compensation.  
8. By submitting an entry, contestant agrees to be bound to the rules of this contest. The decision of the 

judges is final. 
 

Judges will score each entry on: 
Flavor and Aroma ...................................................... 35 
Crumb structure and texture ...................................... 25 
Crust color, character and oven spring ...................... 25 
Overall appearance and eye appeal ........................... 15 
TOTAL ................................................................... 100 

 
1st                         2nd                       3rd 
$100                    $50                      $25 

                                                       Ribbon               Ribbon                Ribbon 
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CLASS 102 – ADULT FLORAL ARRANGEMENT & DESIGN CONTEST 

Sponsored by: Randall County Master Gardeners 
Date .................................................................................................................................... Sunday, Sept. 27 
Entries Accepted ................................................................................................................................. 2 p.m. 
Judging ................................................................................................................................................ 3 p.m. 
Location ....................................................................................................................... Rex Baxter Building 
Enter .................................................................................................................................................... Gate 2 

Recipes and entries will admit contestant (only) to fairgrounds through Gate 2 from 2:00-3:00 p.m. A 
youth contestant with entry and recipe may be accompanied by 1 adult and enter through Gate 2. 

 
COMPETITION RULES: 

1. Contestants 18 years of age or older may enter one or more entries. 
2. The entry must include a minimum of 5 stems including floral and greenery items. 
3. The entry must be prepared at home and brought to the contest, carried in by the contestant. Additional 

carriers are recommended for transit. Contestant may remove any travel safety measures at the time of 
entry, but the arrangement should be completely assembled – no on-site assembly. 

4. Entry will consist of fresh flowers only. No artificial, synthetic or faux flowers or greenery will be 
allowed. 

5. Display space limited to 18” each. 
6. Additional decorations are not permitted but creative containers are encouraged. You may use 

unconventional items (e.g., teapots, colanders, or unique repurposed objects) as long as they enhance 
the theme and do not distract from the arrangement. 

7. Contestants must provide the following information at the time of entry: exhibitor’s name, address and 
phone number and name of entry(ies). 

8. Judging Criteria includes: Design (50%): Focuses on composition, balance, color harmony, and the 
use of space. Creativity (30%): Rewards originality, the "wow" factor, and effective theme 
interpretation. Condition (20%): The freshness and quality of the plant materials used in the 
arrangement. 

9. The sponsor of the contests reserves the right to photograph, write up and publish the winner’s names 
in promotion and advertising without compensation. 

10. By submitting an entry, the contestant agrees to be bound by the rules of this contest. Decisions of the 
judges are final. 

11. Only one prize per contestant will be awarded. 
12. Winner of the 2026 contest is ineligible for 2027 competition. 

 
Judges will score each entry on: 

Design ........................................................................ 50 
Creativity ................................................................... 30 
Condition ................................................................... 20 
TOTAL ................................................................... 100 

 
1st                         2nd                       3rd 
$100                    $50                      $25 

  Ribbon               Ribbon                Ribbon 
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CLASS 103 – BELMAR BAKERY BEST PIE CONTEST 

Sponsored by: Belmar Bakery, Amarillo, Texas 
 

Date .................................................................................................................................... Sunday, Sept. 27 
Entries Accepted ............................................................................................................................ 3:30 p.m. 
Judging ................................................................................................................................................ 4 p.m. 
Location ....................................................................................................................... Rex Baxter Building 
Enter .................................................................................................................................................... Gate 2 

Recipes and entries will admit contestant (only) to fairgrounds through Gate 2 from 3:00-4:00 p.m. A 
youth contestant with entry and recipe may be accompanied by 1 adult and enter through Gate 2. 

 
COMPETITION RULES: 

1. An entry will consist of a quality fruit pie with crust and filling both made from scratch displayed 
in a non-disposable pie pan at least 9’ in diameter. The bottom crust must be made from pastry (no 
crumb crusts). The top may be a pastry crust, a streusel, or crumb topping which has been baked 
(no cream or pudding toppings). The fruit may be fresh, frozen, or canned. No pre-made 
commercial fruit fillings are allowed. 

2. Entrants may enter more than one pies, but only one prize per household. Exhibit space is limited 
to 18”. Decorations are prohibited but garnishes are encouraged. 

3. Entry will consist of the pie with attached recipe, typed or neatly printed with entrant’s name, 
address, and phone number in the lower right corner of an 8 1/2” x 11’ sheet of paper. 

4. All recipes become the property of Belmar Bakery and the Tri-State Fair & Rodeo. 
5. First place winner of 2025 contest is not eligible for 2026 contest. 
6. Personnel of Belmar Bakery are ineligible to compete. 

 
Judges will score each entry on: 

Flaky and evenly browned crust and/or topping ....25 
Filling consistency to hold shape when cut ...........25 
Appearance and eye appeal ....................................25 
Taste .......................................................................25 
TOTAL ...............................................................100 

 
 

1st                         2nd                       3rd 
$100                    $50                      $25 

Ribbon              Ribbon                Ribbon 
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CLASS 104 –ABUELO’S HOMEMADE SALSA CONTEST 
Sponsored by: Abuelo’s Mexican Restaurant, Amarillo, Texas 

 
Date .................................................................................................................................... Sunday, Sept. 27 
Entries Accepted ............................................................................................................................ 5:30 p.m. 
Judging ................................................................................................................................................ 6 p.m. 
Location ....................................................................................................................... Rex Baxter Building 
Enter .................................................................................................................................................... Gate 2 

Recipes and entries will admit contestant (only) to fairgrounds through Gate 2 from 5:00-6:00 p.m. A 
youth contestant with entry and recipe may be accompanied by 1 adult and enter through Gate 2. 

 
COMPETITION RULES, NON-PROFESSIONAL 

1. The 2026 Abuelo’s Homemade Salsa Contest will consist of two categories: Tomato and Non-
Tomato Based Salsas (Tomatillo salsa will be judged in the tomato category). 

2. Contestants may enter both Tomato and Non-Tomato Salsa categories. Only 1 entry per person 
per category. 

3. Salsa must be exhibited in a pint size canning jar. Salsa brought in any other container will be 
disqualified. 

4. Entries must consist of homemade salsa prepared within the last 3 days and must be refrigerated 
throughout that time period. 

5. Entry will consist of salsa and recipe only. Display space limited to 12”. Decorations are not 
permitted. 

6. Recipes must be typed or neatly printed and submitted with the salsa on an 8 ½” x 11” sheet of 
paper. The exhibitor’s name, address and phone number to be printed in lower right corner of page. 

7. All recipes become the property of Abuelo’s and Tri-State Fair & Rodeo. 
8. First place winners from the 2025 Homemade Salsa Contest are not eligible to compete in the 2026 

competition in the category they won the prior year. 
9. Only one prize per household will be awarded. 
10. The decision of the judges will be final. 

 
Judges will score each entry on: 

Pleasing combination of ingredients ......................30 
Taste .......................................................................50 
Appearance and Presentation .................................20 
TOTAL ...............................................................100 

 
1st                         2nd                       3rd 
$100                    $50                      $25 

   Ribbon                Ribbon                Ribbon 
 


