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a) What was the goal? 
 

  Rebecca Foust, Marin County’s Poet Laureate, believes in Poetry as Sanctuary. Foust asked  
ForWords to join her at this year’s Marin County Fair at the POETree and the new Poetry Table. ForWords 
works with local schools to engage and teach English Language Learners through arts, poetry and technology.  
 

  The Department of Cultural Services in partnership with the Marin County Free Library share the value of 
STEAM-based learning. STEAM is a way to take the benefits of STEM and complete the package by 
integrating these principles in and through the arts. STEAM takes STEM to the next level: it allows students to 
connect their learning in these critical areas together with arts practices, elements, design principles, and 
standards to provide the whole pallet of learning at their disposal. STEAM removes limitations and replaces 
them with wonder, critique, inquiry, and innovation. 
 

This is a shared goal for the Marin County Fair in providing STEAM-based activities for both young and old. 
 

  

b) How did you achieve the goal?   
 

 POETree  
Fairgoers were able to write a poem, share a memory, be a part of a collective whole and join the Marin 
County Free Library and the Marin County Poet Laureate at the Fair’s POETree. Fair goers were invited to 
write their thoughts on paper “leaves” and tie them to the tree. Throughout the Fair, the tree bloomed with 
community creativity, imagination and inspiration. 
 
 THE POETRY DOCTOR IS IN  
The POETRY DOCTOR IS IN (was in) at the Poetry Table every day June 30-July 4 from 4-6 pm for free 
poetry critiques. Fairgoers brought one-page poems and received a free poetry critique from the Marin Poet 
Laureate. Comments included what is and what is not working in the poem, suggestions for revision, and ideas 
for publication. 
 
 NOON POETRY ACTIVITIES AND PERFORMANCES 
The Poet Laureate hosted poetry readings and community poetry activities each day of the Fair from Noon     
to  2 pm. Activities included a community open mike on July 4 and the creation and reading of a “Community 
Poem” on the theme of Sanctuary. 
  
 POETRY OUTLOUD 

Every day at noon the Poet Laureate hosted poetry out loud:  
 

 June 30th and July 1st ForWords students read their very own vibrant poetry.  
 July 2nd Fair Guests had fun helping create a community poem with Rebecca and ForWords 

students. 
 The program on July 4th incorporated a Community Open mic, and fair-goers were invited to 

share a one-page poem.  
 

c) What were the results?  
 

  There was a steady stream of visitors to the table all five (5) days of the Fair and close to 300 leaves were collected 
for the POETree. All the readings had critical mass and were very worthwhile. As the Poet Laureate herself commented 
after the Fair, “I wanted to tell you that I personally loved doing this, had a great time, and felt super supported by the 
Fair and the Library--thanks! Best, Becky” 
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