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2026 FIELD TRIP INFORMATION
Start the school year with an exciting field trip to the 2026 Utah State Fair! This outing provides 
educators with a chance to enhance classroom curriculum through hands-on learning 
experiences that extend beyond the confines of the classroom. Whether you're a classroom 
teacher or a home school educator, you can customize a unique, self-guided adventure by 
exploring exhibits and attractions that align seamlessly with your curriculum. this informational 
packet offers insights into the diverse educational activities and exhibits awaiting you at the fair.

PARKING
• Parking is free to buses, marked school vehicles, and any 

chaperone vehicles immediately following the buses.
• Buses should park in the main lot (enter off 300 North or 

1000 West).
• Any groups not entering with the buses or marked 

school vehicles must pay to park at $15 per vehicle. Free 
street parking is available.

TRAX
• TRAX operates from approximately 5:30 A.M. to 11:00 

P.M. Monday thru Thursdays, until 1:00 A.M. on Fridays 
and Saturdays, and from 9:30 A.M. to 9:30 P.M. on 
Sundays.

• • The Fairpark Station is on the Green Line.

utahstatefair.com

Field Trips are allowed weekdays 9AM—4PM  
weekdays during the Fair:
• Thursday , Sept 10
• Friday, Sept. 11
• Monday, Sept 14
• Tuesday, Sept. 15
• Wednesday, Sept 16
• Thursday, Sept. 17
• Friday, Sept. 18
• *School groups must enter the gates by 4 PM to 

receive discounted rate. Once on the grounds, 
groups can stay as long as they would like.

Please note that the carnival, food vendors, and 
shopping will be closed until the regular Fair hours.
**School group admission rates are not offered on 
weekends

Field Trip Dates & Times Admission

All school groups must enter through Gate C (west of the Days of ‘47 Arena) or Gate 6 
(located on North Temple).

Getting to the Fair

Students, teachers, and 
chaperons pay just $1 each!*
(*Admission is waived for 
students unable to pay.)
Chaperone Ratio: 1 adult per 4 
students required. Additional 
adults pay regular gate 
admission.
Includes:
• Admission
• Free bus parking
• Cross-curricular educational 

experiences (Science, Social 
Studies, Fine Arts, Health, Math & 
more)

Accepted Payment Forms:
• Cash
• One school check (no personal 

checks)
• Credit card (single transaction; 

bring billing ZIP)
• Money order
• No prepayments accepted.
One group representative must 
handle payment and provide:
• School name, address, phone 

number
• Number of students and 

chaperones paying $1
• Number of students with 

waived admission



Elementary students could:
• Identify materials that come from agriculture in Fair 

exhibits or displays (wool, cotton, wood, etc.)
• Identify recycled/reused materials in Fair exhibits 

or displays 
• Talk about the importance of hand-washing in 

disease prevention 
• Look for meaningful patterns or symbols in the quilt 

display 
• Carry pedometers to collect data on how far they 

walk around the fair 
• Create their own map of the fair 

Middle school students could:
• Critique art entered in competitions at the fair
• Use carnival games in the Midway, to understand 

mathematical relationships related to place value, 
number sense, and data analysis.

• Study the difference between a producer and a 
consumer

• Calculate the sales tax on a potential purchase 
• Write a creative short story based on their visit to 

the fair
• Listen to a musical show and discuss 

characteristics of sound

High school students could:
• Identify genetic characteristics of different 

livestock breeds
• Investigate the cost of raising a livestock animal
• Explore the cost of playing Midway carnival games
• Measure and see principles of physics at work on 

midway rides 
• Develop a marketing campaign for the State Fair

EDUCATIONAL IDEAS

Name Tags
Please make sure all students and 
chaperones are wearing tags with the 
school’s name, teacher’s name, and 
group leader’s phone number clearly 
printed on them. (Group leader phone 
numbers are required in case of injury 
or lost child.) 
We recommend you give your group 
members something that helps them be 
easily identifiable from a distance such 
as color coded name tags, bracelets or 
all wear one color of shirts. 
Schedules
Check the Daily Schedule & Map for 
educational presentations, shows, 
events and activities happening during 
your visit (available on our website or 
download the Utah State Fair App) 
Be Prepared
Wear comfortable walking shoes, 
sunblock, and be prepared for 
inclement weather.
Bring water, it can get hot!

