Minutes of a joint work session for the Fair Board and Save the
Fair Citizens Committee held at the fair office April 10, 1978.

CALL TO ORDER Fair Board Chairman Jerry Boyer called the session to order at

7:43 p.m,
ATTENDANCE FATIR BOARD SAVE THE FAIR CITIZENS
Jerry Boyer Dalane Fisher
Ralph Holland Carol Rohrer
Charles Colegrove Sonja J. Simpson
Margaret Rice
STAFF Clarence Rice
Lorrie Maki Lyell Gardner
Larry Markus
Ernie Bemnett
Robert Twigg
SUMMARY Chairman Boyer summarized the past meeting of April 5 as a super

meeting having an impact on the Board of County Commissioners
toward the saving of the fair.

The Fair Board and citizens now have additional hurdles to face;
those being time and organizational.

The calendar of events calls for an April 26th County Budget
Hearing, which is most important that the people wishing to

save the fair let their voices be heard and the July 7th deadline
for the initiative petition.

Boyer commended Larry Markus for informing the public as to the
needs of the failrgrounds.

3
April 26th an ad hoc committee will be appointed by the Fair Boave
to put organized action into saving the fairgrounds.

The April 26th budget hearing calls for a positive directional
proposal to be presented to the budget committee and County”
Comini seioners, The sum of &9, ,B00 is very inportaunl to the
continued opcration of the fair for 1978-79.

NI LCUSSTON Chairman Boyer w-utlined the sugeested needs that the people
sheortld congilder in order =¥ apovweance.
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Lyell Gardner felt that the drainage most certainly is a priority
and the design needs to include a plan for future expansion as
well as present needs,

Larry Markus suggested that the total amount put forth to the
voters not be underestimated - half a building would be a sad
situvation,

Margaret Rice suggested that the words ' Expo Livestock 'were not
fully understood by the voters. She feels that a more realistic
and accurate word should hemeafter be 'Multi-Purpose' Building.
All agreed.

The Main Exhibit Building renovation would be a major chore and
during that time it would not be in use by the fairgrounds, It
must be remembered that during the renovation other problems such
as rotting timbers must be éondidered for cost estimates.

Operating revenue must be allotted during the down time.

Carol Rohrer questioned the importance of the April 26th meeting.
Boyer informed all that without a positive voice from the public
and a direction towards a viable fairground facility, the budget
committee may consider the fairgrounds a 'dead horse' and not fund

Mrs. Rice asked 'What does the Board of County Commissioners have
in mind?"

Chikirman Boyer responded that the commissioners at this time are
non~committal,

The proposed November election will not encumber any County Fair
funds because it is the general election,

Larry Markus commented that a number of fund raisers must be
congidered to cover the costs of another camwpaign.

All agreed that now each had a better idea of what is needed o
save the fairgrounds., They in tuzn will go to their groups and
ralay ihis infosrtion as vwell o gether input furm the grouns

seamt-irs for disortion to heda Tiist to the Ad Hoo Committeo.
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CALL IO ORDER

CITIZEN
PARTICIPATION

Minutes of a joint meeting held at thae Courthouse, Recm LOZ on
April 5 with the Fair Board and the Washington County Boatd o
Commissioners,

I

parts of the county. Many groups were represented inscluding %It
FFA, service cluba, widing clubs, 4-~wheel drive =lubs, Grenge
membera, rhavber of commerce and concerned citizens.

A demonstration was held by chiidren, adults, animals all ccxaying
gigns in support of saving the fair before the meeting was carred
to order, outside the courthouse, The press was also in attendance.

Miller Duris, Chairman called the meéting to order at 7;03 p.m.

Mr. Duris welcomed all those in attendance aund asked the Fair
Board and Fair Manager to introduce themselves.

He explained how the Commissioners and Faiir Board function -

The Fair Board is appointed, they operate autonomously. The
Fair Board is responsible for operation and maintenance of the
fairgrounds complex, they hire the manager and staff. The Board
of County Commissioners only appoints the Fair Board,

Mr. Duris was happy to see such a large, standing room only turn
out for saving the fairgrounds. He commented that the room was
empty at the Task Force and Commissioners public hearing.

Fair Manager Hesse was asked to summarize the sequence of events
that led up to this evening.

Chairman Duris stated that the Commissioners were here to listen

to what the community wants. After all the input is congidered,
the Fair Board will come to the budget committee on April 26th with
congtructive ideas and insight as to what the Washington County
citlzens want.

