


4-H & FFA Junior Livestock Rules - General
Rules & Regulations 

Disclosure 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided. 
However, exhibitors are cautioned that the current rules and regulations of the State 
Fair Park Authority, as interpreted by Fair Administration and the Board of Directors, 
take precedence over this listing due to the possibility of typographical error or 
inadvertent omission. 

In the event of conflict between the Utah Junior Livestock Association rules and the 
special rules governing the various departments, the special rules will take precedence. 

The Board reserves the final and absolute right to interpret these rules and regulations 
and to settle and determine all matters, questions, and differences in regard thereto, or 
otherwise arising out of, connected with or incident to the Fair. 

The Board reserves the right to amend or add to these rules, as it, in its judgment, may 
deem advisable. 

Entry Information 

ENTRY DEADLINE: 

Market: August 14, 2026 - 11:59 p.m. MDT 

Entry Fee: $25.00 for market class - limit ONE per exhibitor 

Breeding: August 28, 2026 – 11:59 p.m. MDT 

Entry Fee: $8.00 per head for breeding animal class 

Late entries will not be accepted. Enter online at www.utahstatefair.com by the 
deadline posted above. Showmanship entries must also be submitted online by the 
deadline posted above. 
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Exhibitor ticket and parking information will be provided at a later date. 
 
 

 
Animals entered in the 4-H/FFA Junior Market Livestock divisions are ineligible for 
exhibition in any other State Fair livestock show, including both the 4-H/FFA Junior 
Breeding Livestock shows and Open Class Livestock shows. 

 
Junior breeding animal exhibitors who also enter animals in the open show must do 
so in the same exhibitor’s name as their Jr Livestock entry. Junior breeding animal 
exhibitors who also enter animals in the open show must do so in the same exhibitor’s 
name as their Jr Livestock entry. If desiring to enter in both the Junior and the Open 
Class Breeding Shows, exhibitors must submit an entry form and fee for both shows. 
Entering in the Junior Show does not constitute entry in the Open Class Show. 

 

 
Health Regulations 

All sheep and goats must be identified with an ear tag showing premises number and 
individual ID number in accordance with the Federal Scrapie Eradication Program. 

 
No animal(s) will be allowed to be shown that originate from a quarantined herd or area, 
or that show evidence of a contagious or infectious disease, or a severe pathological 
condition. 

 
Animals showing lesions of ringworm or excessive warts will not be permitted to show. 

 
A veterinarian from the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food will be allowed to 
inspect animals upon request. 

 
Market animals (swine, steers, lambs, goats) will be inspected upon arrival to the 
fairgrounds by accredited veterinarians. 

Drenching: See drenching policy. Utah State Fair Animal Drenching Policy 2026 
 

Muzzles: The use of muzzles and other anti-grazing devices are strictly prohibited 
without the recommendation of the show veterinarian and informing show management. 
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2. FFA - Either a white shirt, tie and FFA jacket, or a white collared shirt with 
the FFA emblem and tie will be acceptable. 

3. Both – T-shirts, tank tops, tube tops, sleeveless shirts and vest will not be 
allowed. Exhibitors who fail to abide by dress standards will forfeit prize 
money. 

4. All Junior Livestock Exhibitors must wear their designated back tag 
number in the ring at all times. Back tags must be properly displayed 
on the back of the exhibitor's shirt using safety pins or a harness. Back 
tags will be distributed during each species check-in times. 

 
 
 
 

Premiums 
 

Premium checks will be mailed to exhibitors following the conclusion of the Fair. All 
premium checks must be cashed by December 31 of the current year. Any checks not 
cashed will be void. No replacement checks will be issued after December 31 of the 
current year. 

 
All rules & regulations must be complied with or premiums may be withheld. 

 
All money awarded for group or chapter exhibits becomes the property of the group. 

 
If an exhibitor loses their check a $25 stop payment fee will be assessed. The fee will be deducted 
from the reissued check. 