FIELD TRIP CHECKLIST

Where is it
First Aid Station
The First Aid Station is located on the north side 
Of the park inside the Guest Services Building.
Lost Child Center
Instruct students to find a security or police 
officer if they become separated from the class. 
Found children will be escorted to the Lost Child 
Center inside the Guest Services Building (See 
map).
Hand-Washing Facilities
These are located in the restrooms and 
agriculture areas.  For your safety, we 
recommend that you and your students wash 
your hands every time you exit an animal or 
midway area and before eating.
Restrooms and Drinking fountains are marked on 
the maps found around the Fair, our website, and 
the App.



AGRICULTURE EDUCATION

Utah Farm Bureau's
BARNYARD FRIENDS
Barnyard Friends is an 
engaging experience that 
combines agricultural 
education with delightful 
displays of baby farm animals. 
Here’s what kids can discover:

Animal Care: From feeding to 
grooming, kids will understand 
how to keep these furry and 
feathered friends healthy.

Role in Agriculture: Each animal 
has a vital role in production 
agriculture. 

Live Hatchings: Witness the 
magic of life as you watch 
a chick hatch from its egg. It’s a 
captivating moment that 
teaches kids about growth 
and development.

Newborn Wonders: Marvel at 
the adorable sight of newborn 
baby lambs, goats, calves, and 
piglets. These little creatures 
represent the future of our 
farms.

Barnyard Friends brings the 
farm to life, fostering curiosity 
and appreciation for the 
natural world.

LITTLE HANDS ON 
THE FARM

Little Hands on the Farm is an 
interactive simulated farm that 
includes interactive barns. 
Designed for ages 2-10, kids 
engage in the agricultural 
process as a farmer would. 

They will “harvest” products, do 
chores on the farm (ranging 
from collecting apples, to 
gathering eggs from the 
chicken coop, to planting a 
tomato or pepper seed and 
milking a cow). 

They then receive money for 
their work that they can use to 
buy food at the grocery store. It 
is the perfect environment for 
receiving the complete 
agricultural experience. 

MOBILE DAIRY 
CLASSROOM

Each classroom carries a live 
cow and features a fully 
operational milking parlor. 
Southwest Dairy Farmers 
trained instructors will 
demonstrate how to milk a 
cow, describe how milk goes 
from the farm to the consumer, 
and then answer questions 
from the audience. 
Presentations leave the 
audience with a basic 
knowledge of dairy farm 
practices to include the farmer, 
their animals, milk production 
and processing.
This innovative program 
teaches: 
• The modern milking process
• The importance of dairy 

foods in a healthy diet
• Modern environmental, 

animal care practices and 
food safety practices on a 
dairy farm

• Characteristics and anatomy 
of dairy cows

• An educational program 
relating to math, science, 
health/nutrition, sanitation, 
and food safety



COMPETITIVE ARTS EXHIBITS

PHOTOGRAPHY
Grand Building 

(upstairs)

FIBER ARTS
Pioneer Building

FINE ARTS
Bonneville Building

Discover what it takes to 
capture the essence of a 
moment and compete for the 
prestigious blue ribbon as 
students explore a diverse 
array of photographic 
masterpieces. From striking 
landscapes to captivating 
portraits, students will be 
immersed in the art of visual 
storytelling.

During your visit, you'll 
encounter a wide range of 
photographic styles and 
techniques, showcasing the 
talents of both amateurs and 
professionals alike. 

Be inspired by the creative 
vision of teens aged 13-17 and 
the imaginative perspectives 
of children aged 5-12, 
celebrating the artistic 
expression of every age group. 

 

At the Fiber Arts Exhibit, 
educational opportunities 
can extend far beyond simply 
admiring the displays. Marvel 
at the intricate patterns and 
vibrant colors of the quilts on 
display, each one a testament 
to the skill and creativity of its 
creator. From traditional 
designs to innovative 
techniques, students can 
explore the rich history and 
cultural significance woven 
into every stitch.
Demonstrations may be 
onsite, allowing students to 
earn the basics of quilting, 
weaving, embroidery, and 
more.  
Students have the 
opportunity to deepen their 
understanding of fiber arts 
and gain inspiration for their 
own creative endeavors.

Get ready for a creative 
adventure through the Fine 
Arts Exhibit—where 
imagination leaps off the walls 
and every corner tells a story! 
Students will be surrounded by 
a stunning collection of 
artworks, from bold oil 
paintings and vibrant acrylics 
to the soft, dreamy touch of 
watercolors.

Wander through this inspiring 
space and experience the 
work of Utah’s incredible artists 
up close. Each piece reveals a 
glimpse into their unique world
—full of emotion, detail, and 
personal expression.

And don’t miss the chance to 
meet our “working artists” in 
action! Watch them bring their 
ideas to life right before your 
eyes, and hear them share the 
how and why behind their art. 
It’s a rare opportunity to see 
creativity in motion and ask 
questions directly from the 
source.

