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Overview

• Program updates

• Fair Resources

• Role of the Fair in Emergency Response

• Emerging & Reportable Disease Trends

• Animal Disease Traceability Results

• Rule Making Changes





Animal
Health
Program

Animal Health 
• Import regulations, licensing, permits, CVI, Brucellosis vaccination, 

TB Testing, market inspections, 

• Foreign Animal Disease and emerging disease surveillance, 
response, containment, eradication

Avian Health
• Market surveillance, NPIP inspections

• Sick bird reports, FAD and emerging disease response 

Animal Disease Traceability
• Ensures a rapid response when animal disease events take place.  

• Reduces the number of animals and response time involved in a 
disease investigation reducing the economic impact on cattle 
producers.

Reserve Veterinary Corp
• Provide surge capacity to manage adverse animal health events.  

• Recruit veterinary practitioners (100 members)

• Works on emergency response and secure food supply plans





Communication from the State Vet



Animal Health LIST-SERVE



Department of Agriculture
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/animal-husbandry

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets


Interstate Animal Movement

• InterstateLivestock.com
• Interstate Animal Movement Requirements

• Certificates of Veterinary Inspection, Identification, Vaccine/Test requirments

https://www.interstatelivestock.com/




Fair’s Role in Emergency Management
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE

• Prepare: develop plans for 
animal emergencies and the use 
of fairgrounds 

• Prevent: disease with 
customized biosecurity plans for 
your Fair.

• Exercise: your plans with a 
tabletop exercise 

Join the Reserve Veterinary Corp
• Contact Dr. Buswell at mbuswell@agr.wa.gov

• phone:  360 280 6499

mailto:mbuswell@agr.wa.gov


National Western Stock Show

Dr Alex Turner CSDA Ag Connect



Preparedness Activities
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE

• Webinars | Extension Disaster 
Education Network- Marla Calico

• International Association of Fairs and 
Expositions –

• Institute of Fair Management - My Courses (iafeinstitute.com)

• Emergency Planning

• FEMA 100, 200, 700

• Consumer Protection Program Workshops
• E.coli 0157:H7

• Swine influenza

https://extensiondisaster.net/news-events/webinars/
https://iafeinstitute.com/courses
https://iafeinstitute.com/courses


Emergency Response Fair Plans
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE

1. Animal Care/Husbandry Plan
• Housing, feeding, movement

2. Emergency Response/ 
Disaster Plan 
• Engage County Emergency 

Managers

• Engage WSDA Partners

• Evacuation and Sheltering 

Interim Program Manager | Rapid Response 
& Emergency Management Program 
ecoyle@agr.wa.gov



Disease Prevention and Response Plans
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE

1. Everyday and Enhanced 
Biosecurity Plans 
• Disease prevention and Continuity 

of Business

2. Disease Outbreak Plans
• Agro-terrorism? 
• Zoonotic:  E.coli 0157 H7, 

Campylobacter, Swine Influenza
• Foreign Animal Disease:  FMD
• Emerging Disease: EHM



Case Study
2015 National Cutting 
Horse Association Western 
National Championship 
Ogden UT

• 421 horses
• 35 from WA
• 90 cases of EHV-1 or EHM 

reported in 10 states
• 54 horses with 1°

infections from exposure 
at event

• 36 horses with 2°or 3°
infection

• 13 horses died



Biosecurity and Business Continuity Plans

• Section 1 – Preventing disease 
from entering your event:

• Section 2 – Preparing your event 
for a disease outbreak

• Section 3 – Controlling exposure 
during the equine event

https://ag.colorado.gov/sites/ag/files/documents/Final%20
%20EHV1%20Business%20Continuity%20Plan.pdf

https://ag.colorado.gov/sites/ag/files/documents/Final%20%20EHV1%20Business%20Continuity%20Plan.pdf


Prepare to Respond
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE

• A free online learning platform for: 
• Livestock event personnel

• First responders

• Anyone who wants to understand disease and disease transmission

• Available Nationwide June 2022

• Participants will learn how to:
• Mitigate risk during a disease outbreak at a livestock event (exposition, fair)

• Develop an emergency response plan

• Expedite an emergency response with confidence 

Funded by USDA-APHIS National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response Program



Prepare to Respond
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE

• Introductory Module 
• Context for disease, outbreaks & 

response

• Livestock Event Personnel Module II
• Volunteers, staff, fair board, exhibitors 
• How do you identify and prepare for a 

disease outbreak

• First Responders Module III
• Law enforcement, fire & rescue, EMT
• Learn your roll in a livestock event 

disease outbreak 

• Templates
• An  Emergency Response 

Plan

• Messaging and press released 
to share with the public

• Messaging to exhibitors 

• CONTACT Paul S. Kuber, Ph.D.  
pskuber@wsu.edu

Funded by USDA-APHIS National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response Program



Accredited Veterinarian’s Role
PREPARE, PREVENT, EXERCISE, REPORT, RESPOND
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FARM PPE Webinar Series

• FARM PPE Webinar Series 
• Farm

• Animal

• Risk

• Mitigation

• Prepare

• Prevent

• Evaluate

• 12 part webinar series 
• Starting in November 2021

• Customized Enhanced biosecurity 
plans 

• Continuity of Business during 
disease outbreak

• Opportunity for farm visit/ review

• WSU/ WSDA collaboration 

Craig McConnell Veterinary 
Medicine Extension



Fair Supervisors and Veterinarian’s Role

If you see something, say something. 