 
The Utah State Fair has established a premium schedule for all market animal classes 
and showmanship classes. These premiums will be as follows: 

 
 

Per Class - Show 
 

 
1st 

 
2nd 

 
3rd 

 
4th 

 
5th 

 
6th 

 
7th 

 
8th 

 
9th 

 
10th 

 
$25 

 
$24 

 
$23 

 
$22 

 
$21 

 
$20 

 
$19 

 
$18 

 
$15 

 
$10 
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Per Class - Showmanship 
 

 
1st 

 
2nd 

 
3rd 

 
4th 

 
5th 

 
6th 

 
7th 

 
8th 

 
9th 

 
10th 

 
$20 

 
$19 

 
$18 

 
$17 

 
$16 

 
$15 

 
$14 

 
$13 

 
$12 

 
$11 

 

 
Showmanship 

 
Divisions for youth showmanship contests will be as follows: 

Junior: *3rd – 5th Grade 

Intermediate: 6th – 8th Grade 

Senior: 9th – *12th Grade 

 
If more than 12 exhibitors are entered in a division, the division may be split into 

classes. Divisions with less than 12 exhibitors may be shown all together in one 

champion drive with premiums and placings being given as if classes had been shown 

separately. 

 

Special Rules: 

1. Exhibitors must have an animal entered in the 4-H & FFA Market Show. 

2. Exhibitors must show their entered animal to participate in showmanship. 

3. Exhibitors will be judged on compliance with dress code as well as ability to 

show the animal. 

 
*Youth must be 8 years old AND in 3rd grade to be eligible. 

 
 

*Youth who have graduated 12th grade in the season immediately prior to the Fair, so 

long as they have not passed their 19th birthday by the day of exhibition, will be 

considered eligible in the 12th grade level. 
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Release 

Exhibitors must obtain an official livestock release form from show officials to remove 
animals from the Fairpark. Release forms can be picked up during designated release 
times. Please see the general livestock schedule or individual species books for more 
information on specific release times. 

Exhibitors who leave grounds with exhibits before release time will be penalized by 
having premium monies withheld, unless special permission is obtained from Fair 
Management. 

Stalling 

To be eligible for premiums, exhibitors must keep stalls and tie-outs clean, and litter 
must be deposited in a place designated by supervisors. 

The barn supervisor shall have entire charge of assigning stalls when necessary. 
Animals must always remain in the immediate proximity of the livestock barns and 
showring and must not leave their barns unless traveling to the wash rack, showrings, 
tie-outs, unless otherwise approved by the barn supervisor and/or Fair Management. 

At the expense of the Fair, all pens and stalls will be bedded at the beginning of the 
fair/barn rotation. Barn supervisors will provide exhibitors with instructions covering feed 
storage and handling of bedding in the show barn. Exhibitors must arrange for their own 
feed, and for shavings after the initial bedding. Additional may be purchased through the 
Livestock Office. 

The use of straw bedding is prohibited in the Fairpark. 

Barn wiring is not set up to carry an excessive load of electricity. Please check with the 
barn supervisor before using connections for special hook-ups. 

The use of tie-outs will not be permitted before 8:00 p.m. 

Parking 

The Salt Lake City Board of Health rules and regulations prohibit house trailers or 
campers on the grounds. House trailers must go to a commercial trailer park where 
sewer and electrical facilities are available. 

Parking of livestock trailers on the grounds is prohibited. All livestock trailers must park 
in the designated trailer parking lot off grounds. 
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Vehicles will be allowed to park near barns for a limited time only for the feeding of 
animals. All vehicles parked near the barns for feeding must be removed by 8:00 a.m. 
or risk being towed. Exhibitors are encouraged to travel through Gate 14 from Parking 
Lot A to the livestock area whenever possible to help limit the number of vehicles 
parking near the barns. 

Exhibitor Liability and Responsibility 

Each exhibitor has absolute responsibility for the care and condition of the animal(s) 
they enter and bring to the Fair. Animals must be properly fed and cared for at all times 
while on Utah State Fairpark property, failure to do so may result in loss of premiums 
and disqualification from future shows at the Utah State Fair. 

Each exhibitor shall be responsible for any injury that may be occasioned by any 
person, whosoever, by any animal exhibited, and each exhibitor shall indemnify the 
Utah State Fair and officers thereof, against all claims or demands of any kind or nature 
that may grow out of any injury occasioned by the animal exhibited or to arise from the 
negligence of the person in charge of such animal. 

