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Who are we?
• NRCS assists private landowners with  

conservation decisions aligned with their 
goals and objectives.

• Born out of the 1930’s Dust Bowl as Soil 
Erosion Service

• NRCS is non-regulatory, all participation is 
voluntary

• All assistance is provided confidentially
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CTA
•Conservation 
planning

•Resource inventory
•Practice 
alternatives

•Monitoring
•Conservation 
Compliance 
Provisions

EQIP
•Water conservation
•Organic production
•Water quality
•Range and pasture 
health

•Soil health
•Air quality
•Conservation 
Activity Plans

CSP
• Practice 

Enhancements
• Sustainable 

Production
• Focus on 

Management

ACEP
• ALE
• WRE

Others
• RCPP
• CIG
• NWQI
• WLFW
• EWP

Opportunities for Private Landowners



Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program
• NRCS’ flagship program for helping producers apply 

conservation practices on their land

• Provides financial and technical assistance to address natural 
resource concerns

• Benefits include:
• Improving air, soil and water quality
• Conserving water
• Preventing soil erosion
• Enhancing wildlife habitat
• Mitigating impacts from climate change

• NRCS accepts applications year-round



Conservation Stewardship Program
• Nation’s largest conservation 

program in terms of numbers of acres

• Helps producers take their 
conservation activities to the 
next level

• NRCS accepts applications 
year-round

• Five-year program with a minimum 
payment of $4,000 per year.



Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program
• Aids landowners and eligible entities with 

conserving, restoring and protecting 
wetlands, productive agricultural lands 
and grasslands

• Footprint of more than 5 million acres

• Two types:
• Wetland Reserve Easements
• Agricultural Land Easements

• NRCS accepts applications year-round



Conservation Innovation Grants
• Competitive grant program that supports the development 

of new conservation tools, approaches, practices and 
technologies

• These innovations also help build resilience in producers’ 
operations and improve their bottom lines

• All non-Federal entities and individuals are eligible to apply



Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program
• Partner-driven approach to voluntary conservation that 

funds solutions to natural resources challenges

• Leverages $1 for every $1 invested by USDA

• Eligible entities include private industry, non-government 
organizations, Indian tribes, state and local governments, 
water districts and universities



Conservation 
Practices



Conservation Practices
• There are structural, vegetative, and management 

practices that producers can implement to conserve 
natural resources

• About 170+ conservation practices available through 
NRCS programs

• Some common practices in Yolo:
• Irrigation system
• Livestock watering system
• Cover Crop
• Hedgerow
• Compost or mulch
• Tractor/equipment replacement
• Whole Orchard Recycling

• Practices often work in systems
• For example, fencing is often used in concert with prescribed 

grazing



How to get financial assistance
• Reach out! 
• Schedule a field visit
• Fill out an application packet
• Build your personalized conservation 

plan
• NRCS ranks your project against 

other similar projects
• NRCS picks the top scoring projects 

based on how much money we have



Brandi Murphy | District Conservationist | 530-902-5242
Brandi.murphy@usda.gov 

Nick Gallagher | Rangeland Management Specialist | 530-902-7140
Nicholas.Gallagher@usda.gov 

Sara Lipschutz | Soil Conservationist | 530-902-7282
Sara.Lipschutz@usda.gov 

Kenneth Ramirez | Civil Engineer | 530-908-6624
Kenneth.Ramirez@usda.gov 

USDA-NRCS Woodland Field Office
221 W Court St, Suite 1
Woodland, CA 95695
530-662-2037

For more information: www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov
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