VASHINGTON COUNTY FAIR

HINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING - APRIL 3, 1973

CALL TO ORDER Washington County Commissioners hosted a special
AIID ATTENDANCE meoting for the Falr Board, County Department Heads
and the Press. 7The session was called to order
by Max Relih, County Administrator at 12:10 p.m.
at the Copperstone Restaurant in Hillsboro.
Mr, Rolih welcomed the Fair Board.
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INTRODUCTIONS Mr. Rolih introduced Wr. Jossy who in turn intro-
duced the Fair Eoard by name and position held.
Jossy said bri=tly that we have »roblems and need
the help of the Couvnty Comaiecsiozers to solve thess

problens,
¥ PROBLEMS THE FAIR Mr. Barl Adams, Chairman of the Falr Board gave a
BOARD ARE FACING review of problems since new Commissioners were

meeting with the Fair Board for the first time.
Adams told those present that a number of citizens
have been working to establish an Exposition Building
on the grounds to facilitate a growing need of
recreational demands the Falir Board is receiving.
Usage of the present site in 1972 excluding the Fair
itself was approximately 120,000, Fair week usage
to be at 40,000, Adams stated that we have meet
witr the Board of Portland Community College on
thrce occasions., The Rock Creek site at the present
time is deemed poor because of access problems and
lack of sewer and water.
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The lack of nmoney was sited as the current problem
for improving the buildings and the present site.
The most urgent need being adequate sewer and drain
systems, Dr, McGough said that the Fair Board
Members personally sign notes to the bank and
borrow money to keep operating.

State Law (565.330) states that in any county the
county counrt may, at the time of making the annua’
estimate of the county levy for county purposes,
include in the ssvimate and levy a sum not exceed-
ing one one hundred-gsixtieths of one percent
(.0000625) of the true cash value of all taxable
properity within the County, to cover the cost of
maintaining the county fair grounds and buildings,
srzcting new buildings and general overating expense.
Thz tawx sncll be collected in the care manner as
otaer taxes are collected, shall be placed in a
gpecial fund %o be kmown as the fair fund and
warranls Jrawn therecn by the county fair hoard.

For Washiugton County this would gain the fair
approximately 108,000, County Counsel, Bd Sulliran
cantioned that thko Expo Center dould cause ithe Fairv
to make a profit., The Commissionars felt any
funding would have to be outside the 6% limitation
beczuse of the County financial problems, thereby
requiring a vote.

Pr, lcGough stated he was a menmber of the Hillshoro
Park and Recreation Commititees as well as a Fair

Board member and that the Fair Board has discussed

some of the following ideas with the City of Hillsboro,
In lieu of the $22,000 the County owes the City the
Fair Board would negotiate a long term lease of
development of 14 plus acres of ground for & lighted
ball fields, restrooms, blacktop and storm drainage.
All the items to be negotiated.

The Port of Portland will hold a meeting with the
Countyr Commissioners on April 10, 1:00 p.m. at the
Court house. The Fair Board was invited to attend,
Jossy told the Commissioners of meetings held years
back and said the Fair Board is willing to negotiate
any reasonable trade or sale ¢of land as it had been
willing in the years past,

Commissioner, Burt Wilson asked the Fair Board members
their views on moving the fair grounds to a different
Jocation, All Fair Board members favored the present
gite as it was central in location, people of the
County have invested many donations of time and fuuds
in the site, and all felt that the open space was nezded
Rod Roth, Commissioner said that he was not suggesting
moving the fair but would like an improvement in the
present site,
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ADJOURNMENT

Fred Leutwyler, of the County Finance Department
said the Fair Board does have a request in the
budget for sewer and drainage, The County budget
hearing will take place on Hay 2, 1973. Time and
place to be announced, If approved the Fair Board
could proceed with plans immediately following
budget approval and money would be released July -,
1993, Hr, Rolih said that someone from the Heali:
Department would be called to a meeting to check
status quo of the current problem in connectiou
with holding a fair this year,

Mr. Rolih said he felt that the Commissioners would
find time to meebt on a guarterly basis if the Fair
Board desgired, All present agreed we must meet to
keep coumunication open and to exchange ideas and
malre decisions on policy areas. HNrs. Dagg, County
Cormissioner said that in order %o resolve the
present problems she would be willing to take
necessary measures to close the communications gep.

Mr, Rolih will organize a meeting between county
staff members, representatives from the fair toard
and the City of Hillsboro to begin plans to correc?’
current problems and work oh a long range plan Ior
the present fair site.

Mr. Al Unrubk has indicated an interest in moving the
I.8.D, Offices from Hillsboro to the fair grouads.
Rolih said I,E,D. would nesd approximately 25000
square feet of space, Fair Board is willing to work
with the County and I.E.D, Officlals,

The meeting was closed gt 1:20 p.w. as the County
Commissioners had a meeting sacheduled at the Couxd
House at 1:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Adeline C, Hesse, Secretary
Washington County Fair Board



