The Woodlands
ARTS COUNCIL

Because Art Matters

Holiday Watercolor Painting
With this kit, you should have everything you need to create a lovely holiday painting.
Have fun and enjoy this creative experience. Remember that there is no right or wrong
way to make art. You are expressing your own artistic voice, so feel free to create this

fun holiday painting or paint your own idea.

Now let’s get ready to paint!

For access to the instruction video,
please visit:
www.TheWoodlandsArtsCouncil.org/sen
iorartfun

Or scan this QR code:

Here are the basics for using
watercolor paint:

Water is key. Use the lid of your watercolor
set as a palette for mixing your colors. You
will adjust the lightness and darkness of a
color by the amount of water you use.

e More water = lighter color.

e |ess water = stronger color.

e Work from light to dark. In watercolor,
the blank paper is your white.

e Let layers dry before adding details.

Try These Two Essential
Techniques.

1. Wet-on-Wet: Wet the paper, then
add color for soft, spreadable color.
We will use this on the ornament in
our painting.

2. Wet-on-Dry: Paint on dry paper. This
will keep the edges crisp and clean.
We will use this on the foliage and
text in our paintings.

Painting Steps:

1. Gather Your Materials

Watercolor paint set
Watercolor paper
Paint brushes

A cup of water
Paper towels or rags
Parchment paper
Pencil

Magnets

2. Prepare Your Workspace
- Place your watercolors within reach.

- Get one or two cups of water. Keep one
cup for rinsing your brush and one for clean
water. If you are only using one cup, you
will just change your water if it gets too dirty.

More instructions on the back! —



-In your kit, you will find some parchment
paper to put down to protect your table.

3. Prepare Your Watercolors

- Wake up your paint by putting 2-3 drops of
water on each color and let it sit for 20-30
seconds

-You can use the paper towel to “swatch”
each color to see more clearly what it is
before you begin

- Throughout the painting session, you can
add more drops to the colors as needed.
Keeping the paint wet will make it easier to
use.

4. Start with a Light Sketch
(optional)

- If you would like, use a pencil to lightly
outline your ornament and write in any text
you would like. Tracing a circular object,
such as a cup, can help with this step.

- Keep your pencil lines faint; watercolors
are transparent, and you will be able to see
the lines.

5. Begin Your Painting

- Lay down light colors first. Put in a base
layer of color or water in the ornament

- When the layer has dried, add more layers
of different greens to the foliage.

- Add decorative elements to the ornament,
like stripes or dots.

If you have the area wet when you add the
details, the marks will be fuzzy, and if the
area is dry, you will get cleaner marks.

6. Adding finishing details and
more layers

- After the paper has dried, try adding some
final details and any lettering you would
like.

7. Finishing

- Let everything dry thoroughly, then add
the adhesive magnets to your piece to
display it proudly.

~ —~

We hope you enjoyed making & sharing
art with us this holiday season!

Share your art! Tag us:
@TheWoodlandsArtsCouncil or email an
image to:
Grants@TheWoodlandsArtsCouncil.org so
we can see what you made.

Sincerely,

The Woodlands Arts Council Because
Art Matters Committee
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