REPORT
• Animal diseases or disease clusters with 

zoonotic potential 

• New or emerging diseases never or 
rarely been observed in WA

• Diseases that appear in a new species or 
show evidence of higher pathogenicity 
than expected

• Unusually high morbidity or mortality



Foreign Animal Diseases can look like 
Endemic Diseases

AND CANNOT BE  DIFFERENTIATED FROM EACH 
OTHER WITHOUT DIAGNOSTICS!!





Emerging and Reportable Disease Trends

Dr. J.P. Teifke, Federal Research Institute for Animal 
Health, Riems, Germany and the 

Center for Food Security and Public Health at Iowa State 
University, College of Veterinary Medicine

Dr. Amber Itle FMD suspect/ grass awns Dr. Matt Shere FMD suspect/ EHD, bluetongue
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West Nile Virus Trends 
2021 

(10 horses, 1 alpaca, 3 humans) 2019 (2) 2018 (2)

2017 (9) 2016 (27) 2015 (36)

2020 (0)



Equine Disease 
Communication 
Center







SARS-CoV-2 Testing in Washington

> 200 Animals Tested at WSU WADDL 

• Dogs
• 24 dogs Sero +; PCR -
• 37 dogs Sero -; PCR –
• 5 dogs PCR +

• Cats
• 3 cats PCR + 

• Wildlife 
• mink, otters, weasels, tamandua, 

beaver, bobcat 
• all Sero/PCR -

UW Covid and Pets Study (CAPS) 



Confirmed Cases of 
SARS-CoV-2 in the US



Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease
• 15 States

• Medgene Vaccine 
available NOW. 
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Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease and Bluetongue

• EHD and BTV 
• Orbivirus, often subclinical. 

• Biting midges, gnats or 
“Culicoides” species

• Clinical Signs like FMD
• Fever, anorexia, lethargy, 

weakness, stiffness/ lameness, 
respiratory distress, oral cavity 
ulcers, nasal discharge and 
excessive salvation

• Swelling of the head and neck, 
mucous membranes of the mouth 

• WSDA vets follow up with cases 
in WA cattle to rule out foreign 
animal diseases.



Sick and Dead Deer Reports
Dr. Kristin Mansfield, Dept of Fish and Wildlife

Past 30 days



Hemorrhagic 
Surveillance 2021 -
Google My Maps
Dr. Melia DeVivo

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1T_bwavv4oBlEO25FFWIawzvERMK5uOkO&ll=47.34945255100591%2C-115.48470677406812&z=8


September 23 2021

Dr. Matt Shere FMD suspect/ EHD, bluetongue

Dr. Matt Shere FMD suspect/ EHD, bluetongue
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Animal Disease Traceability Results
The Bookend System



mCVI
AgConnect

Entry Permits

ECTR OVIS



ADT Program Results

• FREE RFID tags
• to accredited vets for regulatory work
• to vets at livestock markets
• to LID program ECTR participants
• to bull calf buying station
• to select fairs for pilot

• FREE RFID Stick Readers 
• 89 WA veterinarians.
• 5 Fairs 

• FREE Reader Infrastructure
• 6 Livestock Markets
• 6 Slaughter Facilities



ADT Program Results

• FREE Veterinary Regulatory Health Records and eCVIs
• 98% of CVIS issued by WA vets are electronic.
• 500+ WA vets and 74 vet technicians have accounts in the OVIS system. 

• FREE Veterinary Market Module
• Trace cattle moving intra/interstate

• Free electronic CVI, brucellosis vaccination/ test records, Trich test record

• FREE Electronic Tag Retirement 
• WA can electronically retire tags for 99% of all cattle slaughtered 

• Some large harvest facilities now requiring RFID. 

http://oda.direct/OVIS,


African Swine Fever in Dominican Republic

• Tens of thousands of pigs 
depopulated

• Detected in 14 of the 
country’s 32 provinces in 
early August 

• Economic losses of around 
$180 million. 

• Enhanced surveillance in 
Haiti and Virgin Islands

• Likely arrived through 
garbage feeding



Proposed Changes to Animal Health Regs

• Exhibition Swine Identification Requirements (16-80 
WAC):  
• Survey Results revealed the 70% of respondents supported moving 

forward with requiring official identification for exhibition swine

• Garbage Feeding
• Senate Bill 5300 into the legislature proposing changes to 

RCW 16.36.105 to prohibit garbage feeding to swine in Washington. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwsu.us18.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5c96332baeb952a27df54494d%26id%3D29626d9a33%26e%3D398a8837fc__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!7qEYgZjaDiZ0YFkWvExvkXMAhm6iAO9c1VxubY6r5HUWAlytT1Ncet0eP7OST9PA%24&data=04%7C01%7CAItle%40agr.wa.gov%7C9510b1c3476f4d7e7cae08d94b929fd4%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637623915387494881%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gS9E8xsiJeEPz%2F7NWC2ku47JA9eGO6V41zgdMQa5JFQ%3D&reserved=0


Questions? 

Amber J Itle VMD MS

Interim Washington State Veterinarian 

Washington State Department of Agriculture

aitle@agr.wa.gov

360 961-4129 | agr.wa.gov