Citizen participation was initilated,

Dean Carmichael of Sherwood, Washigton County Livestock Assn.,
sec,/treas,, indicated that at the March 7th weeting of the Asso-
ciation the sale of the failrgrounds was discussed. The Asasociatdon
felt that the sale would not be in the best interest of the citizen-
ry or the agricultural community in general. A resolution was
passed to oppose the sale of the fairgrounds and asked the Falu
Board to keep fairgrounds and modernize and operate on a loglecal
budget. Perhaps a park could be included into fairgrounds usage.

Cari Ellis, 4-H member stated that there are over 2,000 4-H membais.
She asked the Board of County Commisgsioners to keep the falrgrounds,
4=H is a character building organization and all year is spent or
projects to come to fair., "Please respond now to help achlove our
goals,"
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Chairman Luris explained that he key point ol ilie general i+d
budget is the tax base., The county 1is operating on the 191¢ tax
base and voters have not approved a new one since,

Paul C Paulsen, Attorney for the &4-Wheel Drive Association, stated
the 4-Wheel Drive Clubs put in many hours of public service work.
"It's about time to say, 'What is worthwhile is worth paying for.''
Mr, Paulsen felt that if a special election were held the vote
would be YES -~ for the Fair, "Everyone who enjoys the faixr should
get out and work for it,"

Linda Ireland, Washington County Holstein and Dairy Wives, asked
that the fair should be kept and '"0ld time America is good for
Washington County,"

Dale Scheller, 39 year resident and member of Kiwanis Club consist-
ing of 80 Hillsboro businessmen, commented that the Kiwanis Club
cast a unanimous vote for saving the fairgrounds, '"I would hate to
see people deprived of falr - Agriculture is the malnstay of our
existence,™

Russ Puncocher, FFA student of Hillsboro Senior High School, felt
the fair is an opportunity to show achlevements and give a true
gense of accomplishment; "Gives a chance to feel worth."

Kim Delashmutt felt that many kids learn from the falr activities,
"The city kids get to see livestock and animals,"

Clayton Nyberg, 1933 4-H member and 20 years a leader in 4-H, feels
that 4-H paves the way for successful citizens. Alsc a past Fair
Board member, he feels that a county this size should be able to
fund a fair. The county must look at the priorities and take it

to the people, : :

Kevin Evers, FFA CHapter, added that FFA has alvnvs supported the
falr and done many volunteer hours of work painiu.z, raking, and
building to make the fair better then ever beicze, and will con
tinue to do so.

Jack Long, Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce, supperfed the February :-
bond measure eI supports the fair and falws.o-7e <, Each chambos
in Washington Couunty was aqiad to individuaiiz souncse the fair.
The commissiorzrg are asked to poetpone decidiag tihe future unil:
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Shawos acinieh, 437 Horase osler for 5 youwn, Hzals theve is
Yoove ¢ ralvgrowm ds thaw Jicllars,” She peiiceves that i
"'port of Portland s puiiiap a political maunipulation fer the
falrgrounds." She said Uerr wrote of options to keep or dispose
of the fairgrounds, '‘isposing of the fairgrounds will sell
youth . down the drain for a lousy dollari™

Odus Bales, United Grocers, has been a long time supporter of
4-Y and livestock groups for years. The fair has a dual purpose
in aiding in the production of livestock in the county and the
encouragement of youth.

Aggie thitman, 40 year vesident of Hillsboro and member of 4
4-Vheel D_ive Clubs, offered to help with work, i1f the county
will suppIy materials,

Virgil Markus, Rotary Club and 4-Wheel NW Mountain Cruiser Club
member, and acting chairman of Save the Fairgrounds Committee,
stated that with $2 million people attending fairs in 1977,
fairs are indeed alive, Approximately every $1,00 spent during
the fair generates $10.00 of income to the community. Tent,
paint, gravel, backhoe have all been offered recently to the
fairgrounds, However, all those volunteers can only do so much.
The grounds and buildings still have to be maintained and moni=a:s
put into proper direction over a period of time. "Fair {s not
dead, People of falr are in support and alive. Momey is talking
now." Money for printing and petitions is available if that
direction is needed to be taken. Perhaps a change in the millag:
in state legislation is needed, The fairgrounds has so much
potential, There are positive thoughts all over the county.
Time is needed to work out what is needed in the way of dollars
for fairgrounds use, A realistic evaluation by an ad hoc
committee may be needed. Year around operation would be a prime
consideration. ‘'We need your support (County Commissioners),"

Lawrence Smith, Board Director of QOregon Howve=man Assn., Westerv
Horseman Agfan., and Wachington County Gamer: i 3 member is in
support of tha fairgrounds.

