2017 WFA ACHEIVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM
Innovations & Management Excellence
FORM FOR DIVISIONS 13 -27

FAIR NAME: California Mid-State Fair
CLASS: 3 (Example: Small Fair = Class 1) DIVISION: 15

a) What was the goal? Define the challenge/ problem/target audience and explain what you
were trying to accomplish.
The California Mid-State Fair has less than 40 acres to fit all things "FAIR" for Fairgoers of all ages

and as with any other live event, balancing what's offered from exhibits to education to
entertainment can be a challenge. This year we wanted to better utilize available space and better
serve families with younger children for the full run of the Fair. The new Rancho Frontier
completely transformed an space located at South Gate that was not welcoming and not very "Fair"
and last year and only featured office trailers for Sheriffs, Admissions and other back-of-house
administration functions.

b) How did you achieve the goal? Wwhat steps were taken to solve the problem or
accomplish the goal? Who was involved in the project? Include any working relationships
with other agencies/groups.

We transformedearly14,800squardeetof publicly accessibleputdooreventspacegrom office
trailer storaganto the newRanchoFrontierwith activities,rides,contestsfood andentertainment
for thewholefamily. RanchoFrontierincludedOasisCamelDairy'sWild WestTurkey Stampede
turkeyracesGreatAmericanEntertainment'pettingzooandponyrides,Helm & Son'sCub
Countrycarnivalfor smallerchildrenat the 32-inches-talrange a child-sizephotostand-incutoutof
the Fair'siconic Louis Obispo(a horsebaclkcowboyfrom the original agriculturalassociatiologo)
andfarm-relateddisplaysof arestoredlohnDeeretractor,a historiccoveredchuckwagoranda
4-H/FFA-themediberglasscow statuefrom the CowParadé&LO public art event.Also includedin
RanchoFrontierandunderan 84-foot-wideshadeentwaslive cow milking demosby the Cal Poly
University SanLuis ObispoDairy Departmentfree family-friendly entertainmenandcontestsand
thenew FarmFreshKids activity areawith free hands-oneducationafarm-basedctivitiesfor
childrendevelopedy Pacific Animal ProductionsGuestcomfortsweremadeavailablefor the
oldermemberf thefamily with plenty of shadedablesandseatingpanddeckedout haybales
availablethroughouthe RanchaFrontierArea.Nearbyfood vendorsofferedold-fashionedsoda,
kettlecorn,Chinesdood, cold beveragesndsweetsnacks.

c) What were the results? Include tangible and quantifiable benefits such as financial,
public or media awareness and attendance. Use percentages when applicable.
The2017CaliforniaMid-StateFair sawa 1.8%increasen attendancel4%increasen food sales
and28%increasan beveragesales ThenewRanchoFrontierareawasfrequentlyvisited by
familiesandchildrenthroughouteveryday of the 12-dayevent.Countlesguestsaandpartners

expressedupportandpleasurdor the newag-basegrogrammingandfamily-friendly atmosphere
‘offeredby thenewRanchoFrontierarea.Some3,000"T Love SLO CountyFarmer ribbonswere
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RANCHO FRONTIER TENT & GENERAL AREA

84-foot-wide, 10- to 14-foot tall shade tent featuring a stage with family-friendly entertainment
and contests, live cow milking demonstration and farm-based, hands-on activities.
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LIVE COW MILKING DEMONSTRATION

In partnership with Cal Poly University San Luis Obispo Dairy Science Department
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WILD WEST TURKEY STAMPEDE TURKEY RACES

Free-with-Fair-admission entertainment. Offered multiple times a day, each day.

RESTORED COVERED CHUCKWAGON DISPLAY

Provided by Pioneer Museum, a local non-profit that preserves and displays items from

life in a small California town during the 19th and 20th centuries
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RENOVATED JOHN DEERE TRACTOR DISPLAY

First place winner of the 2016 Tractor Restoration Program competition.

STAND-IN PHOTO CUTOUT PETTING ZOO

Tribute to the original mascot of the Free with Fair admission. Open daily.

ricultural association, Louis Obispo.
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FARM FRESH KIDS ACTIVITY AREA
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SHADED SEATING FOR GRANDMA AND GRANDPA

PONY RIDES
N
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PROMOTIONAL FLYER

_Rancbho Frontier

Blue Clover

z CowParade SL0 County
Tractor Restoration nglam Painted by Carla Cary, a Cal Poly student & former 4-H exhibitor.