The Utah State Fair and its staff shall not be held liable for any injury, illness, loss, or 
death of livestock while on Fairpark property. All animals are exhibited at the owner’s 
sole risk, and exhibitors assume full responsibility for their care and well-being. By 
participating, exhibitors agree to release and hold harmless the Fair from any related 
claims. 
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Livestock Code of Conduct 

By registering for and participating in the Fair, all exhibitors, along with their family 
members, fitters, and other members of the exhibitor’s show team agree to abide by the 
following Code of Conduct and all applicable rules and regulations. 

 
1. Animal Welfare and Ethical Practices 

Exhibitors must prioritize the health, safety, and well-being of their animals at all 
times. All livestock must be handled in a humane and ethical manner. The use of 
abusive practices, neglect, or any action that may cause undue stress, harm, or 
discomfort to an animal is strictly prohibited. 

2. Prohibited Practices 
The use of artificial enhancements, including but not limited to artificial hair, 
injection of air or other substances, and the use of unauthorized drugs or 
medications to alter an animal’s appearance or performance, is strictly prohibited. 

3. Respect and Sportsmanship 
Exhibitors and their families, fitters, and other members of an exhibitor’s show 
team are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and professional 
manner at all times. Courtesy and good sportsmanship must be shown toward 
fellow exhibitors, barn supervisors, judges, fair staff, and volunteers. 
Disrespectful actions and behaviors will not be tolerated and may result in 
disciplinary action. 

4. Compliance and Cooperation 
All participants must comply with the directions of fair officials, barn supervisors, 
and judges. Failure to follow instructions or interference with fair operations may 
result in disciplinary action. 

By participating in the Fair, all parties acknowledge and accept these expectations and 
agree to uphold the integrity and values of the livestock exhibition. Violations of this 
Code of Conduct may result in penalties, including disqualification, removal from the 
grounds, loss of premiums, and/or restriction from future participation. 
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4-H & FFA Breeding Livestock – Special
Rules 

Entry Information 

Entry Deadline: August 28, 2026 – 11:59 p.m. 

Entry Fee: $8/head 

Late entries will not be accepted. Enter online at www.utahstatefair.com by the 
deadline posted above. Showmanship entries must also be submitted online by the 
deadline posted above. 

Junior breeding animal exhibitors who also enter animals in the open show must do 
so in the same exhibitor’s name as their Jr Livestock entry. If desiring to enter in both 
the Junior and the Open Class Breeding Shows, exhibitors must submit an entry form 
and fee for both shows. Entering in the Junior Show does not constitute entry in the 
Open Class Show. 

Registration and Pedigrees: 
1. Animals must be registered and entered in the name of the owner. An

exhibitor may assign a representative to show his or her animals, but the
animal must be entered in the name of the owner. The animal must be
registered to the owner at the time of judging.

2. Registration numbers must be shown on entry forms. Entries received
without registration numbers may not be processed. Animals entered with
pending registration numbers must have registration papers or proof of
submission to the appropriate breed association at time of check-in.

3. Registration papers and tattoos may be checked prior to judging by the
barn supervisor, Fair Management, and/or a national breed association
representative.

4. Beef cattle must have a legible tattoo which can be compared with
identification on registration papers. If a discrepancy or falsification is
found, the animal in question will be ineligible for competition.

Breed Shows and Divisions: 
1. A minimum of 15 head of any given species, provided by a minimum of two

exhibitors not from the same farm or family, is required to establish a
separate breed show. If the qualifying number are shown in any given year,
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a request may be submitted for a separate breed show to be established 
the following year. Contact must be made with Fair Management by 
January 1st of the subsequent year to be considered. Establishment of a 
new breed show may be dependent on space and/or budgetary constraints. 

2. Any breed not having the required number to show for two consecutive 
years may be eliminated as a separate breed class but may still show in 
the Any Other Recognized Breed class if one is offered. 

3. New breeds, or those without a separate show classification, may be 
shown in an “Any Other Recognized Breed” class if one is offered, or may 
be entered for display only. 

4. An “Any Other Recognized Breed” class must have at least half the 
minimum number required to establish a separate breed classification 
before an actual show will be organized and premiums paid. 