Mark A1l i: in favor of saving the fairger =75, After the mow: .
of Multrc-s% County ¥air, it has not becr - =« avme, A positics
step in Geesow! Meow the foard of County foon snicnersg.

A grov, oU =honl towe 10 members asked til couiilrsioners,
"plezse save i for youih.'
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Sheila Wal:on, Forest Gr.iv: 4-H, asked that all alternatives be
consider:¢ oeiore closing falrgrounds. If sold, the funds should
go to the Foiv Board. 'The defeat of the electlon is not a mendate
to cloge ue lalr,"

Dave Eischen, 4~H and FFA, feels that a 'sense of accomplishment
replaces need to follow the crowd, quite often in the wrong direc-
tion." 'Fair is where town and country meet.' Surely alone
drainage and parking would improve fairgrounds usage. Location ie
perfect, even as the City of Hillsboro is growing around it, We
do need a multi-purpose arema, 'Don't lose potential because 27
lack of dollars.”

Wally Cramford will help to raise money along with other auctioneer:
for a fund rzoiser for the fairgrounds,

Rita Houston presented an idea for usage, Like the Homestead Act,
special interest groups could be given a plot of ground to use,
care for, and maintain as a fund raiser., They would have to adhere
to a list of uses, a ganersl fund, and a govoraing body of thelr
own. A time limit of perhaps five years would be given to prove
their good intentions,

Larry Markus, NW Mountain Cruiser member and a member of the Save
the Failr Committee, feels 'the falr issue is close to the very
young and old." It is operating on a shoestring budget. Now is
the time to remedy the state of disrepair. ''It is a moral obliga-
tion to take care of the fairgrounds. Will the Board of County
Commissioners state how they feel?"

Bill Bloom - Falr is a dead issue unless there is a ground
gwell of support.

Richard Heisler - I understand the concerns of the young. 1T
hope to see the falrgroutids kept, but there is a problem
with funding.

Virginia Dagg - There is a potential problem of the airport
and fairgrounds being so close along with growing popula-
tion., She asked, 'Do we need 80 acres for the fair?"

Is relocation an alternative? If people are not willing
to renovate old buildings, but still want the fair; maybe
a smaller piece of land would be better.
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Larry 14z-:us gsald the groups are here tonight to save the failrx
and with some leadership to organize them, they will.

Margaret Cooney felt the election was held at a bad time, Fair
problems need more than a bandaid. 'The tax base is important,
Ms. Cooney asked if the Port of Portland has a hand in this,

Exrnest Bernett feels moving the fairgrounds is not good and it
just needs to be {mproved. A new tax base would definitely be
helpful.

Duris cesinl that ne Tort of Portland manipulation is involved
and rejentced that idez totally and completely,

Chairman Bover also rejected any Port of Portland invelvement as
there. has been absoluiely 1o asyvespondconaa to the ¥olvw Joaxd in
recent yeers on this maites,

Forest Grove FFA member feels that with the Washington County Fair
ranked 8th in the state and the county being a farming community
the Fair must remain a part of the community.

Dwayne Forney asked the commissioners if any 0 and G funds from
timber sales could be put to falr use, or other county Q and C
funds could be shared for Washington County, 'No fair is
unAmerican,

Jarry Ash, Washington County Vocatlpnal Rehabilitation counselor,
felt that after working with the juvenile department of the
courthouse, the youth in the community most definitely need a
positive direction with active leadership to help them form
productive habits of good citizens.

Clarence Rice, Beaverton Grange, felt tha the enthusiasn this
evening "stirred up in the community" should now be put into
save the fair action.
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Harry Couizen felt that ® doing is the best donation.”

Bill Biluon stated that he is not opposed to the County Fair, but
one prohizy must be faced - lack of dollars to eprosd around,
People .l support the fadr or it is dead,

Durig commented that the 19,66 acres acquired by th. =y of
Hillsboro will be complimentary to the fairground complex, when
improvements are made.

Chairman Boyer expressed special appreciation for all those who
came to support the fair "down to the raggle-taggley, little dog
and ducks with signs on their backs - Save our Fair! ' We received
gome positive direction here and will meet April 12 to evaluate
the citizen input,'

Commigssioner Duris urged all to work with the Falr Board to solve
the problems at hand. The April 26th budget meeting the
commissioners will expect to be presented with a plan of action
from the community and Fair Board, so0 they will kunow the proper
direction to take,

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorrie Maki, Secretary



