
2017 WFA ACHEIVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM

Innovations & Management Excellence
 FORM FOR DIVISIONS 13 – 27

FAIR NAME:

CLASS: _    (Example: Small Fair = Class 1) DIVISION: ______

a) What was the goal? Define the challenge/ problem/target audience and explain what you

were trying to accomplish.

b) How did you achieve the goal?  What steps were taken to solve the problem or

accomplish the goal? Who was involved in the project? Include any working relationships

with other agencies/groups.

c) What were the results? Include tangible and quantifiable benefits such as financial,

public or media awareness and attendance. Use percentages when applicable.
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EVENT PHOTOS 

  
Held twice daily, an interactive demo taught Fairgoers 

about the good, bad and ugly of the insect world. 
 

A young Fairgoer peers in at one of the  
more than 350 bugs on display. 

  
Colorful educational signage was posted for each of 

the 30 species of insects on display. 
 

Adventurous fairgoers young and old could taste bugs 
for free or purchase some to take home. 

  
A jungle-theme was used throughout the exhibit with backdrops and hung camo netting. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA / TESTIMONIALS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



PDF Entry Information

Notes:

Exhibitor Name:   Michael Bradley 

WEN:   33C485 

Division:   Section 2 - Innovation & Managemen 

Class:   14 New Event, Exhibit or Program 

Title:   

Description:   


	FAIR NAME: California Mid-State Fair
	CLASS: 3
	DIVISION: 14
	GOAL: The California Mid-State Fair wanted to offer its guests a unique twist on the traditional animal experiences found at a county fair: The Hall of Bugs, Slugs & Spiders. It was also important to offer a free and interactive experience that was interesting to guests of all ages and included some educational component.
	ACHIEVE: The Fair partnered with Pacific Animal Productions to create, build and staff the new Hall of Bugs, Slugs & Spiders. 1,600 square feet of exhibit space was allocated in the Ponderosa Pavilion near the Ag Hort competitive entries display. The exhibit featured insects, arthropods and bugs like tarantulas, slugs, scorpions, millipedes, cockroaches, butterflies and beetles; bug eaters including anteaters and lizards; the story of the Good, Bad and Yummy types of insects; and the Food of the Future edible insect display with chocolate-covered bug tasting. More than 350 individual bugs were on display in numerous terrariums within the jungle-themed exhibit featuring jungle backdrops and camo netting. Educational and interesting "Did You Know" signs were on display for each of the 30 species and bug eaters and educational demos were held three times daily. The exhibit was also paired with the annual Ag Hort competitive entries display which was a fun tie-in to the other parts of gardening - insects.

	RESULTS: The 2017 California Mid-State Fair welcomed 428,615 guests for a 1.8% increase in attendance over last year. The Hall of Bugs, Slugs & Spiders, was frequently visited by Fairgoers of all ages with the most popular live display being the Lesser Anteater. The shield bug was the most consumed at the bug bar but the favorite were the chocolate-covered crickets. The No.1 bug Fairgoers bought to take home was the Chirps Cricket Chips with the Bug Kabob coming in a close second.


