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a) What was the goal? 
 

  The Marin County Fair’s theme Let the Funshine In! celebrated the 50th anniversary of  
the Summer of Love – emphasizing Marin’s dedication to the things we value most in our  
community, Family, Art, Agriculture and the Environment. 
 

  The Fair featured a special exhibit named the Fantasy Fair, chronicling the Summer of Love’s  
origins in Marin County starting in June of 1967. The KFRC Fantasy Fair and Magic Mountain Music  
Festival held in June of 1967, and the vibrant music scene in Marin during the Summer of Love were  
catalysts which transformed the Bay Area into the countercultural phenomenon epicenter.  
 

b) How did you achieve the goal?   
 

  The exhibit showcased the original Fantasy Fair and Magic Mountain Music Festival which was the 
first of its kind—an outdoor music festival and fair featuring bands from across the musical spectrum 
including the Doors, the Byrds, Dionne Warwick, Jefferson Airplane, Sparrow (later known as 
Steppenwolf) Captain Beefheart, Canned Heat, and the 5th Dimension (who famously covered “Let the 
Sunshine In!” and “Aquarius” from the hippie musical Hair), as well as numerous local bands such as 
Sons of Champlin. Fifty years later, the 5th Dimension and Sons of Champlin performed at the 2017 Fair. 

  In the Fantasy Fair, fairgoers experienced original photos of the concert by attendees and rock 
photographers, original concert footage, 60’s clothing, posters by famed Marin illustrators and artists, 
original handbills and programs, psychedelic light shows, and more! 
 

  The ephemera from the festival educated Fair guests about this amazing period of Marin history.   
 

  The exhibit included 125 vintage posters, plus handbills and dramatic photographs.  The posters were 
on loan by local collectors who had vast collections to choose from.  Posters from Marin County venues 
popular in the 1960’s were featured. 
    

  In Marin County, the Summer of Love was all about the music. Local heroes like the Grateful 
Dead, Big Brother and the Holding Company, Jefferson Airplane, Moby Grape, and Sons of Champlin 
regularly played shows at Santa Venetia Armory, Pepperland, and many other Marin County venues 
alongside internationally renowned artists like Pink Floyd and Frank Zappa.  
 

  The Fantasy Fair Liquid Light Show, reminiscent of the light shows of the 60’s.   It included hand 
animated painted slides, liquid mixes and reflective materials accompanied by recorded music of the era. 
 

c) What were the results?  
 

  As a part of “Let The Funshine In!” in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Summer of Love the Fantasy 
Fair was a huge success. 
 

  The posters for many of those historic concerts and other artifacts of Main’s rich rock history had not 
collectively been on display before.  
 

  Thousands of fairgoers enjoyed the posters, a reproduction of the Fantasy Fair program, photos by renowned 
photographer Elaine Mayes, the only surviving film footage of the Magic Mountain Festival and the Liquid Light 
Show. 
 

  Many of our Fair guests had attended the Magic Mountain event and other concerts showcased by the exhibit. 
 

  The Fantasy Fair was a tremendous addition to the 2017 Marin County Fair. 
 
 



 
  



 
  

Entrance to Fantasy Fair Exhibit   
at the 2017 Marin County Fair  

The Original Magic Mountain 
Music Festival Poster  



 
 
 
 
  

Samples of the 125 Vintage Posters 
on Display in the Fantasy Fair Exhibit   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Photos taken at the Magic Mountain 
Music Festival in 1967   

Jim Morrison – It was the 
first time the Doors played 
Light My Fire at a concert.  



 
 
 
 
 
  

Dancing at the 
Festival 

Cases of Memorabilia 
from the 60’s   



  

The show included hand-
animated painted slides, 
liquid mixes and 
reflective materials.   

The Fantasy Fair included a 
daily Liquid Light Show with 
recorded music of the era.   



 
 
  

The vast collection of posters was of 
concerts that took place in the 60’s and 
early 70’s at Marin County venues.   

Vintage Clothing of the 
era was also included.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  

Poster created for the event -- 
reminiscent of the posters of the 60’s   
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