 

 
Premiums 

Exhibitors will not be allowed more than two monies in any one lot (regardless of the 
number of entries). Clerks will be careful to see that exhibitors receive their proper 
ribbon and money. 

 
Should an exhibitor bring more than two animals in a given lot, and placement of each 
animal occurs, the two highest placing animals in that lot from said exhibitor will receive 
premium monies. An animal from another exhibitor will not retroactively be granted a 
higher premium should a higher placing animal not qualify for premium monies due to 
lot entry limitations. 

• For example; If an exhibitor enters three animals in a given lot, and the animals 
place first in Class 1, second in Class 2, and third in Class 3, premium monies 
will only be awarded for the animals that placed first and second in their 
respective classes. However, an exhibitor whose animal placed fourth in Class 3 
would not automatically receive the third-place premium money, rather they 
would receive the designated premium money for their physical class placing of 
fourth place. 

 

 
Release 

 
All 4-H/FFA Breeding Animals are released at the conclusion of the final livestock show 
on Saturday, September 12, with the exception of second rotation beef cattle and 
exhibitors staying for Open Class shows. 
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4-H & FFA Market Livestock – Special Rules
Committee Chairman: Dennis Christensen 

Entry Information 

Entry Deadline: August 14, 2026 – 11:59 p.m. 

Entry Fee: $25/head – limit ONE (1) entry per exhibitor 

Late entries will not be accepted. Enter online at www.utahstatefair.com by the 
deadline posted above. Showmanship entries must also be submitted online by the 
deadline posted above. 

Animals entered in the 4-H/FFA Junior Market Livestock divisions are ineligible for 
exhibition in any other State Fair livestock show, including both the 4-H/FFA Junior 
Breeding Livestock shows and Open Class Livestock shows. 

Health Regulations 

All market animals must go through vet checks upon arrival to the Fairpark at the 
designated vet check area. All decisions made by the veterinarian(s) are final. 

Drug Testing 

All market animals (swine, beef, sheep, goats) placing either Grand or Reserve 
Champion in their respective species are required to undergo drug testing via 
blood sample. During the collection of blood samples, the exhibitor and designated 
responsible adult must be present. Only the exhibitor, designated adult, assigned 
veterinarian and assistant, species committee chairman, and designated USF 
staff/board member are permitted in the blood draw area. 

The species committee chairman and designated USF staff/board member will escort 
the exhibitor, designated adult, and animal to the blood draw area immediately following 
the selection of Grand and Reserve Champion animal in that species’ show. The animal 
is only allowed to travel from the showring to the blood draw area once the Grand and 
Reserve Champion has been selected. 
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Drug Certification Agreement: Exhibitor and parent/guardian certify that the entry has 
not been administered or that the exhibitor and parent/guardian do not have any 
knowledge that this entry has received any substance not approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) and/or the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
for food animals. Furthermore, the exhibitor and parent/guardian certify that this entry is 
free and clear of ALL drug and chemical residue withdrawal and elimination time 
periods. 

 
Unapproved Drug Use: The showing of any animal that has been administered during 
its life any quantity of any unapproved drug, chemical or medication is strictly prohibited. 
Such drugs include, but are not limited to, any diuretic, unapproved growth stimulant or 
other unapproved medication. Unapproved means not approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and/or the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for slaughter 
animals including animals that may be destined for human consumption. 

 
Approved Drug Use: If an animal has been administered a drug that is FDA approved 
for its species and class, sufficient time must have passed so that the animal does not 
test positive for that drug upon arrival at USFP. Animals must remain free and clear of 
all drug and chemical residues while on show grounds. Please note that elimination time 
(the time it takes for no drug residue to be found in the system) is generally longer than 
the labeled withdrawal time for most approved drugs. 

Emergency Treatment: If an animal requires emergency treatment while on Show 
grounds, only a licensed veterinarian will be allowed to administer any drug, chemical or 
feed additive. An exhibitor may choose a licensed veterinarian other than the official 
Show veterinarian, but the official Show veterinarian MUST be notified in advance and 
he/she MUST be present. Animals which are administered treatments with a withdrawal 
or extended elimination time period will be disqualified from competition. Furthermore, 
The Official Show Veterinarian, in agreement with Show Management, reserve the right 
to treat any animal if, in the opinion of the Official Show Veterinarian, it is in the best 
interest of the animal's health and well-being to be treated. If the Official Show 
Veterinarian administers treatment to an animal, and therefore uses any medication that 
does not meet the appropriate withdrawal and or elimination time, will be determined 
ineligible for competition. 

