
Michael Bradley
Sarah Conley





Presenter
Presentation Notes
AR has targeted animal industry for over 30 years.  Started small with private owners and circus, focus on weaker links, but is now expanding.



• Dog Ownership
• Meat eating
• Medical testing
• Wearing wool
• Aquariums
• Zoos
• Educational animal dissection
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Their agenda is expansive.



BaconFest Live Birth Demonstrations
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Animal rights extremists have attacked everything from a BaconFest food theme day at a fair to Live Birth Demonstrations to winning gold fish.
Other targets—Oxen Pulls, sea lion shows, pig races, 
4H
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After years of attacks, SeaWorld thought a compromise would help them.  They struck a deal with HSUS to stop orca shows, offer more vegan food options, and end orca breeding---but the protests did not stop for even a single day.  And attendance still continues to drop. 

Ringling retired their elephants, and attendance dropped significantly, after 146 years causing RBBB to go out of business—affecting far more than animal owners but jugglers, dancers, aerialists, musicians, concessionaires, and more.  

Shrine Producer Bill Cunningham

Mexico circus

listening to activists is bad for business.  PETA and HSUS supporters never become customers... so never cater to them.
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Attacks do not stop because one organization does not represent every other radical.  It is an alphabet soup of extremism, very similar to how terrorists operate as cells.  They collude with each other but each has plausible deniability with respect to each other’s actions.

Earth first, ADI, DxE
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HSUS in 2016 had a $139 Million Budget, with 0.6 percent going to shelters, yet $58 Million going to Caribbean bank accounts.  The lionshare of their funding goes towards lobbying—which they also have a separate organization devoted to, whose expenditures reach into the millions every year.  They are clearly focused on moving their radical agenda incrementally through targeted legislation.
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And with that legislation comes litigation.  Over 1000 lawyers working in every state of the union! Yet they do not operate a single pet shelter.
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And look at their “campaigns”.  Everything from house pets to farming to goods at the market.
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Facts are in short supply at these hearings, and extremists rely on catching you flat footed so you have no answer to their boldface claims.
Know that there is a difference between negligence and an accident. We have carnival and ride accidents every year, yet we do not eliminate carnivals.  We don’t bring them up year after year. Difference is that there is an activist group pushing an agenda, being opportunistic
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Examples can’t be checked on the spot in hearing

Did they turn over the footage to authorities? 
What have authorities said regarding the footage?
Have they released unedited, unaltered footage?
Ultimately:  What did the legitimate authorities say to this so-called “evidence”?  Did anything ever come of this?
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Be aware, they will schedule protests.  They will make online petitions, where next to none of the signatures of from your region let alone state or even country!
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Example from the Mainstream media, who you think would be reliable.  They manipulated their “evidence” to make this zoo look dark and ominous to fit their agenda.  This is exactly what they will do to your exhibitors and show you at board meetings.
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LA County Fair giraffe example of getting ahead of the narrative.

Animal care program and quality assurance programs
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Know what animals are at your fair and where on the fairgrounds they are
Any exotics? Remember petting zoos, informative displays can have exotics
Do any of your exhibitors have a history of being targets
If the fair vet is available have them come over and do a walk-through
Take example photos of all animal exhibitions for your files. Will be useful to counter claims. Public can take photos and use them out of context. Hire quality and stand behind them.
Walk by exhibits as often as possible as quality control and to address any issues (ask questions if you see something odd, give lemur example) be proactive to issues come in from a layman’s point of view.
Have direct contact information for two people from each exhibitor in case of protests or inspections or complaints, so they can be addressed immediately.
Have press releases from each animal exhibitor ready—in case you need damage control—from each exhibitor about them in general, their mission, their conservation work, etc so it can be adapted later 
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Exhibitors are subject to unannounced inspections from Federal, state and local authorities.  
Verify any inspector who shows up is who they say they are.  Some animal rights extremists organizations have been impersonating inspectors lately.
Know who your local inspection agency is—some cities and counties contract out to other groups.  Make sure you are aware who has legitimate authority. Accompany inspectors to exhibits and around the fairgrounds.  Have a designated person for this task.
Be aware of what your local, county, state guidelines are of dealing with animals –Know your own backyard.
Film inspections if you feel the need
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Example of Liebels—tampering with vehicles and gas tanks, opening enclosures
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Temporary workers may be undercover ARs. 
Will sometimes target other non-animal exhibitors at the fair to increase pressure
Turn off the review portion of the page during these attacks
Alachua County Fair FB smear—false report that they were going non-animal, hacking 


Social media attacks: (Cindi)
AR astro-turf reviews.
Will sometimes target other non-animal exhibitors at the fair to increase pressure
Turn off the review portion of the page during these attacks






/Guide/ Takaw
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Example of Los Angeles City—First bullhook ban, now performing animal—sold as circus but really attacks all animal enterprise, which affects outreach and education programs

“Traveling Exotic Animal and Public Safety Protection Act” (TEAPSPA) (HR 1759)�o Bill aimed at stopping all traveling exhibitions of animals regulated under the Animal Welfare Act�o Rhetoric is aimed at circus but would end all fair animal exhibitions that are not agricultural animals 
or horses�o Driven by UK-based animal extremist organization Animal Defenders International�o Contact your Senators, Representatives, and federal lobbyists and let them know you oppose this 
legislation. 
“Big Cat Public Safety Act” (HR 1818) April 2017 referred to House Resources Committee 
“Animal Emergency Planning Act” (HR 3792) October 2017 referred to House Ag Committee’s sub- 
committee 
Local bills: 
Husbandry Tool Bans: Rhode Island; California; Pittsburgh, PA; Austin, Tx; 
Exotic and/or Performing Animal Bans: New York; Montgomery County, MD; San Francisco, CA; Los 
Angeles, CA; 
Stay vigilant in your region—watch for city, county, and state legislation animal rights bills 





• Traveling Exotic Animal and Public Safety Protection Act” (TEAPSPA) (HR 
1759)  April 2017 referred to House Agriculture Committee

• “Big Cat Public Safety Act” (HR 1818) April 2017 referred to House 
Resources Committee 

• “Animal Emergency Planning Act” (HR 3792) October 2017 referred to 
House Ag Committee’s sub- committee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Traveling Exotic Animal and Public Safety Protection Act” (TEAPSPA) (HR 1759)�o Bill aimed at stopping all traveling exhibitions of animals regulated under the Animal Welfare Act�o Rhetoric is aimed at circus but would end all fair animal exhibitions that are not agricultural animals 
or horses�o Driven by UK-based animal extremist organization Animal Defenders International�o Contact your Senators, Representatives, and federal lobbyists and let them know you oppose this 
legislation. 
“Big Cat Public Safety Act” (HR 1818) April 2017 referred to House Resources Committee 
“Animal Emergency Planning Act” (HR 3792) October 2017 referred to House Ag Committee’s sub- 
committee 
Local bills: 
Husbandry Tool Bans: Rhode Island; California; Pittsburgh, PA; Austin, Tx; 
Exotic and/or Performing Animal Bans: New York; Montgomery County, MD; San Francisco, CA; Los 
Angeles, CA; 
Stay vigilant in your region—watch for city, county, and state legislation animal rights bills 
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IAFE has an Activist Response Kit:
Awareness, Prepare, Educate, Respond




http://grassroots.circusfans.org
www.fairsandexpos.org

www.oaba.org

http://grassroots.circusfans.org/
http://www.iafethenetwork.org/
http://www.oaba.org/
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