Check the daily schedule so 
you can catch a live demo—
your students might just walk 
away inspired to create 
masterpieces of their own!



COMPETITIVE ARTS EXHIBITS

CULINARY ARTS
Zion Building

FLORICULTURE
Heritage Building

The Floriculture Exhibit is more 
than just beautiful—it's a 
vibrant learning experience 
that brings together science, 
art, culture, and hands-on 
skills in one inspiring space.
Students will explore the art 
of floral design, learning 
about color theory, symmetry, 
and balance through 
stunning flower 
arrangements. It's a creative 
way to tie in visual arts with 
real-world application.
And on the science front, 
students can get up close 
with a wide variety of plant 
species, exploring plant 
biology, life cycles, and 
structures. It’s a perfect 
introduction to botany—and 
might even plant the seed for 
future careers in floriculture or 
horticulture!

During the Fair, the Zion 
Building will now exclusively 
host the newly expanded 
culinary division, featuring an 
exciting lineup of food 
competitions, cooking 
demonstrations, and 
interactive exhibits. With new 
categories like artisan breads, 
decorated sugar art, 
homemade confections, and 
cook-offs, the Zion Kitchen will 
be the centerpiece of culinary 
creativity. 

The new culinary building will 
also feature farm-to-table 
concepts and educational 
displays to help kids better 
understand where their food 
comes from and how 
important health is  

CREATIVE ARTS
Promontory Building

Step into a hands-on world 
where tradition meets creativity! 
At the Creative Arts Exhibit, 
students will discover the 
amazing work of Utah's talented 
makers—each piece 
handcrafted from wood, metal, 
leather, fabric, and more.

As you move through the exhibit, 
you’ll see everything from 
hand-tooled belts and carved 
wooden bowls to forged metal 
art and delicate paper 
creations. Every item tells a story
—not just of the materials used, 
but of the maker’s skill, heritage, 
and imagination.

You might even get to see 
artisans in action, sharing their 
process and tools. Whether it's 
leather working, metal forging, 
or woodworking, this is your 
chance to experience the 
craftsmanship that turns 
everyday materials into 
something extraordinary.



LIVESTOCK & WILDLIFE

LIVESTOCK BARNS
Barns 8, 9, 10, 11

LIVESTOCK SHOWS
Showring

The livestock shows at the Fair 
can provide a hands-on 
learning experience that 
combines elements of biology, 
agriculture, economics, and 
ethics, helping elementary 
students develop a 
well-rounded understanding 
of the world around them. 
Seeing the dedication and 
hard work of the participants 
in preparing and showing their 
animals can instill a sense of 
responsibility and work ethic. 
Students student can learn a 
variety of valuable lessons at a 
livestock show:

Visit the different livestock 
barns on your field trip. The 
types of animals being shown 
rotate throughout the 11 days of 
the fair and will include various 
breeds of cattle, goats, sheep, 
pigs and more. 

Find out which shows will 
occur while you are here by 
visiting the daily schedule on 
our website or on the Utah 
State Fair App. 

WILDLIFE BUILDING
Utah Division of 

Natural Resources
Operated by the Utah Division 
of Wildlife Resources, the 
Wildlife Building features live 
aquariums with native Utah 
fish, taxidermy displays of 
waterfowl and upland game, 
and interactive exhibits.

This year’s theme, Birds of the 
Beehive State, highlights the 
incredible variety of birds 
found in our beautiful state.

Knowledgeable staff will be on 
hand to answer questions and 
provide the latest guidebooks, 
fishing brochures, and other 
resources for outdoor 
enthusiasts.



AGRICULTURE EDUCATION

BEE KEEPERS 
OBSERVATION HIVE & 
OTHER POLLINATORS

AGRICULTURE & 
HORTICULTURE

Within the observation bee 
hive, students have the unique 
opportunity to delve into the 
intricate dynamics of a honey 
bee colony without causing 
any disturbance to the bees. 
Students can identify the 
queen bee, discern the 
different castes of honey bees, 
and grasp their respective 
roles within the hive. To 
enhance their learning 
experience, local beekeepers 
are present to offer guidance 
and answer any inquiries, 
providing invaluable insights 
into the world of beekeeping.

Students can also learn about 
other pollinators such as 
butterflies like  monarchs, how 
to attract them and the 
important role they play in the 
life of the planet.

This interactive exhibit offers a 
fresh, exciting way for students 
to connect with the natural 
world while sparking curiosity 
and creativity. From familiar 
favorites to unusual finds, 
they'll explore a vibrant variety 
of fruits and vegetables up 
close—learning where food 
comes from and why it matters.