 
Wholesome Meat Act: The USDA Wholesome Meat Act applies to all market livestock. 
Only animals eligible for immediate slaughter may be brought onto the grounds and 
exhibited: 

1. Animals must be in good health and carcasses free of drug or chemical residues. 
2. Drug labels must be observed. Please note that elimination time (the time it takes 

for no drug residue to be found in the system) is generally longer than the labeled 
withdrawal time for most approved drugs. 

3. If drug or chemical residues are found in tissue of carcasses, the entire carcass 
may be condemned. 
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The Utah State Fair/ State Fair Park Authority will in no way be liable or responsible for 
the condition of carcasses or the sale price of the animal. In such cases, the exhibitor 
forfeits all rights to all proceeds including Auction Price, Scholarships, Premium Awards, 
Market (Floor) Price and Special Awards. 

Tagging and Ownership 

USJLA ear tags must be recorded on entry and in animals' ear by official tagging date. 
All tag numbers will be verified through 4-H/FFA officials. Exhibitors in violation of this 
rule will be asked to leave the premises. 

The tagging and ownership deadlines are as follows: 

Market Beef – June 1 
Market Goats, Sheep, Swine – July 11 

Exhibitors may designate alternate animals at the time of entry; however, only one 
animal per exhibitor is permitted on the grounds and is eligible for exhibition. All 
alternate animal(s) must be assigned to a specific exhibitor at time of entry. An animal 
may be listed as an alternate for more than one exhibitor only when the exhibitors are 
within the same immediate family. Immediate family members are defined as siblings, 
including biological, step-, and half-siblings, who reside in the same household; cousins 
and other extended family members are not included. 

Release 

All Market animals (including Champion and Reserve) must be cared for by the exhibitor 
until 6 PM on Saturday the 19th when they are released to the care of the packer for 
shipping. Each exhibitor has absolute responsibility for the care and condition of the 
animal they enter and bring to the Fair. 

Sifted animals (not for health reasons) will be released and able to leave during or 
immediately after weigh-in unless the exhibitor is competing in showmanship. 

Animals which are not eligible for the auction or are pulled from the auction by the 
exhibitor, for any reason, are the responsibility of the exhibitor and will be released 
under the approval of Fair Management at one of the designated times:

1. Friday evening following the conclusion of Market Goat Showmanship
2. Saturday morning from 6:00-9:00 a.m. 
3. Saturday evening after 6:00 p.m.

Walking animals out of Fairpark gates and across the bridge is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
Exhibitors found in violation of this rule will face disciplinary action.  
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Market Auction 

All Market Animals that go through the show are eligible for the auction, except for 
animals designated a white ribbon by the judge. 

Animal owners who wish to sell private treaty to the packer must notify the livestock 
office no later than 30 minutes following the conclusion of final market show, Thursday, 
September 17th, 2026. 

Exhibitors who wish NOT to sell in the auction MUST notify the livestock office no later 
than 30 minutes following the conclusion of final market show, Thursday, September 
17th, 2026. Failure to inform the office of decision could result in forfeiture of 
premiums or fines. 

Exhibitors MUST show and sell their own animals without exception. 

All Grand Champion and Reserve Champion animals in each species are 
considered terminal and must be sold. Champion and Reserve animals will be 
delivered directly to the packer designated by the State Fair Park and harvested upon 
results of a clean drug test. It is strictly prohibited to replace or buy back Champion or 
Reserve animals from the packer. 

All animals that go through the auction are subject to a 5% auction administration fee. 
If an exhibitor wishes to buy back their animal on the auction (excluding Grand 
and Reserve Champions), payment must still be made to the Utah State Fair. 
Any exhibitor who chooses to buy back their animal on the auction and does not 
submit proper payment to the Utah State Fair will face disciplinary action, including 
loss of any additional premiums and ineligibility at future Utah State Fair Junior 
Livestock Auctions.

14