Blue Clover represents the coveted blue ribbon and embodies the
Every year since 2002, symbols of the two youth organizations:
local high school students FFA (Blue and Corn Gold) and 4-H (Green Clover).
work to restore-antique - =
tratois for a chance to
win a scholarship from I8
Dewar.

“Farm Fresh Kids Activities

Butter Making :
Garden in  Glove - Radish Seed Planting Petting Zoo
~ Strawberry Craft & Tasting Activity =
Olive Picking Take a photowith
Flower Activity a baby chick!
Baby Chick Photo 0p e

AL T
STATE
FAIR
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2 : Pony Rides
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OFFFICAL FAIR PROGRAM
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WHAT’S NEW BROCHURE

110,000 copies of this six-page, folded brochure were distributed to residents in 11 local cities
and communities plus several hotels throughout the area.
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MEDIA COVERAGE

10 free things visitors can do at
The California Mid-State Fair

BY SARAH LINN 2. Walk on the wild side.

slinn@thetribunenews.com Cute critters are everywhere at
the fair, including the Paso
Robles Pavilion. At the Rancho
Frontier area, watch cow milk-
ing demonstrations, cuddle up

to baby chicks at the Farm
Fresh Kids exhibit or hang out
with llamas, pygmy goats and
pot-bellied pigs at the petting
zoo. (A cup of feed costs $1.)

What’s new at this year’s
California Mid-State Fair

BY LINDSEY HOLDEN

thold thetrib com

The California Mid-
State Fair is revving up for
opening day Wednesday,
which will mark the debut
of a bevvy of new rides,
attractions and food.

The annual 10-day
event — held July 19-30 at
the Paso Robles Event
Center — is in the midst of
an expansion that’s
brought four newly con-
structed areas to the fair-
grounds, including a re-
vamped food court, a
children’s activity section
and a live entertainment
area.

From pony rides to ice
cream sandwiches, here
are 10 new things to check
out at the Mid-State Fair.

Page 10



PDF Entry Information

Exhibitor Name: Michael Bradley

WEN: 173EB1

Division: Section 2 - Innovation & Managemen
Class: 15 New Children's Program

Title:

Description:



	FAIR NAME: California Mid-State Fair
	CLASS: 3
	DIVISION: 15
	GOAL: The California Mid-State Fair has less than 40 acres to fit all things "FAIR" for Fairgoers of all ages and as with any other live event, balancing what's offered from exhibits to education to entertainment can be a challenge. This year we wanted to better utilize available space and better serve families with younger children for the full run of the Fair. The new Rancho Frontier completely transformed an space located at South Gate that was not welcoming and not very "Fair" and last year and only featured office trailers for Sheriffs, Admissions and other back-of-house administration functions.
	ACHIEVE: We transformed nearly 14,800 square feet of publicly accessible, outdoor event space from office trailer storage into the new Rancho Frontier with activities, rides, contests, food and entertainment for the whole family. Rancho Frontier included Oasis Camel Dairy's Wild West Turkey Stampede turkey races, Great American Entertainment's petting zoo and pony rides, Helm & Son's Cub Country carnival for smaller children at the 32-inches-tall range, a child-size photo stand-in cutout of the Fair's iconic Louis Obispo (a horseback cowboy from the original agricultural association logo) and farm-related displays of a restored John Deere tractor, a historic covered chuckwagon and a 4-H/FFA-themed fiberglass cow statue from the CowParade SLO public art event. Also included in Rancho Frontier and under an 84-foot-wide shade tent was live cow milking demos by the Cal Poly University San Luis Obispo Dairy Department, free family-friendly entertainment and contests and the new Farm Fresh Kids activity area with free hands-on, educational farm-based activities for children developed by Pacific Animal Productions. Guest comforts were made available for the older members of the family with plenty of shaded tables and seating and decked out hay bales available throughout the Rancho Frontier Area. Nearby food vendors offered old-fashioned soda, kettle corn, Chinese food, cold beverages and sweet snacks.
	RESULTS: The 2017 California Mid-State Fair saw a 1.8% increase in attendance, 14% increase in food sales and 28% increase in beverage sales. The new Rancho Frontier area was frequently visited by families and children throughout every day of the 12-day event. Countless guests and partners expressed support and pleasure for the new ag-based programming and family-friendly atmosphere offered by the new Rancho Frontier area. Some 3,000 "I Love SLO County Farmer" ribbons were handed out to children who enjoyed an ag experience of petting a chicken or picking olives. Cal Poly students held 24 live cow milking demos for hundreds of children and their families to witness and learn. The exhibit was dynamic, engaging and designed for hands-on learning.