Marvel at imaginative displays 
that blend agriculture with art, 
crafted by people of all ages. 
It’s a perfect way to show 
students how farming isn’t just 
science—it’s creativity, too.

And best of all, this experience 
plants the seed for future 
involvement. Students can be 
inspired to grow their own 
fruits or vegetables and even 
enter them into the fair in years 
to come. It’s a fun and 
meaningful way to nurture 
responsibility, curiosity, and a 
lifelong appreciation for 
agriculture.

BUTTER COW
Promontory Building

sponsored by Unbottled
The Butter Cow exhibit at the 
Utah State Fair, an iconic 
spectacle that has captured 
hearts and minds since 1989. 
This incredible sculpture, 
sponsored by Unbottled, not 
only delights fairgoers with its 
awe-inspiring and often 
hilarious designs but also 
serves as an educational tool, 
offering insight into the vital 
role of Utah's dairy industry.

Crafted by the talented artists 
Debbie Brown and Matt 
McNaughtan, the Butter Cow is 
a true 'moo'sterpiece, 
showcasing the creativity and 
skill required to transform 
600-800 pounds of butter into 
a magnificent work of art, and 
it typically takes about 80 
hours of meticulous sculpting 
to bring these buttery marvels 
to life.



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
• OPEN TO SPECIAL NEEDS GROUPS
• ADMISSION JUST $1 FOR GUESTS & CHAPERONES!
• Special needs groups are welcome ANY DAY of the fair but free 

select carnival rides,  snacks,  & special programming are 
September 10th only

• ORGANIZATION REQUESTS DUE BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 15

For more information visit utahstatefair.com or use the QR code
or contact info@utahstatefair.com

Join us for a Special Day
SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY

• Groups must meet all  Program Guidelines to receive admission.
• Groups can attend any day of the Fair for $1
• Groups must be adequately supervised. Rides will be limited to those which 

are safe for special needs patrons.
• Chaperones are responsible for overseeing those patrons with diet 

restrictions.



- One Youth Admission to the 2026 Utah State Fair
- One free Midway Ride
- One free ride on the Giant Yellow Slide
- One free drink
- One Ribbon Bookmark

Kids in 1st-6th grades can READ 10 books between 
May 1 and July 20 and win:

Learn more at 
utahstatefair.com/read
or use the QR code!

Septemeber 10-20 | utahstatefair.com



UTAH STATE FAIR
EDUCATOR DAY
WEDNESDAY SEPT. 16TH
Free entrance for all educators*

*with school ID

Inspire your students to showcase their creativity at the Utah State Fair!

September 10-20 | utahstatefair.com

Photography Calling all budding photographers! Students can enter their best shots of animals, 
sports, and more!
• Ideas: Photograph a family pet, take an action shot at a soccer game, or capture a stunning 

landscape from a local park.
Floriculture - Perfect for students with green thumbs or a flair for floral design! 
• Ideas: Create a bouquet of bright daisies, design a fairy garden using succulents and pebbles, 

or craft a tropical flower arrangement.
Culinary - Got young bakers or aspiring cooks in your class? Let them show off their talents by 
entering decorated cupcakes, cookies, candies, and more!
• Ideas: Bake cupcakes with colorful frosting designs, whip up candy shaped like animals, or 

decorate cookies with fun patterns.
Fiber Arts - Do you have kids who are learning to sew, crochet or even quilt? They can enter their 
craftiest creations!
• Ideas: Knit a cozy winter hat, crochet a rainbow scarf, or make a quilt with vibrant fabric 

squares.
Agriculture/Horticulture - Time to get creative with fruits and veggies! Students can 
• Ideas: Make a person, animal, or vehicle using vegetables (hello, Mr. or Mrs. Potato Head!).  
Design a basket of fruits, veggies, herbs, grains, or seeds, or decorate an 8” or smaller pumpkin.
Creative Arts - For the hands-on creators, this is their time to shine! 
• Ideas: Construct a LEGO pirate ship, make a friendship bracelet, or scrapbook a vacation 

adventure.
Fine Arts - Aspiring artists can showcase their masterpieces—whether it's a painting, watercolor, 
pastel, or graphic art like charcoal, ink, or collages. 
• Ideas: Paint a serene sunset, sketch a favorite animal, or create paint beautiful 
flowers with watercolor.
Encourage your students to join the fun, let their imaginations run wild, and represent their 
school in these exciting competitions. It’s an exciting chance for them to shine! 
Don't forget, teachers are invited to enter their creations too!
Visit our website for details to enter! utahstatefair.com/comp-arts

KIDS CAN ENTER ART AT THE FAIR!


