Ventura County Fair

The goal of “Hats for the Holidays” was to collect hats, scarves and blankets for patients at Ventura
County Medical Center’s oncology infusion clinic. Patients who undergo chemotherapy often
experience hair loss and other side effects including feeling cold. We set out to collect new and
hand made hats for men, women and children so they would have them on time to wear for the
holidays. We asked for new hats because chemo patients can be immune deficient and must be
protected from infections. We set up a large collection box at the Fairgrounds administration
building and conducted the program entirely through our social media pages.
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KNIT SKICAPS * SPORTY BASEBALL CAPS * MEN'S CAPS * DESIGNER SCARVES
BOY'S AND GIRL'S CAPS * LADIES FASHIONCAPS * NEWSBOY HATS
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Social Media solicitations.
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"Giving Tuesday" was created to unite us all in a
day of generosity, to make a difference in our
community at the start of this busy Christmas
season.

We hope that when you are shopping for gifts
please consider purchasing a new hat for a
chemotherapy patient at Ventura County Medical
Center.

The Ventura County Fairgrounds is collecting new
hats for women, men and children with cancer
who are undergoing chemotherapy at Ventura
County Medical Center.

Knit ski caps, sporty baseball caps, men’s caps,
head scarves, boy’s and girl's caps, ladies fashion
caps, newsboy hats, turbans, beanies, snoods,
bucket hats, cloche hats and dress hats will all
make nice gifts.

NEW hats only please, patients are immuno
compromised and can't use anything recycled.

We will be collecting hats until December 9, so we
can distribute to patients on time to wear them
this Holiday Season.

You can deliver your hat to the Fairgrounds
Monday through Friday, 9-5 or send by mail to
Ventura County Fairgrounds 10 W. Harbor Blvd.
Ventura, CA 93001

Please share this with your friends. Thank you!

Happy #GivingTuesday !
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Generous donations.



Delivering the hats
to the hospital.
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Thank you to our friends and neighbors for
supporting "Hats for the Holidays." Together we
collected many beautiful hats for patients
receiving chemotherapy in the infusion clinic at
Ventura County Medical Center.

Your brand new and hand made hats are going to
make so many patients happy this holiday season.
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you Ventura
County, for always being the community we can
rely on and that we dearly call home. — 2 feeling
happy at @ Ventura County Medical Center.
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THANKS FOR SUPPORTING "HATS FOR THE HOLIDAY $"

WE COLLECTED MANY BEAUTIFUL HATS FOR CHILD AND ADULT PATIENTS
IN THE ONCOLOGY CLINIC ATVENTURA COUNTY MEDICAL CENTER.

Thanks to the community.









	FAIR NAME: Ventura County Fair
	CLASS: 3
	DIVISION: 19
	GOAL: 
The goal of “Hats for the Holidays” was to collect hats, scarves and blankets for patients at Ventura County Medical Center’s oncology infusion clinic. Patients who undergo chemotherapy often experience hair loss and other side effects including feeling cold.  We set out to collect new and hand made hats for men, women and children so they would have them on time to wear for the holidays. We asked for new hats because chemo patients can be immune deficient and must be protected from infections. We set up a large collection box at the Fairgrounds administration building and conducted the program entirely through our social media pages.
	ACHIEVE: 
First we contacted the Ventura County Medical Center, our local hospital, to make sure the donations would be welcome and that we weren’t duplicating an existing program. We chose the County hospital because they serve patients who come from a number of different socioeconomic backgrounds and we know that is where the help is needed most. The hospital was happy to have our commitment. We set a program on social media, which included a flyer with snowmen wearing hats as the image. We made clear in the flyer that we were only interested in new hats and we listed a number of acceptable styles. We tried to stay away from baseball caps as the inside of a baseball cap can be rough. We hammered out the message for weeks before our deadline. The deadline was set for 2 weeks before Christmas so the hats could be distributed to patients on time to wear them on the Christmas holidays.

	RESULTS: 
The results were satisfying and incredibly moving. The people were generous to a fault. We collected more than 1,000 hats, 50 hand made and new scarves and 50  hand made blankets. We also received a donation form our Floriculture superintendent who knitted 100 pairs of beautiful warm slippers to add to the gifts. 






